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PREFATORY NOTE. 



Shobtlt after its date the following letter was received bj the Hiatorkal 
Society of FeonaylTaiiia : 

LUOARCB, Ta^ Daooi^Mr 8, 1879. 
John Wu. Wallack, !Ebq., 

Preaident of Hutorieal SocUig of Pamaylvania. 
Dras SiB,~&ear-Admiral William Keynolda, U.S.N., of this city, died No> 
TemberS, 1879. By hie will he bequeathed to the Higtorical Society of Featuylvania 
the portrait by Balling of John Fulton Beynolds, late a citizen of Peoiuylvania, 
and colonel of the U.S.A. and major-general of voluuteen. It will be «ent to yon 
from WkBhington to-morrow by Adams' Bipresi, free of expense. 
Very respectfully, 

fiiBBCCA BaTHOLM, 
Ohablbs a. Hbutitbh, 



At a meeting of the Oouncil of the Historical Society, held December 29, 1879, it 
WM unanimously 

BfMolvtd, That the Council enterbun a profound affection and respect for the 
name and memory of John Fulton Reynolds, late a citizen of Fennsylvania, colonel 
in the army of the United Statee, and major^eueral of volunteers, whose bravery 
And military skill, ae exhibited on the field of Gettysburg, assisted in the highest 
degree to the preservation of this city ftom captureby the enemy in July, 166S, and 
to the overthrow of the rebellion against the Constitution, lam, and litierty of the 
United Statea of America. 

BMohtd, That the portrait of H^or-Oeneral John F. Beynolda, bequeathed to 
the Boiuety by his brother, Bear-Admiral William Beynolds, be presented at the 
■tated meeting of the Society to be held in Uarch next with appropriate ceremonies, 
and that U^or J. Edward Carpenter, Colonel William Brooke Bawie, and Colonel 
John P. Nicholson lie a committee to make arrangements in the matter, and to 
invite specially such gentlemen of the Army and Navy and others, as they think 
proper so to invite {reference brang had to the size of the hall), and generally to 
take order and action in and about the said meeting and the presentation of the 
B^d picture, so that the same may be worthy of the memory, so &r at the Sodety 
can make It so, of the gallant soldier whose life was given for the preservation of 
his country. 

In accordance with the above resolution the formal presentation and acceptance 
of the portrMt of General Reynolds took place at the meeting of the Society held 
March 8, 1880. The report of the proceedings is herdnafter contained. 

Wh. Brookk R1.VLI, 
BMording Seereiary Sittoncat Society of PM.n*ylwmia. 
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RBTNOLDS MEMORIAL. 



In aocordanoe with the ootioe ^ven to the memherB of Uie Histori- 
cal Society of Fetms^lvania, and tlie special inyitations to others, to 
attend the stated meetiog of the Society held on the evening <:£ March 
8, 1880, the hall of die Sadefy, in Spnice Street, Philadelphia, was 
filled to its utmoet capotnty. There were in attendance His Ebcoellenoy 
the Govemor of the Commonwealth, the Hon. Henry M. Hoyt, Brevet 
Srtgadier-General U.8.Y., Ex-Govemors tlie Hon. Andrew O. Cortin 
and Major-General John F, Hartranft, the Penn^lvania Commandery 
of the Military Order of the Loyal L^on of the United States, with 
Bear-Admiral Greorge F. Emmons at its head, and many other dis- 
tinguished oSBcers of the Army and Kavy, as well as many prominent 
wdteoB and ladies. 

The chair was oocapied by John Williah Wau-ace, Esquibe, 
LL.D,, President of the Sociefy. 

A£bsr tlie meeting had been called to order and the reading of the 
minates had been formally dispoised with, the Premdent said ; 

Yon are all aware, ladies and gentlemen, of the chief object for 
n^ch we are assembled. The picture which the late Admiral lUy- 
bolds has bequeathed to our Society hangs before yon, upon the wall 
behind the President's chair, ^lainst the crimson damask. The swoid 
of honor in a golden soabbard, so handsomely inscribed, and with a 
hilt studded witii diamonds, is suspended under the picture. As you 
wUI hear this evening, it was intended to have been presented to Gen- 
eral Reynolds by his loving soldi»« of the Pennsylvania Reserves. 
His untimely death prevented his receiving it, and his gallant brother, 
the Admiral, was made the coBtodian of it in his stead. Yon tattered 
flag hang^g near the portrait is what is left of the corps flag of the 
Firet Army Ctnrpe which General Reynolds commanded at the time of 
his death. 

The testamentary exeoaton of Admiral B^nolds have requested 



>y Google 



6 REYNOLDS MBMORUL. 

Mb. Joseph Q. Robehoabten, formerly of G^teral B^nolds's staff, 
bis personal friend, and the friend of bis &mi1y, to present this ptctore 
to onr Sodely in th^ behalf. The selection of no gentleman could be 
more appropriate, and I have the honor to introdaoe him to 70a. 

ADDBE3S OF MR. J. G. ROSBMOABTBH. 

Ub. PBESiDEirr AND Mbmbebs op the Hibtobical SocietT: 
—By bis last will, dated at Kobe, Japan, on the 25tb Jane, 1876, the 
late Admiml Beynolds, then in command of the United States naval 
foroes on the Asiatic Station, bequeathed to the Histtmcal Society of 
Penn^lvania the portrait of his brother, the late General Jtdin Fulton 
Reynolds, painted by Balling, a Danish artist I am directed by his 
iridow and her oo-ezecator, who is present on her behalf, to present to 
yon that portrait. In doing so, I ask leave to submit a brief memoir 
of &e lives and services of these two gallant sons of Pennsylvania. 
As the representative for this purpose of the family, I am debarred 
from even the customary license of eolt^, and my aim will be simply 
to give an acconnt of their anoestry, their truning, and their record in 
the naval and military service of the country. In the letters and ad- 
dresses of their fellowH>fBcer8, from which I have made liberal extrads, 
there wilt be found eloquent praise of these two gallant brothers, who 
lent lustre to the respective arms of the service in which they spent 
their lives. The sword of honor whidi hangs below the portrut on 
your walls bears testimony to the affection of the soldiers of General 
H^molds's command,^it was voted to him by the enlisted men of the 
Division of Pennsylvania Beserves, and afler his death it was presented 
to the Admiral, who bequeathed it to their nephew, Lieat. John F. 
Beynolds Idndis, tr£.A., by whose permission it is now loaned to this 
Society to grace the solemn ceremonies of the presentation of General 
Beynolds's portrait. 

There are both in this country and elsewhere notable examples of two 
brothers achieving distinction in the sister services, but these cases are 
not BO frequent as to allow the latest aa well as the most shining instance 
to pass without special comment. There was much in common in the 
character of Admiral and General Reynolds. They were alike in their 
dislike of mere popular applause ; alike in their zealous discharge of 
duty ; alike in always putting their whole strength in all they did ; 
alike in the high estimate put upon them by all who knew them ; alike 
in enjoying the affection and confidence of all who served with them; 
alike in the hold they have gained upon the memoiy of those who 
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MB. JlOSENOABTEirS ADDRESS. 7 

could best appreciate their abilities and th^r patriotic devodon to tibdr 
countiy in its hoar of direst need, — ia the great struggle for its exist- 
ence. General Reynolds gave ap his life on the battle-field in the 
midst of health and strength, Admiral Re3'nold6 died in consequence 
of expoenre to the malarial fever of the East when he was in com- 
mand of the Asiatic Squadron. He had undergone forty years before 
the hardships incident to his service as a subaltern in Wilkes's Ex- 
ploring Expedition, but later was forced by ill health to go upon the 
retired list, and was efflpl(^ed for some years in the Sandwich Islands. 
He returned home at once on the outbreak of the Rebellion, and, although 
still disabled, sought and at once found active employment, and was 
soon restored to the active list as a reward for his successful discharge 
of the important and responsible duties assigned to him. Nor were 
these brothers alone in serving their country in its hour of periL An 
elder brother was a paymaster, and a yonnger was the quartermaster^ 
general of Pennsylvania throughout the war, and served with great 
zeal, rendering efficient and valuable aid to his commander, the 
war governor of that great CommonwealUi, helping to call forth its 
strength and contribute its resources of men and means to meet the 
exigencies of those trying times, and to support the strain put upon 
its patriotism. 

William and John Fulton Reynolds were the sons of John Rey- 
nolds, who was bom near Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 1787. He was 
the son of William Reynolds, a Protestant Irishman, who came to this 
country in August, 1762, was in the "Flying Camp'* in 1776, and 
in 1778 married Catharine Ferree Le Fevre, the great-granddaughter 
of Mary Ferree, a French Huguenot, who settled in Lancaster County 
in 1709. This Mary Ferree came from the Rhine Provinces, where 
she had taken refuge from persecution in France, until a French 
invading army forced her to go still farther. Finally, with her 
three sons and three daughters and a large following of her fellow- 
countrymen, she found a home in Pennsylvania. She was a widow 
before she lefl Europe, yet so much of a leader that on her arrival 
she took up four thousand acres, — two thousand by grant from the 
Proprietor, who thus encour^ed the settlement of an excellent class 
of emigrants, and two thousand by purchase. All of this and much 
adjacent land was subdivided among and settled by French and other 
Protestant refugees. They were all heartily welcomed by the Indians, 
whose king, Tanawa, lies buried in the grave-yard at Paradise, in 
Lancaster County, set apart by her. Her daughter, Catharine, mar- 
ried Isaac Le Fevre, who had come to this country with the Ferrees, in 
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}m MTCoteenth jvtr, flrat Mttliog with monf other Firaeh HapiMiots 
IB Eioptu ia Kew York, lobseqacDUy nmoving with his fflllow-HogWH 
■otB to Ftonos^lTini*. Tlieir bod was the first white cAildboniiaPeqiieA 
Yallf^, DOW one of the ndiMt, most pt^mlooa, and most fertile tnots 
of EoBtem PsDiiajlvatiia. Penn, in a deed dated 1712, for land con- 
veyed to Daniel Feme and Isaac Le Fevie, deacribed thma as ** late 
of StsiDmuBta-, in the ftlatinate of the Rhine," and the pas^wt fron 
tfie antboritici of their natJTe place speaks of tibem as coming "to 
the Island of Pennqrlvania." Bnpp, in his " History of Lancaster 
Ooonty," calls them Walloons. Bedmond Conyngham leporta a tra- 
dition that Mary Ferree was presented to Qoeen Anne at Hampton 
Coort l^ Penn himself when abe was on her way to his colony, and 
she was oertunly treated wi& onnsual honor as a representative and 
leader <^ the French Hognenoto in their exodus to a new home. 

The mother of Admiral and General Reynolds was I^dia, dso^ 
tw of Samuel Moore, a Protestant Irishman too, an early settler in 
lAnoaster County, and an officer of the Pennsylvania line dnring the 
Bevfdutionarf War ; although on the reo^anizstaon of the Continental 
armjr he lost his oommiasioa, his serrices were rewarded by a grant 
of land in the West and by a peuMon to his widow, and in 1794 he 
was commissioned by Governor Mi£9in, an Associate Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas of Dauphin Connty. Her maternal grand- 
fidher, Samuel Fulton, another north of Ireland emigrant, gave to 
John Fnlton Reynolds hb middle name. The Reynolds* well bear 
out the strong praise given to their race by Judge Chambers in his 
account of " The Irish and Scotch Settlers of Pennsylvania," wher^ 
after premising that " character is said to be transmissible, and that of 
desoendante may often be traced in that of their ancestors," he asserte 
that " in all stations under the National and State governments, civil 
and military, the men of the Scotch-Irish race have genwally bem 
prominent, eminent, patriotic, &ithful, wiae, judidous and deliberate 
in council, resolute, unwavering, and inflexible in the discharge of 
duty, and whrai called by their country to &oe the public enemy in 
arms, there were none more brave, fearless, and intrepid." John 
Reynolds, the father, was left an orphan at an early age, and coming 
from Lancaster to Philadelphia, became an apprentice to Archibald 
Bartram, a well-known printer in the early years of the century ; be 
was made a partner before he was of age, and the imprint of Bartnm & 
Reynolds is found on some important publications. Reynolds retnmed 
to loncaster, and in 1820 boaght the LcmcaaUr Joiaval, estaUished 
in 1794, which grew in importance under bis management. He scJd 
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it in 1836, and thenceforward devoted himaelf to tite can of nnmerooa 
important public and private trusts. He sit in the State Legislatore 
for a short time, and he was honored with the esteem and confidenoe 
of all hia a880<nates ^ere, while be was active and enei^etio at home 
in advancnng the intoests of bis fellow-townsmen, and especially in 
the cause of edacation, tabii^ a lai^ part in secnrii^ the estaUisb- 
nent c^ tbe system of common schools, and in evoy way maintaining 
the credit and distinction which made Lancaster pre-eminent in the 
State, and that at a time when its influence was quite out of proportion 
to its mere size. John Keynolds died in Baltimore on the 11th of May, 
1853, leaving to his children the inheritaooe of a spotless reputatioo, 
William Il^nolds, his second son, was bom in Lancaster, December 
18, 1816 ; was appointed a midshipman Kovember 17, 1831 ; served 
on Wilkes's Exploring Expedition from 1838 to 1842, receiving his 
commission as lieutenant while he was with it, and went on the retired 
list in consequence of ill health in 1851. He was assigned to duty 
at the Sandwich Islands, and remained there antil 1861, when he 
returned to tbe United States and applied for active duty. He was 
made oommander of the naval forces at Port Boyal, and on the recom- 
mendation of Admiral .Dupont and Admiral Dahlgren, and at the 
argent request of his juniors, was restored to tbe active list; becimie 
a commodore in 1870; served as Chief of Bureau and as Acting Sec- 
retary of the !Navy in 1873, and again in 1874; and having been 
made rear-admiral December 12, 1873, was appointed in that year 
to the command of the United ^»tes naval fi>rce on tbe Asiatic Station, 
where he was again stricken down and obliged to return home. 

It was while he was in Japanese waten that he made his will, 
bequeathing the sword intended to be presented to his brother. General 
Beynolds, by the enlisted men of the Pennsylvania Beserves, and after 
his death sent to the Admiral, as the repreeentative of the family, to 
tiiear nephew, Lientenant John Fulton Reynolds Landis, sow of the 
First United States Cavalry, and Balling's portrait of Qeneral Bey- 
adds to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, thus showing that his 
last thought was of that brother's memory, and that his last wish was 
to perpetuate ^g name and fame of tbe gallant soldier whose death on 
the bidtle-field has forever connected him with the suooessfal issue of 
the great stru^le at Gettysburg. 

Of Admiral Beynolds's services the Secretary of the Navy, in 
the order announcing bis death, says, " In the administratioa c£ the 
duties committed to him he did much to improve the peraoimd and 
efficiency of the enlisted men of the navy, and in tbe diacfaai^ of all 
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the datiea devolving on him daring a long career in the service 
he exhibited zeal, intelligence, and ability, for all of which he van 
oonspicDons." 

Jndge Allen, the Hawaiian rsprewntatiTe at WaBhiDgton, aud, 
" Admind Reynolds, when a yoong man attached to Wilkes's Exploring 
Expedition, made a thoroogh examination of the Hawaiian TnUntla- 
Betnming there on aoooont of ill health, he became strongly impresBed 
with the importance of their position, not only as a resort for the mer- 
cantile and naval marine, but as an ontpoet of defense to the United 
States. He crged the establishment of more intimate commercial 
relations between the two countries, not only on the score of increaaed 
business, but as tending to strengthen the political position of the 
United Stetes in its control of the great western world. His judg- 
ment was strikingly correct, not only in all that related to his profes- 
sional duty, but in i^^aid to promoting the commercial and indoatrial 
interests of the whole conntiy. He seconded heartily the action of 
the government in n^tiating the Hawaiian teesAy of reciprocity, 
viewing it as of great political as well as commercial value, and urging 
on all the pnblic men who consulted bim on account of his long resi- 
dence in the islands, the necessity of favorable action. His (pinion 
Tras clear and emphatic that the trea^ would give the United States 
a controlling interest in the islands, and it had great and deserved 
weight with those who, knowing bis thorough aoquaintanoe with the 
subject, could rely implicitly on his sound advice and hia mature 
judgment. The Hawaiians have always borne in gratefal memory bis 
long residence in their midst, and his action in forwarding the treaQr 
which has secured them a stroug alliance with the United States, and 
saved them from the risks of an unwelcome protectorate from some 
distent power. It was eminently characteristic of Admiral Reynolds 
that in his successive visito to the islands and in his frequent inter- 
course with th^r representetives, he never fidled to do and to secure 
justice to them, and to maintein the high and well-earned confidence 
which baa always been put in our naval representetives by those 
countries with which they have had most to do." 

Eear-Admiral Bodgers said, "I know that Admiral Dupont 
placed the greatest confidence in B^nolds, — his administration of his 
command was always admirable, he was always ready for duty, and no 
one was ever detained for a moment for anything which it laid in hia 
power to do at once. The letters on file in the Navy Department 
show how valuable, how indispensable were the services he rendered 
to the fleet at Port Royal. At the Sandwich Islands, as elsewhere, he 
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was oonBpicuous for his attention to his datiea and for his skill in per- 
forming theiD. To a ready commaDd of laogn^ie he nnited clear 
perceptions, a &oile pen, and el^ant dicUon, — he wrote well and with 
great strength. In losing Admiral Rejmolds the navy lost tme of its 
most devoted servants and one of its most esteemed offioras." 

His last service was in commandof the United States naval forces on 
the Asiatic Station. Sailing from New York in his flag-«faip " Tennes- 
see," he went through the Suez Canal, receiving annsual honors from 
the Khedive of Egypt and from the British officers in India. In China 
and Japan, in Siam and Singapore, he dischai^ed with great snccess 
the large discretion necessarily vested in oar naval commaoderB in the 
East. Lieutonant>0>mmander White, who was a member of Admiral 
Reynolds's staff, in his rot^h notes of his last cruise, speaks of the 
thoroughness with which he earned out all his orders and viuted all 
the points prescribed, notably working to secure the success of his 
n^otiation with the King of Siam and to re-establish friendly relations 
with bis kingdom, and in all his dealings and intercourse making a 
strong and favorable impression on all with whom he was personally 
and officially brought in contact. In Japan, his relations with native 
as well as foreign dignitaries were always of the pleasanteat kind. In 
China, he took his flag-ship close to the great China WaU, where it 
comes down to the sea, and aAerwards visited Pekin, and was received 
by the regent with the distinction due his rank and the conntry he so 
well represented. His health fuling, he relinqnisbed his command 
and returned home. This was his last duty ; he soon after went on 
the retired list, and aiW a long illness he died in Wa^ington, on 
the 6th of November, 1879, and was buried in Lancaster, Pa., near 
his brother, General John F. Beynolds. 

John Fulton Reynolds was bom in Lancaster on the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1820. Like bis elder brother William, and with his younger 
brother Jamea Le Fevre, he was sent to school at Litis, a Moravian 
village laid out as a colony from Bethlehem in 1757, and deriving 
its name irom a village in Bohemia, whence many of the United 
Brethren had emigrated to this country. It has always been famous 
for its schools. Originally there was one for boys belonging to the 
society and another for those of other denominatkus, but finally these 
were consolidated, and in 1815 put nnder ohai^ of Mr. John Bedc, 
who remained at its head for fifly years. In his valedictory address of 
1865 he {pves a catelogoe of hb pupils, and it contains the names of 
William Reynolds in 1827, and John and James Reynolds in 1833. 
Beck was noted for his social intercourse and parental influence with 
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his boys ; he inspind th«in with a veal lov« of ivork uid s hear^ en- 
thaaiAam in all that ponuit*; he had the gift of teaching them how 
to learn, and in giving them a good praodoal edooation he made his 
■obool deservedly popular and Booccesfiil, ao that it IcA its marked and 
lastiDg influence on all Uxwe whose early edaortioa was began onder 



One of Beynolde's •(Jmol-fellowB saye of him, "He was a general 
&vorite ; of a kindly bat veiy lively temperament, he attracted eym- 
pathy and love with all, and was held in high esteem, — his happy and 
joyous face showed that lie belonged to a race <^ hardy sobolars, work- 
ing and playing in earnest" To give them a dawioat training the 
Eeynolds boys were sent from Litis to Long Green, Maryland, about 
ozteea miles from Baltimore, wheve the Bev. Mi. Morrison, a Pres- 
byterian dolman, had established a verysuooessfnl high school in an 
old oolonial mansion c^ the CanoUs. Afterwards they returned to 
Xancaster, attended the Lancaster Connty Academy, of which the Bev. 
Mr. Maroellas, a graduate of Union Collie, New York, was the 
principal ; there they studied French and mathematios, and received 
th^r appointments, William going into the navy as a midshipman, 
John to West Point as a cadet. They received these from Mr. fin- 
chanaa, at that time a leading representative of Pennsylvania in Coa- 
gttaa, and one of that strong body of able men who made the local 
lepatation of lAnoaster and carried it into tbe highest place in onr 
government. With him as with his other oontemporaries the elder 
Reynolds m^ntained a life-long intimacy, — the tie of Federalism bound 
them together fermany yeare,and their friendship oatlived their party, 
for they went together ova to the new Jaoksonian Democrat^. 

Eeynolds was appointed a cadet at West Point on tbe 30tb of Jone, 
1S37, being then neariy seventeen ; he graduated on the 22d of June, 
1841, number twenty-eiz in a class of fifty-two. Among bis class- 
mates were General Wright, now Chief of Engineers U-S.A., Lyons, 
Qareecbe, Tower, Whipple, Bodman, Howe, Totten, Gamett^ all well 
known for their share in the late war, and in which like him they waa 
honor and distinctitUL 

He was ^pointed brevet lieutenant July 1, 1841, and eeoood 
lieutenant in the Third Artillery October 23, 1841 ; first lieutenant 
June 1, 1846 ; was in the battery under T. W. Sherman in the battle 
(£ Monterey, and was for his services th«te brevetted captain September 
23, 1346 ; was engaged in tbe battle of Buoia Vista, on tbe 21st of 
January, 1847, and was brevetted majtv for bis gallantry tm iitat fidd. 
He was iqipointed captain March 6, 1855 ; was mentioned in general 
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orders for his awioes in the expeclition agaiast the £c^e Kiver 
Indiuis in Or^o ; took part in the Utah Expedition, under Oenend 
A. S. JobnstoD, in 1858 ; and in 1859 was appmnted commaadaDt of 
cadete at West Point. May 14, 1861, he was appointed Ueotenaat- 
colonel of the Foorteentii Infuitiy, and on the 20th of August, 1861, 
brigadier-general U.3.V. At the request of GroveniOT Cnrtin fae was 
assigned tiie command of the First Brigade of the divincHi of Penn- 
qrlvania !ReeerveB,'then under M^or-General McCall, in front of Wash- 
ington, Meade and Ord taking the other brigades. In May, 1862, he 
was made military governor of Fredericksbni^, and it ia diaracteristic 
of the man that when he was taken prisoner at the battle of Gaines* 
Mills, on the 28th of June, and sent to Richmond, the avi\ author- 
ities of Fredericksboif; went to Biijimond to solidt hia ezohange. 
This was finally effected, and he was exchanged for Qeneral Bark»- 
dale, who was also killed at Gettysbui^. Reynolds employed his 
enforced leisure in prison by prepariog a careful report of the tolera- 
tions of his command in the campa%n under McClellan, and on his 
release rejoined the army on the 8th of August, and was assigned com- 
mand of the division o( Pennsylvania Reserves, taking a distinguished 
part in the campaign of the Army of Yirginia under General Pope; 
at the request of Gtovemor Curtin he was assigned oommand of the 
militia at the time of the first invasion of Pransylvania ; returning to 
the Army of the Potomac, he succeeded General Hooker in oommand 
of the First Corps; on the 29th of Mardi, 1863, he was appointed 
mfgor^neral U.S.Y.; and on tlie let of June, oolonel Fifth United 
States Infantry ; on the 12th of June be was assigned to the command 
of the left wing of the Army of the Potomac, ontsisting of his own 
and the Third and Elevoitb Corps, and of the cavalry divlBion under 
Buford; and on the let of July, 1863, he fell at Gettysburg at the head 
ot hia troops, in die advance of the army, and at the very outset of 
the great battle. 

The letters written by him during his busy career well illustrate 
his character. He writes from camp near Monterey, 6th of December, 
1846, " In ihB first place, our battay was ordered into town on the 
2l9t, with four guns, four caissons, and six horses to a carriage. It 
was discovered that only one gnn could be brought into action, the 
leraainder was ttierefore exposed to the fire from the enemy's works 
without being of die least use. It was ther^ore wdered back where 
it started from, and which it never should have \e£t at the time it did; 
afterwards the mea were of some use in driving back the cavalry of 
the enemy. On the 23d we were again in town, and raf^ired more in 
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the Ion of men than we did on tbe 2l8t; in ftll we had twen^-two 
liWMS and about twelve or foorteen men disabled. My hone was shot 
on the 2lBt, bat has entirely reoorered, and a in mwdi better oonditjcn 
tlisn ever, inasmaoh aa he can go over his four bars and think nothing 
of it There are bat three of ns now in the oompany, Thomas, 
myself, and French, Bra^ having saooeeded to the company poor 
Bidgel^ ooDunanded. What an nnfortnnate fate was his I A more 
gallant officer there was never in tbe service, or a mom noble, generoos 
companion ; hia death will be r^^etted by the whole army. He was 
looked upon as the real hero of the Beeaca," 

From camp near Monterey, May 16, 1847, he writes, "All I care 
for and all the reward I expect is the good opinion of my broths 
officers in the army. I have been gratified to my heart's content with 
all the honors of war, bat I am in for the war and expect to see it 
through." Carleton, in his "Histoiy of the Battle of Bnena Yista," 
makes frequent mention of Reynolds, who was in command of a eeo- 
tion of T. W. Sherman's battery, and was with his two gang in May's 
cavalry operations, doing gallant service in repelling the attack of tiw 
Mexicans on Buena Viata, and aiding in taming the enemy's right at 
very close quarters. 

In General Onlers No. 14, of Kovembn 13, 1867, and No. 22, of 
November 10, 1858, from headquarters of the army. Brevet Major 
J. F. Reynolds, Company H, Third Artillery, is one of the officers 
*' specially commended for skill, perseverance, and judgment in their 
condact of the campaign of Matv^, April, May, and Jane, 1866, in 
which, after traverung the mountains and vallejrs of the B<^e River, 
the troops had a nnmb^ of severe conflicts, and compelled the Indians 
to surrender at discretion, thus terminating the war in Soathem 
Oregon." 

In September, 1859, he writes from camp at Fort Dalles, Or^n, 
describing the march of eight hundred and thirty-eight miles from 
Camp Floyd, Utah, having spent seventy-one dap on the journey. 
He says, " And now we are at the end of the land route, about to ship 
the battery by water to Yancouver, ninety miles down the river. The 
march was tedious but very suoceseful, and we are glad to get away from 
the despicable Mormons, whose hordes have seized the heart of the 
oonntry and live in open defiance of the law." On the 18th of June, 
1861 , writing from West Point, he speaks of " the sorrowful condition 
of onr only lately happy and prosperous country," and of the visit 
of Mr. JefiTerson Davis, in the preceding September, with a committee 
of Congressmen " laboring to reoi^nize our national school, whose 
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BODS never, until ihe seeds sown by his parricidal hand had filled it 
with (ihe poisonous weed of secession, had known anj other alliance 
than that due to the whole ooontry, or worshiped any other flag than 
that which waved over oar youtbfnl hopes and aspirations, and under 
which we marched so proudly in oar boyish days. Who could have 
believed that he was then brooding over his e^tematio -plan for dis- 
o^iaoiziDg the whole country? The depth of his treadieiy has not 
been plumbed yet, but it will be," In a letter from Port Trambull, on 
the 16th of July, 1861, he says, "I left West Point on the 3d, and 
have been busy since dispatching officers of my new r^ment on re- 
cruiting service. I would have preferred, of course, the artillery arm 
of the service, but could not refuse at this time, when the government 
has a right to my services in any capacity. We have just received the 
news of Greneral McClellan's victories, and hope they are tiie harbingers 
of the ultimate triumph and vindication of the Constitution of onr 
fathers." Afler he had gone to the field, on the 4th of November, 
1861, he writes, "I put the diviEdon through a review, the form of 
which I arranged aoooiding to my idea of the proper formation and 
disposition of large bodies of troops ; it was a decided success. We 
are to have a review of three divisions soon, and in tiie same manner, 
patting about thirty thousand men in, and allowing tlieia to uian<euvre 
and pass in review in proper order." 

He did his best to make the Pennsylvania militia as nsefnl as pos- 
sible in the emergency for which he was called to command them in 
the autumn of 1862, and his labors were fully appreciated by those 
most competent to judge, although he was also the subject of mach 
adverse comment by persons unwilling or unable even Hien to ap- 
preciate the advantage and necessity of strict military discipline. On 
tiie conclusion of this service Governor Curtin wrote bim the follow- 
ing letter of thanks : 

FEirirBTtTAiru. Exxourirx Chaubbb, 
HxKRUBuaa, 26th September, 1862. 

GmKfti.1., — Having relieved jon from duty a* eomnuuider of the FeniujU 
TUiia Volunteer Militia, recently called out Ibr the dafenBS of the State, I deem 
it proper to expreai my strong eenee of the gratitude which Femuylvania owes for 
the seal, ipirit, and ability which you brought to her eerrioe at a period when her 
honor and safety were threatened. That for her eecurity you left the command 
of your brave division, the Fenoiylvania Beservea, thus losing the opportunity 
of leading thie gallant corps at South Mountun and Antietam, Is a Just demon- 
stration of the true affection you bear for your native State, which, be assured, 
her freemen reciprocate, and for which, in their behalf, I am happy to make you 
this acknowledgment. 

(Signed) A. G. Cottir. 

To BKio>J>iKK-Ourx&u. John F. Bkixoldb, U.S.A. 
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Id Ini lettar from camp near 8baq»barg, Mar^Iaod, October S^ 
1662, BeynoMs Btjs, " I finished np the militia just as soon as poesiUe 
as far as I was oooovoed, though I was sony to see they did not 
esoqw without an accident, which I was apprehensive all the tioM 
m^t oooar. They were impatient beycmd any ooooeption, and 
finally ezhansted my patienoe in one or two instaooes. The Prendeirt 
visited os on Friday lart. My corps, for I am oonunanding Hooker's 
temporarily, were kept under arms waiting in the bud fw so long a 
time as to have entirely melted out what little remained of their en- 
thusiasm." And on the 14th of October, speaking of Stuart's raid, be 
says, " When I heard that the enemy's oavalry had got over into tba 
State I r^ioed, because I thought they mnat be canght before they 
recrossed the river, but their escape has given me quite a shock. I 
did not think they oonld perform swdi a feat in our own coontty. 
On the Chickahominy it was different,— the very andacity of the thing 
was the secret of its success. The State should have an organized force 
on the frontier, of cavalry, infantry, and artallery, to be posted cm 
their exposed points, wliioh couM be moved with somrthing like rapid- 
ify in a body. Militia without artillery would be good only to be 
paroled." 

In his letter of ITovember 30, 1862, from headquarten First 
Array Corps, camp at Brooks' Station, Virginia, he says, "The removal 
of General McClellan was a snrjnise to the ^«ater portion of the 
army here, bnt, take it altogether, it created less feeling than I feared 
SQtdi a step would have d<Hie. I saw more of him on this march tban 
I have done since he has been in command of the army ; had been 
with him most of the time in the advance, and think the st^ takes 
by the authorities in Washin^on was as unwise and injudicjoos as 
it was oncalled for ; yet the prevailing sfHrit, with few exoeptioDB, 
is to obedience to the powers that be and a determination to do all 
that tb^ are capable of under the new chief, who is as noble a spirit 
as ever existed, and who feels, no doubt, in his honesty of purpose, that 
he is fairly qualified to oarry an army of such magnitude as this 
throt^h a campaign. Very few are, that I know of, under all the 
cironmstatKCS. The ooontiy is not as favorable as Maryland, and 
the enemy are now in position where they can reoeive supplies and 
informaliou ad libiiwm. We will have a hard campaign if we under- 
take to advance from this point, the roads and the country itself u« 
not favorable." 

B«ynolda tells his own story in his testimony before the Committee 
on the Conduct of the War, as given on the 23d March, 1863 (vol.i., 
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Part I., p. 593) : " When the Kebellion broke out I was oommaadiDg 
the Gftdets at Weet Foiot, aod joined the army in the field in Septem- 
ber, 1861, wbeD it was opposite Washington, under Qeneral McClellan. 
I was attached to McDowell's corps, in the division commanded by 
General McCall. I remained attached to that corps until the b^in^ 
ning of Jane, when the division was sent from Fredericksburg to 
General McClellan, by way of the Rappahannock and York Elvers. 
The division joined the Army of the Potomao at the White House 
about the 10th of June. I was present at the battle of Mechanics- 
ville, on the 26th of June ; it b^an in the afternoon, between two 
and three o'clock. The forces engaged were two brigades of McCall's 
division, occupying a defensive position along the line of Beaver 
Dam Creek, which had been selected prior to our arrival or about 
that time by General Porter, and the troops disposed on it by General 
Seymour and myself, under General McCall's direction. The enemy 
attacked the position on the two roads leading to the left and right with 
quite a lai^ force and with great vigor.. The action continued until 
nightfall, when the enemy were repulsed in every effort that he made 
to assault or to turn the immediate position on the right. About 
twelve o'clock at night I received oi-ders from General McCall to 
evacuate the position and fall back on Cold Harbor Boad to Gaines* 
Mills. I was present at the battle of Gaines' Mills, and my 
brigade was engaged for the greater part of the aflernoon, and until 
our line was broken on the left and the enemy succeeded in cutting 
off a portion of the troops engaged on the right, and I was unfor- 
tunately cat off myself, so that I was made prisoner the next morn- 
ing. I rejoined Greneral McCIellan's army at Harrison's Xianding, 
and immediately reported for duty, and took command of the division 
of Pennsylvania Reserves. The division was ordered to embark for 
Acquia Creek, and debarked there about the 20th of August, when 
I proceeded to Predericksbuig and reported to Greneral Bumside. I 
was then ordered to Kelly's Ford, on the Rappahannock ; reported 
to General Pope, who assigned my division temporarily to Greneral 
McDowell's corps. On the mombg of the next day I received 
orders from General Pope to join him on the march to Warrenton. 
We took part in all the operations of bis army aHer that time, being 
engaged in the battles of the 29th and 30th, retiring with his forces 
to the defenses in Washington." 

In his examination before the Fitz-John Porter oourt-martial, 
General Reynolds testified on the 30th December, 1862, " T was a 
brigadier-general commanding the division of Pennsylvania Reserves, 
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I was attadhed to Goieral Porter's owpe in the Army <^ the Potomaa 
My oommand was the first from the Army of the Potomac to the 
Army of Virginia. After leaving Rappahannock Station, at whi<^ 
■pmat my division joined the Army of Virginia, I was temporarily 
attached to General McDowell's octfpe. On the night between the 
27tli and 28th of Augnst I was at Backlaod Mills, between Warrenton 
and Gainesville. On the morning of the 28tb, after passing Gaines- 
ville for a short distance, my column was directed to tbe right, to 
mardi on Mamuaas. On the 2dth I was on the leAi of General Sigel's 
command, engaged witli the enemy. I was on the extreme left of 
our troops, facing the enemy, and their right, towards sanset, had been 
extended across the pike, with fresh troops coming down the Warren- 
ton Pike. I made an attach on their right with my division, but was 
obliged to change front to meet the enemy ooming down the pike. I 
was forming my troops parallel to the pike to attack the enemy, which 
was on the other side of the ))ike, but was obliged to change fnmt 
from front to rear to &oe the troops coming down the pike. They oon- 
tinned to come on there until they formed and extended across the 
pike. The enemy's right outflanked my left towards evening. The 
division was manoenvring almost all the morning, and indeed in 
action all that day. On the morning of Saturday, the 30th, I was 
up in the front, and found the enemy in heavy force to the front utd 
Idt by personal reconnoissanoe. Between two and three the main 
attack was made by the enemy." 

It was Eeynolde's corps and Meade's division that, under Seynolds'e 
orders, made the one brilliant success at Fredericksburg, attacking 
and breaking the enemy's line. That it was nugatory for want of 
prompt support was no fault of Reynolds or of Meade or of their 
troops. Their orders were carried out with impetuous and unhesita^ 
ting course, and it does not lessen the credit due them that so com- 
petent and impartial a critic as the Count of Paris, in hia "History 
<^ the BebellioD," decides that the success of the movement would 
not have secured a victory for the Union forces. B^nolds, in his 
report, after describing the movements of his command, says, "Meade's 
division successfully carried the wood in front, crossed the railroad, 
diarged up the slope of the hill, and gained the road and edge of the 
wood, driving the enemy frwn his strong position in the ditches and 
railroad cut, capturing the flags of two regiments, and sending about 
two hundred prisoners to llie rear f and concludes bis accoant of the 
day's operations with nuvked emphasis : " The gallantry and steadiness 
of the troops brought into aotiou on the left is deserving of great pndse, 
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the new regiments vying with the veterans ia steadiness and coolness. 
That the brilliant attack made and the advanced position gained by 
them were not more Buooessful in their results was due to the strong 
character of the enemy's defenses, the advantage he had of observing 
all onr dispositions, while he made his own to meet them entirely under 
cover, and the loss of many of the leading officers of the command." 

In the complicated series of operations at Chancellorsville, Reynolds, 
with the Tint Corps, made a demonstration in force on the extreme 
lefl, and then moved with great speed to the extreme right, arriving 
there in time to take the place in line of that part of the force nnder 
General Hooker which had been overcome. In all the operations 
Beynolds was distingnished for his nntJring activity, and a character- 
istic story is told of him that, when exhausted by fatigue, he coolly went 
to sleep at a council of war, a(W saying that be was in favor of moving 
on the enemy at the earliest moment, and be asked General Meade to 
vote for him, modestly adding, that as his corps bad not been engaged, he 
thought the question of fighting ought to be decided by those who had 
been, but he was sure his men would S^t as well as they bad marched. 

The report was current in the corps at that time that Reynolds bad 
been summoned to Washington and o^red the command of the Army 
of the Potomac, and that he refused tt on the ground that there was 
too much interference from Washington ; that no man could lead it 
safely or successfully without being freed from any such control, and 
that he preferred doing his duty aa a corps commander rather than 
undertake an empty honor which carried with it no equivalent power 
or author!^. It is diaracteristio of the man that even in his private 
letters to his family be never made any mention of the fact or in 
any way discHissed the burning questions that were then making such 
sad havoc in the relations of the corps commanders and the command- 
ing general of the Army of the Potomac and the anthoritjea at 
Washington. 

During the long and weary months spent on the Rappahannock, 
broken only by the unftnrtnnate " mud march," Reynolds kept his corps 
in good heart; and at a time when it became a fashion for officers high 
in command to go to Washington ta give advice as to who ought to be 
put at the head of the army, Reynolds remmned steadily at bis own 
headquarters, looking after his men, holding stoutly aloof from all 
personal or partisan quarrds, and keeping guardedly free from any 
of the heart-burnings and jealousies that did so much to cripple the 
ttsefulneas and endanger the reputation of many gallant officers. His 
only utterances were his answers made under examination before the 
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Congressional Comtnittoe oa tbe Condnot of the War, and in tbe long 
series of volumes of their reporta, wherever Reynolds epoke, his testi- 
mony is dear, strtughtforward, direct, to the pnrpoee, and entirely free 
from any criticism of tboae under and with whom he served. Those 
reports remain one of the most extraordinaiy features of the war, and 
make a surprising exhibition of the extent to which civilians sat in 
judgment upon military operations, and undertook to guide, dire<^ in- 
fluence, and criticise them. It would be surprising, indeed, if soldiers 
in the field could have remained strangers to the partisan and personal 
influences thus directly brought to bear npon them, and it is perhaps 
equally plain that military headquarters in Wasbingtou were most in- 
juriously afi^cted by the necessity, real or imaginary, of oonciliatiog 
the political leaders, who mistook the power and office of representatives 
of the people in Congress for a direct commission to control those who 
by military training, both at West Point and in the field, were best 
fitted to direct the movements of tbe armies, to select their commanders, 
and to give them that freedom of operation whidi alone can secure 
success. It was Beynolds's merit that he never would accept command 
unless it was unfettered and independent and absolute within its sphere. 

When Lee b^an his second invasion of Pennsylvania, Hooker 
assigned B^nolds to the command of tbe right wing of the Army of 
tbe Potomac, consbting of his own corps, the First, the Third, under 
Sickles, and the Eleventh, under Howard. As soon as Hooker had 
broesed the Potomac, he directed Keynolds to send detachments to seize 
the passes of the South Mountain, and to follow and confine the enemy 
in its line of advance within the one valley in which he then was, prom- 
ising to bring a strong force within supporting distance -should tbe 
enemy turn back from Pennsylvania and offer battle to the force which 
Hooker was about to send upon its rear. 

It is a tradition of the corps that when Hooker was about to be re- 
lieved, the command was again offered to Reynolds, who declined it in 
favor of Meade, and that it was only long afler Reynolds's death that 
Meade learned this fact at the War Department. Meade and Reynolds, 
bad a long conference at Frederick City, Maryland, when the former 
assumed command, and the plans on which the army was operated were 
DO doubt fully discussed between them. On tbe 28th of June ordera 
were issued for the army to move on the following morning in three 
columns from Frederick, where it bad been concentrated, the First 
and Eleventh Corps being directed to Emmettsburg, the cavalry un- 
der Buford on the left, covering the flanks and bead of the infanby 
colamn. 
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On the 30th the order of march was issued for the movement of the 
army on the 1st of July, — the Third Corps to go to Emmettsbui^, the 
First to GetQ'sburg, the Eleventh in eupporting distance. Reynolds, 
in view of the near approach to the enemy, turned over the command 
of hb own cor[e to Doubleday, and directed the general movement in 
close communication with fiuford in the advance. Buford, with his 
division of cavalry, cDcamped at Fountain Dale on the 29tfa of June, 
and started at an early hoar in the morning towards Gettysburg, but 
unexpectedly came upon a detachment of the enemy's infantry. It was 
a part of Pettigrew's brigade, of Heth's division, of Hill's corps. He 
moved towards Emmettaburg, and received orders to march to Gettys- 
bui^, and to hold the town, with the assurance of instant support from 
the infantry. On the same morning a portion of Heth's divi^on, of 
Hill's corps, approached Get^sburg as near as the crest of Seminary 
Ridge, but after a short time countermarched, and by half-past ten had 
disappeared. In an hour after they had gone Buford arrived with his 
division, passed through the main street of the town, and out upon the 
Chambersbui^ Pike, and at a distance of a mile and a half went into 
position, — Gamble's brigade across the pike, Devin's across the Mum- 
masburg and Carlisle Roads. Gamble threw out his pickets towards 
Cashtown, Devin his towards Hunterstown, scouring the country, 
capturing stragglers from the enemy, and obtaining information that 
satisfied Buford that the rebel army was conveiging on Gettysburg, and 
that heavy columns were already near that place. The Union army too 
was moving in the same direction, and on the night of the 30th, Reynolds 
bivouacked on the banks of Marsh Creek, four miles away, with the 
First Corps. Howard was with the Eleventh a few miles farther back, 
on the Emmettaburg Road. Sickles was with the Third Corps at 
Emmettsburg. Geoeral Reynolds was kept fully aware of the move- 
ments of the enemy by Buford, who had reported to him in person on 
the aflemooQ of the 30th, and through an aide of Reynolds's, who had 
gone with Buford to the front and returned late at night with the latest 
news. 

Reynolds formed his troops for the night on ground and in positions 
from which he oould fight^ if attacked, uotil he could gather together 
and hold in hand his whole force, and reported the condition of afi^rs 
to Meade. On the morning of the 1st, Buford's line extended from 
the point where the Millerstown Road crosses Willoughby Run, across 
the Chambersbui^ Pike, around the Mummasbui^, Carlisle, and Har- 
risburg Pikes, and the nulroad, thus covering all the roads entering the 
town from the north and west. The guns of his light batteries were 
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plaoed on a ridge panllel with Se[QinB]7 Bidge, about half a mile from 
it, whera the rest of his foroee were posted, dismounted, as a reserve. 
Lieatenaot Jerome, Buford's ngnal officer, says that on the night of 
the 30tb, Buford, in conversation with Devin, said the battle would be 
fought at this point, and that he was afraid it would oommenoe in the 
momiog, before the infantry conld get op. Buford, in his report, dated 
Angnst 27, says, "On the Ist of July, between 8 and 9 A..H., reports 
carae in from the First Brigade, Ck>loDel Gamble, that the enemy was 
coming down from towards Caehtown in force. Colonel Gamble made 
an admirable line of battle, and moved off to meet him. The two 
lines soon became engaged, we having the advantage of position, he in 
nambers. The First Brigade held its own for more than two hours, 
and had to be literally dragged back a few hundred yards, to a position 
more secure and better sheltered. Tidball's battery, commanded by 
lieutenant Calif, Second Artillery, fought on this occasion as is seldom 
witnessed. At one time the enemy had a cooceotrio fire upon this 
battery from twelve guns, all at short range, but Calif held his own 
gloriously and worked his guns deliberately, with great judgment and 
skill, and with wonderful efTect upon the enemy. The First Brigade 
maintained this unequal oontest until the leading division of Greneral 
Beynolds's corps came up to its assistance, and then most reluctantly 
did it give up tlie front. A portion of the Third Indiana found horse- 
holders, borrowed muskets, and fought with the Wisconsin raiment 
tiiat came to relieve them." 

Reynolds left his camp early on the morning of the Ist, and starting 
Wadsworth's division himself and putting the whole corps in motion, 
went on in advance, passing through the town to the Seminary, where 
he had a short but significant conversation with General Buford. 
From him and from actual observation he ascertained the real state of 
the case, and requesting Buford to holdfast the position he had secured, 
and promising to bring up the whole force under his command as fast 
as it could be concentrated, he dispatched a staff-officer to headquarters 
to report to Meade, another to Howard to bring up his corps with all 
possible speed, another to Sickles to come forward at once, another to 
hasten on the divisions of the First Corps, and then rode back across 
' the fields to meet the head of his advancing column. This he took by 
the direct route he had improvised, leveling fences and hastily break- 
ing a straight road for the troops to the ridge in front of the Seminary, 
where he found the enemy pressing Buford's cavalry, and at once led 
his men to their relief. Cutler's brigade, of Wadsworth's division, had 
the advance; three regiments, the Seventy-Sixth and One Hundred 
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imd Forty-Seventh New York, and the Fifly-Sixth PenDsylvaoia, 
Wadswortl), by Reynolds's order, took to the rights facinf; ir<«tward, 
north of the bed of an old unfinished railroad ; the two remaining rai- 
ments, the Ninety-Fifth New York and Fourteenth New York State 
Militia, KeyntJds himself took, along with Hall's Seoond Maine Bat- 
tery, to the sooth of the railroad, posting the battery on the pike, the 
cavalry withdrawing as the infantry went into position. The Fifty- 
Sixth Pennsylvania, under General Hofmaon, had the honor of opening 
tiie infantry engagement. 

Colonel Dudley, who eaoceeded General Meredith in command of 
the "Iron Brigade," eaye, in his report, "At a point about one mile 
south of the town the column lefti the Emmettsburg Boad, bearing 
away to the west, and moved at double-quick across the fields to the 
crest of the Seminary Bidge, along which it moved with celerity to the 
Hagerstown Boad, then bearing away again to the west, came into the 
low ground or swale immediately west of the Seminary; hardly had 
the first r^ment arrived upon this ground when Captain Wadsworth, 
of General BeynoldB's staff, brought information that the enemy were 
advancing in strong force along and upon both sides of the Chambers- 
bnig Pike, and almost simultaneously the Second Brigade became en- 
gaged upon the right. The directions of General Beynolds to the 
* Iron Brigade' were to hurry forward and over the ridge in our front^ 
and attack the enemy then advancing up its western slope. The Second 
Wisconsin being upon the ground, was at once directed to charge, and 
moved with their accustomed steadiness into the northern edga of 
Mcpherson's woods, and became at once hotly engt^ed. The Sevenlli 
Wisconsin and the following regiments were hurried up, and striking 
the enemy, forced them to retreat down the slope upon which he had 
been so confidently advancing. Beaching Willoughby Bun at its base, 
the Twenty-Fourth Michigan and Nineteenth Indiana were hastily 
thrown across into position to enfilade the enemy's line." 

The result of this dash was the surrender of General Archer with 
the larger portion of his brigade. The keen prescience of General 
lupoids comprehended at once the importance of holding in check 
the advancing enemy and preventing, if possible, thdr occupation of 
80 important a position. General Reynolds was personally attending 
to the has^ formation for the chai^ of the " Iron Brigade" when he 
was fatally wounded by one of Archer's skirmishers, at a moment 
when his sides were riding to the variona r^ments carrying the in- 
structions of the general " to chai^ as &st as they arrived." General 
Doubleday, in his report, says, " McPherson's woods possessed all the 



>y Google 



24 BETN0LD8 KEUORUL. 

advantages of a redoubt, BtreDgtbening tbe centre of oar line and en- 
filading the enemy's oolamns should they advance in the open space on 
either side. This tcmgne of wood was also ooveted by tbe enemy, and 
Archer's brigade, of Heth's division, had been sent at^oes tbe run to 
occupy it, and was already advancing npon its base when the 'Iron 
Brigade' arrived." Reynolds at once ordered it to advance at doable- 
quick, and followed as the leading r^meut^ the Second Wisconsin, 
under Fairchild, harried into tbe woods, full of rebel skirmisben and 
sharpshooters; as soon as the troops were engaged there, Reynolds 
turned to look for bis supporting columns and to hasten tbem on, and 
as be reached the point of woods he was struck by a ball fired, it is 
supposed, by a rebel sharpshooter in one of the trees, and was fatally 
wounded ; bis horse carried him a few rods towards the open and he 
fell on the ground dead. Almost at the moment when his aides, 
Riddle and Wadswortb, had effected the capture of Archer's brigade, 
Reynolds fell, and the rebel brigadier^neral and his men were 
marching to tbe rear while the dead body of Reynolds was carried in 
the same direction in a bier hastily improvised, a blanket swoi^ over 
muskets, on tbe shoulders of his men. It was first taken to tbe Semi- 
nary, and when the fortune of tbe day was turning agunst us it was 
taken through tbe town to a little house on tbe Kmmettsbarg Road, 
where it remained until the final retreat of our forces was ordered, and 
then it was taken in an ambulance to Meade's headquarters and to 
UoiontowQ, whence it was brought by rail ia Baltimore, on tbe next 
day to Philadelphia, and on Saturday, the 4tb of July, to Lancaster, 
where it was quietly interred along side of his father and mother. 
Sixteen years later the body of his elder brother, Admiral Reynolds, 
was brought to the same spot. 

There was a general expression of grief for the untimely death of 
Gieneral Reynolds, and an almost unanimous feeling that his services in 
seizing tbe position in front of tbe town and in boldly engt^ng tbe 
enemy with a largely inferior force went far towards securing the ulti- 
mate success of tbe battle of Gtettysbui^, and largely contributed to 
make it a crowning triumph for tbe Union cause. His name and fame 
are now indissolubly bound up with tbe history of the operations that 
culminated in the battle which finally and forever freed tbe North from 
the fear even of an invasion in force. 

In General Doubleday's " Military Memoir and Report of Service" 
he gives an itinerary, from which, with his permission, I have made 
the following extracts, as tlirowing light on tbe movements of Reynolds 
in his last campaign : 
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June 14, 1863, Ilej'nolda vas given the command of the First, 
Third, and Eleventh Corps, conBtituting the right wing of the army. 
Afl«r the army faced about, this became the left wing. 

Jnne 20, Ewell crossed the Potomac at Williameport with Rodes's 
and Johnson's divisions of his corps. 

June 24, Lee, Hill, and Longstreet crossed the Potomac at Shep- 
paidstown and Williamsport, and the columns united near Hagerstown. 

June 25, Hooter's array crossed at Edwards' Ferry. The cavalry 
moved to Frederick City. 

June 26, Early occupied Gettysburg. 

June 27, Lee determined to concentrate near Gettysburg. Hooker 
relieved by Meade. 

June 28, Meade assumed command, Iteynolds returning to that (^ 
the First Corps. 

Meade ordered the First and Eleventh Corps from Middletown to 
Frederick City, and thence through Mechanicshurg and Emniettsburg 
towards Gettysburg. The First Corps, under Reynolds, went to 
Frederick. 

June 29, The leAi of the army at Emmettsburg. Buford's division 
covered the lefl flank, moving from Middleburg towards Gettysbui^. 
The First Corps at Emmettsburg bivouacked on the heights to the 
north of the town; in the expectation that the enemy would advance in 
this direction. General Reynolds devoted several hours to selecting a 
position for a defensive battle ; he chiwe a battle-ground with a stronger 
position back of it to retreat to ia case of disaster. Buford's division 
of cavalry was at Fountain Bale. 

June 30, it was ordered to Gettysburg to occupy it, with the prom- 
ise of ample infantry support; he encountered part of Hill's division, 
and, having no orders to attack, made a circnit by way of Emmetts- 
bui^} as he approached Gettysburg a foraging party of Pettigrew's 
brigade, of Hill's corps, retreated through the town and fell back upon 
the main body, who were in the vicinity of Cashtown and Mummaa- 
biirg. Buford bivouacked a mile and a half west of the town, putting 
Gamble's brigade across the Chambersburg Road, and Devin's across 
the Mummasburg and Carlisle Roads towards Hunterstown. The First 
Corps moved to Marsh Creek, the Third to Taneytown and Emmetts- 
burg, the Eleventh to Emmettsburg. 

The orders for the next day directed the First Corps to Gettysburg, 
the Third to Emmettsbui^, the Eleventh to support the First. 

The First Corps marched three or four miles to Marsh Creek, and 
took up a defensive position f^inst the enemy, who were supposed 
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to be at Fairfield. Wadsworth'a diviuon, with Hall'a Seoond A^ne 
Battery, covered the Gettysburg Road, the Third (DoubledaT^a) Di- 
vision, with Cooper's First Pennsylvania Battery, covered the Fairfield 
Boad, and Bobineon's division, with the remaioing batteries, was posted 
on the left, towards Emmettsburg, as a reserve. Here at Marsh Creek 
Beynolds waa again placed in command of the left wing of the army, 
consisting of the First, Third, and Eleventh Corps. 

July 1, early in the morning, Heth and Pender'a division of Hill's 
corps advanced to seize Gettysburg, but Buford determined to bold on 
until Beynolds's corps, which was six miles bsch, oould come to bia as- 
sistance. At 9 A.M. Heth's division, of Hill's corps, and Wadswortb's 
division, of Reynolds's corps, were each pressing forward to occupy Get- 
tysburg. Davis* and Archer's brigades of the former came in contact 
with Buford's skirmish lines. Buford, with bis batteries, kept than 
back until Reynolds arrived, at 10 A.M., with Wadswortb's diviuon. 
The cavalry then withdrew, Gamble's brigade in rear of the left of our 
line. Devin's brigade picketed the roads to the north and east After 
pla(»ng Cutler's brigade in position, Reynolds ordered Meredith's bri- 
gade to enter the woods an*] attack Archn^s rebel brigade. Reynolds 
sent word to Doubleday, " I will hold on to the Chambersbui^ Road; 
you must hold on to the Millersbuig Road," This was his last message 
to hb second in command. 

Still more valuable and interesting are the last dispatches that passed 
between Reynolds and Meade and Buford and Howard and Sickles, 
These, by the kindness of General £. D. Townsend, the adjutant-gen- 
eral of the army, and by the courtesy of Captiun R. N. Scott, in charge 
of the war-records office of the War Department, I am enabled to add 
to, and thus complete, this sketch of Reynolds's last campaign. These 
have not hitherto been published, and therefore may have peculiar im- 
portance, as throwing light upon the events that crowded the last houis 
of Reynolds's life. It is characterisUc of the affection with which his 
memory is cherished by hisold comrades and companions in arms of the 
r^olar service, that they have all gladly ^ven every aid in their power 
to contribute the material for this memoir. Beynolds's name is still dear 
to all who knew bim in the army, and especially to his fellow-graduates, 
and to them all that he wrote and all that was written to him in refer- 
ence to the last movements under his direction at Gettysburg will have 
a special interest that fully justifies this use of it in these pages. 

Reynolds to Howard, June 30, 1863. "Buford is in Gettysbui^, and 
found a regiment of rebel infantry there, advancing on the town, but 
which retired aa he advanced, — reports a division of the rebels moving 
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in direction of Berlin. I forwarded the dispatclies to Meade. Buford 
sent a regiment to Fairfield. I have one divieion and a battery on the 
Gettysbai^ Eoad, one division on the road to Fairfield from here, and 
one in reserve on the Gettjeburg Boad. I do not believe the report of 
the enemy's marching on Berlin. Thej are moving out into the valley, 
hot whether to get to York or to give battle I cannot tell." 

Reynolds to Howard, June 30. "Buford sends reliable informatitm 
that the enemy occupy Chambersbui^ in force, and are moving over 
from CashtowD. I have taken position behind Marsh Creek." 

BeynoldB to BvUerfidd, June 30 (found on Keynolds's body). "I 
have forwarded all the information to yon that I liave been able to 
gain to-day. I think if the enemy advance in force from Gettysburg, 
and we are to fight a defensive battle in this vicinity, that the posi- 
tion to be occupied is just north of the town of Emmeftaburg, covering 
Ae plank road to Taneytown. He wilt undoubtedly endeavor to turn 
our left by way of Fairfield and the mountain roads leading down 
into the Frederick and Emmettsbui^ Pike, near Mount St. Mary's 
College. 

" The above is mere surmise on my part, — at all events, an engineer 
officer ought to be sent to reconnoitre this poaition, as we have reason 
to believe that the main force of the enemy is in the vicinity of Cash- 
town or debouching from the Cumberland Valley above it The corps 
are placed as follows : two divisions of the First Corps behind Marsh 
Bun, one on the road leading to Get^burg, and one on the road lead- 
ing from Fairfield to the Chambersburg Road at Moritz "Tavern ; the 
Third Division, with the reserve batteries, is on the road to Chambers- 
bui^, behind Middle Creek, not placed in position. This was the posi- 
tion taken up under the orders to march to Marsh Creek. I have not 
changed it, as it might be necessary to dispute the advance of the enemy 
across this creek, in order to take up the position behind Middle Creek, 
which is the one I alluded to, near Smmettsburg. Howard occupies 
in part the position I did last night, which is to the left of the position 
in front of Middle Creek, and commands the roads leading from Fair- 
field down to Emmettsbui^ and the pike below," 

Mead« to Reynolds, June 30, 11.30 A.M. " Your deepateh is received. 
The enemy undoubtedly occupy the Cumberland Valley, from Cham- 
bersburg, in force; whether the holding of the Cashtown Gap is to 
prevent our entranoe or is thdr advance against us remains to be seen. 
With Buford at Oettyabui^ and MechanicBville, and a re^ment in 
front of Emmettsburg, you ought to be advised in time of their ap- 
proach. In case of an advance in force either against you or Howard 
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at EmmeUsburg, you miut fall back to that place, and I will ninforoe 
yon from the corps nearest to you, which are Sickles at Taneytown and 
Slocum at Littl«Btown. We are as concentrated as my present infor- 
mation of the position of the enemy justifies. I have pushed out Uie 
cavalry in all directions to feel fm them, and so soon as I can make up 
any positive opinion as to their position I will move again. In the 
mean time, if they advance against me, I mnst oonoentrate at that point 
where they show the strongest force. . . . 

" P.8.— If, after occupying your present position, it is yoor judgment 
that yoa would be in better position at Emmettsbui^ than where yon 
are, you can fall back without waiting for the enemy or further orders, 
four present position was given more with a view of an advance on 
Gettysburg than a defensive position." 

June 30, 1863, Reynolds assigned command of tne three corps 
forming the left wing, vis., First, Eleventh, and Third, by order from 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac. 

Sidcles to Meade, — June 30, Bridgeport, on the Monocacy, — in- 
closing orders from Reynolds, as follows: "General Reynolds wishes 
you to camp upon dt-Tail Branch with your command, uid for 
you to send a staff-officer to his headquarters. General Reynolds 
wishes you to face towards Gettysbui^ and cover the roads leading 
from Gettysburg." Sickles says, "It is in accordance with my written 
orders received from headqnarters at 1 p.m., but in conflict with t^e 
verbal order given me by tiie general commanding while on the march. 
Shall I move forward? My first division is about a mile this side of 
Emmettsburg." 

Buford to Fleaaonion, Gettysburg, June 30. Reports that he entered 
at 11 A.M., found everybody in a terrible state of excitement on account 
of the enemy's advance to within half a mile of the town. " On push- 
ing him back, I learned that Anderson's division was marching from 
Chambersburg by Mummasbarg, Hunterstown, and Abbotstown la 
towards York. I have sent parties to the two firat^named places, 
towards Cashville, and a strong force towards Littlestown. . . . The 
troops that are coming here were the same that I found early this 
morning at Fairfield. General Reynolds has been advised of all that 
I know," 

Suford to Pfeosonfoii, Gettysburg, June 30, P.M. "A. P. Hill's 
corps, composed of Anderson, Hetb, and Fender, is massed back of Cash- 
town, nine (9) miles from this place. His pickets, composed of infantry 
and artillery, are in sight of mine. There ia a road from Caahtown. . . 
which is terribly infested with roving detachments of cavalry. Rumor 
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gays Ewell is coming over the mountains from Carlisle. ... I have 
kept GcDeral Iteyoolds posted of all that has transpired." 

R&fnolds to Buford, June 30. "Have you ascertained positively 
about the infantry force of the enemy at Fairfield, whether they have 
fallen back or are still in the position they occupied at Newpilman's 
Farm ? Send me word by bearer." 

B-aford to Beynolds, June 30, 10.30 p.m. "I am satJafied that A. 
P. Hill's corps is massed just back of Cashtown, about nine miles 
from this place. Pender's division of this (Hill's) corps came up to- 
day, of which I advised you, sayiag * the enemy in my front was in- 
creased.' The enemy's pickets, infantry and artillery, are within four 
toiles of this place, at the Cashtown Road. My parties have returned 
that went north, south, west^ and northeast, after crossing the road from 
Cashtown to Oxford in several places. Th^ heard nothing of any 
force having passed over it lately. The road, however, is terribly in- 
fested with prowling cavalry parties. Near Heidlersburg, to-day, one 
of my parties captured a courier of Lee's; nothing was found on him. 
He says Ewell's corps is crossing the mountains from Carlisle, Kodes's 
division being at Petersbui^, in advance. Longstreet, from all I can 
learn, is still behind Hill. I have many rumors and reports of the 
enemy advancing upon me from towards York. I have to pay atten- 
tion to some of them, which causes me to overwork my horses and men. 
I can get no forage or rations ; am out of both. The people give and 
sell the men something to eat, but I can't stand that way of subsisting. 
It causes dreadful straggling. Should I have to fall back, advise me 
by wliat route." 

Mr. James Beale, formerly of the Twelfth Massachusetts (First 
Brigade, First Division, First Corps), a diligent student of the military 
history of the Kebellton, has made some important contributions 
from unpublished letters in his collection as to the exact details of the 
opening of the battle. G. B. Garrison, who was employed by General 
Buford as a scout^ writes that "I find in my old note-book that 
^Reynolds came on the field twenty-Sve minutes before nine, in advance 
of his corps ; the first infantry came on the field fifteen minutes after 

General Weld, then a captain and aide-de-camp on Keynolds's 
staff, finds in his diary that "at eight o'clock Reynolds and hia staff 
started for the front. ... On the crest of the hills beyond we could see 
the enemy's guns going into position ; . . . a few hurried words from 
General Buford showed the condition of affaire. . . . General Reynolds 
turning to me [Weld] said, ' Bide at once at your utmost speed to 
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G«oend Meade, tell him the enemy are advancing in strong force, and 
that I fear thejr will get to the heights beJ^>nd the town bdbre I ctm. 
I will fight them inch by inch, and if driven into the town I will 
barricade the streets and bold them back as long as possible.' " 

General Jamea A. Hall, who commanded the Seomid Maine Batterf , 
writes, " As to the selection of the position, Reynolds was Ui^ man. . . , 
Early on July Ist I heard Bufonl say, ' Beynolds, I have ma opon 
some r^menta of infantry near Gettysborg, — they are in the woods; 
I am nnable to dislodge them.' Beynolds at onoe dictated a message to 
Geneiml Meade in my hearing, something like this : ' Bnford jost now 
reports that be finds a small force of the enemy's in&ntry in a point 
of woods near Gettysburg, which he is unable to dislodge, and while I 
am aware that it is not your deure to force an engagement at that point, 
still I feel at liberty to advance and develop the strength of the 
enemy.' I was at Reynolds's side for some little time at Seminary 
Rjdge, having gone ahead of my batteiy at his request, and I rode 
from Seminaiy Ridge oat to the position taken l^ my guns, some half- 
mile beyond the ridge, by his side, and all his remarks and appearance 
gave me the iaipreeBi<Hi that he had gone there to stay." 

General Hall says, " My batteiy was charged by the enemy's infan- 
try. I lost twen^-four men killed and wounded, had thirty-eight horacs 
billed, six of them, all on one gun, being bayouetted by the enemy." 

Reynolds's death was felt at onoe on the field, and while it is not 
possible to see how eroi his enthusiastic and inspiring gallantry conld 
have overcome the immense numerical majority of the enemy, there 
can be little doubt that his skill and courage would have done much 
to lend strength to the forces in hand, and that bis fiery impatience 
would have quickened the arrival of the rest of his command. As it 
was, the first day's battle at Gettysbnrg gave time for the concentration 
of the rest of the army on the hilb back of Gettysburg, the heights 
whidi Hancock at once strengthened, and Meade afterwards defended, 
with such admirable appreciation of the vant^^ground that Reynolds 
had secured, by sending Bnford to s^ze the hills in front of the town, 
and by bravely patting lib slender infantry force ag£un^ the over> 
whelming strength of the enemy. Such is the record of a life spent 
in the service of his country and samficed in the defense of the Union. 
His whole career is marked at every point by indefatigable zeal and 
distinguished abili^, by the hearty approval of his superiors in com- 
mand, the afiecticMi <^ his fellow-oGBoers, the confidence of his men, 
the perfect trust of all who knew him. 

In reply to the address aooompanying the preeentalioa of a eword 
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of honor to General Meade by the Pennsylvania Keserres, after Bey- 
Bolds's death, Meade said, " Beynolds vae the ooblest as well as the 
bravest gentleman in the army ; when he fell at Gettysbnig the army 
loet its right arm," Professor Kendrick, an instructor at the Military 
Academy when B^nolda was a cadet at West Point, and still actively 
engaged there, his dear friend through life and still full of tender 
sorrow for his loss, thus sums up in the eloquence of truth the lead- 
ing (jiaract^istics of his pupil, — "Althou^ Reynolds entered the 
Military Academy as one of ite yoongeet members, he quickly took 
ft very prominent place in the confidence and esteem of his class- 
mates, many of whom have since loyally written their names high in 
the military annals of the country, while his frank and manly bear- 
ing gained him the respect of the corps of instructors. Independoit 
in thought and action, of dear and definite perceptions, his opinions, 
on all subjects within the range of a young man's discussion, were 
well formed and well maintained, and yet so calmly and courteously 
as to leave no stiog in the breast of an opponent, but rather higher 
respect and greater friendship. He worshipped truth and duty in the 
highest BcceptaQce of those words; with all these great qualities he 
went forth from the Academy to the wider field of army service, 
aod as word came baok again and t^in of his enviable progress, it was 
recognized as the expected fulfillment of his early promise. It was 
his good fortune to serve in the b^inaing of his military career in 
intimate connection with that other great man and soldier, George H. 
Thomas. Ti^ther and in the same battery they served in the gallant 
defense of Fort Brown, at the commencement of the Mexican War ; 
together they fought successfully at ^>Qterey, and t(^ether they 
stru^led in the desperate and important battle of Buena Vista, whidi 
largely aided in the capture of Vera Cruz and the victory of Cerro 
Gordo. In all these conflicts on General Taylor's line, Beynolds was 
greatly distinguished for his <alm coun^, his modest self-reliance, and 
bis military conduct. Of him General Tayl(H^s aooomplished chief of 
staff, Colonel Bliss, wrote, 'Your young friend has the general's high 
regard, and he is the idol of his men.' In his great and varied service 
in Florida, in Texas, in Mexico, California, Or^;on, Utah, Beynolds 
always showed himself without fear, without reproach, and without an 
enemy. When he yielded up his life, still so fall of promise, in the 
defense of his native Siate and of his country in the turning victoiy 
of tlie war at Grettysbui^, it was but the fitting termination of bis 
whole life. England ' almost regretted the victory of Trafalgar,' 
nnoe it coat her the death of Nelson ; our army and ' thinking men* 
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thronghoot the Korth, who knew bis high worth and high prospects, 
K^retted Ui&t QettyBborg could not be won without the loss of GenenJ 
John F. B^DoIds." 

General Devena, in his oration on General Meade and the battle of 
Oett^Eburg, said, " Re^olda was known to the whole arm7 as a soldier 
in wboee bravery and skill the most implidt oonfideooe might be placed. 
Modest and simple in manner, with no trace of affeotatioa or boasting, 
reliable aa steel, a true soldier, be died a soldier's death, grandly oon- 
tribnting to the triumph he was never to share. Where conld man better 
meet the inevitable hour than in defense of his native State, waiting 
with eager eeal and daontlees heart the advance of the coming foe?" 

General Heth spoke, in his address at Bunker Hill, of the respect 
and admiration felt on bis, the Southern, side towards Reynolds, "at 
whoee death the nation well might mourn, and in doing so honor herself." 

General Meade himself never oeased to bear witness to his sense of 
personal loss in the death of Beynolds, the fellow-eoldier with whom 
he had gained hb first distinction in the division of Pennsylvania Re- 
serves, under whose orders he had earned his success at Fredericksburg, 
and who had opened the road for bts crowning triumph at Gettysbuig. 

The "Histoiy of the Fenn^lvania Reserves," almost an official 
record of the brave men who served in that splendid body, is full of the 
gallant deeds of Reynolds in hb snccessive steps as brigade, division, and 
corps commander. It tells in detail the stoiy of the eventful 30th of 
June, 1862, when " the Reserves, greatly outnumbered, were only able 
to hold the enemy in check by rapid and unceasing firing; their left was 
pressed back, and to the consternation of their mounted officers, who 
from tlieir position had a view of the field, the troops on the right of 
the Reserves gave way in utter confusion. At this critical moment 
the gallant Reynolds, observing that the flag-etaffof the Second R^ment 
bad been pierced by a bullet and broken, seized the flag from the color- 
bearer, and dashing to the right, rode twice ap and down bis entire 
division line, waving the flag about his bead and cheering on his men. 
The effect upon the division was electrical; the men, inspired by the 
intrepidly of their leader, rent the air with cheers, plied thar tremen- 
dous musketry fire with renewed enei^ and vigor, and in afew momenta 
the thinned ranics of the rebel r^ments gave way before the steady 
and unrelentii^ volleys poured upon them." Gordon, in bis "Army 
of Vii^nia," says that " Reynolds's division like a rock withstood the 
advance of the victorious enemy and saved the Union army from rout." 
The sword of boDor voted to General Reynolds by the enlisted men 
of the Division of Pennsylvania Reserves, at the close of the Peninsula 
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campaign, was a natural expression of the affection and oonfidence vith 
wHch hU men always honored him. 

The men of the First Corps, emulating the example of ike division 
of Pennsylvania Reserves, soon ai^r the death of Beynolds, set on 
foot the plan of a heroic statue on the field of Gettysbuig ; and now a 
bronze figure of Beynolds by Ward, one of the first artists of the 
comitry, fitly marks the part taken by Reynolds in that decisive battle. 
This noble monument now looks out over the field where be gave op 
bis life, and thus emphasizes the preeminent services of Reynolds in 
securing the ultimate victory, by seizing the position commanded by the 
vantage-ground on which Meade placed and fought the Army of the 
Potomac At a later day, the First Corps pUced in the library at 
West Point, a portnut of Reynolds by Alexander Laurie, who, besides 
being an able artist, bad served under Reynolds, and therefore was 
especially well fitted to portray his features. They may recall to 
future students of the Military Academy the example of one whose 
life and death are alike among the most sacred traditions and t^e 
most instructive lessons of West Point, Reynolds's was a face and 
figure worthy the sculptor's chisel and the painter's brush, — fully 
fflz feet in height, he was so well proportioned that he did not seem 
to be beyond the average ; his dark hair and eyes, his ruddy cheeks, 
tanned by constant exposure, bis pearly teeth, shining through his 
tawny moustache, his high cheek-bones that gave him almost the 
look of an Indian, bis long, lithe figure, his almost perfect horseman- 
ship, his quicknees in motion, his simplicity in dress and demeanor, 
his watchfulness and incessant activity, — these live in the memory of 
the thoosands who are proud to recall their gallant leader. Oeneral 
Reynolds was a true hero in life and in death, — hia one purpose was to 
do his duty, and he did it without regard to cost or consequences. The 
affectionate confidence of all under whom he served and of all who 
served ander him, and the honors freely conferred on him, are the best 
evidences of the well-founded reliance on his soldierly qualiti^. Rising 
steadily to the demands made upon his skill and military genius, he 
was as perfectly master of himself and all his faculties when he was 
in <d)arge of a section of artillery in his first eng^;emeat in the Mexi- 
can War as when be comcmnded the left wing of the Army of the 
Potomac in his last batUe. What be was as a boy he was to bis 
last hour, — bright, cheerful, hopeful, earnest, zealous, enthusiastic, 
conrageous, modest, and unassuming. These are all homely virtues, 
but tiieir perfect union made and marked General Reynolds as a man 
fitted for the highest honors, y^ seeking none. In the long roll of the 
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son of Pena^lvuiift who have von honor for tbe State and for the 
nnioD, none served with more nntelftah devotion and a h^er um; 
and oomiag as he did of a porelj Puuwjrlvania stock, oommandiDg 
largely PeniMylvania troops, and falling on Peonsylvaoia soil in defense 
ci his Btate fnwn invasioD, it must be borne in mind that be was a 
■oldio- of the army of the United States, with no tiactare of ultra 
State loyal^, and with no beutatiixi in doing his dn^, wh««ver his 
lot was cast, in defense of the flag of the Union. 

It is especaally giatiffing to those who are nearest to these gallant 
(Mothers in blood and name that Admiral Reynolds's bequest of the 
pcwtrait of General Be/nolda to the Historieal Society is accepted 
vidi SQoh fitting solemnitieB, Henceforth lite visitor looking nptm 
the worthies of the Commmweatth, whose portraits adorn its hall, will 
torn with reverent tye 

" To Um vkaw 1<^, 1»STe, and g«Dtle b«art 
Fulfllled the hero'i and tha patriot'! pwt 

To public dutj true, 
Ulld in reproof, ugaciom in comnuukd, 
He ipT««d fraternal zeal throughout his band, 
And led each arm to act, each heart to feeL 
Th«aa were hia public Tirtu«a ; but to trace 
Hii prival« life's Ikit puritj and grace, 
To paint the traita that drew affection itrong 
Prmn Mend*, an ample and an ardent throng, 
And more, to ipeak hii memory'* grateftil claim 
On tboee who mourn him moet and bear bit name, 
O'ercomea the trembling hand, 
O'eroomee the heart, uucooiciout of relief. 
Save placing tbi« memorial o'er hie du*t." 

Gettysburg has his heroic statue. West Point his portrait, and now 
the Historical Socie^ has enafarined him in a place of honor, to keep 
suooessive generadons mindful of the noble life and the heroio death 
of John Fulton Beynolds. 

I fear I have tran^reseed my time and your patience, and yet I 
have but imperfectly executed the task assigued me, of showing how 
well General Reynolds deserves the tribute you are now paying his 
name, by giving his portrait a fitting place upon your walls, and by 
enrolling the addreesea made in his honor, on this occasion, among the 
records of the Society. On the part of the representatives of the late 
Admiral Beyaolds, I now cany out his pious fraternal bequest, and 
hand over to yon and ask you to accept and take in your keejung this 
portrait of Major-Geneial John Fulton Reynolds. 
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At ihe coDclosioii of Mr. Bosengarteti's address, Senatob Ho- 
HATio Gates Jones ofiered the following 

EE80LUTI0HS. 

Beaolved, that the Historiol Society of PenttBylTonia regaida with admiration 
and gratitude those brave men, in whatever grade and rant la the army and navy, 
and from the highest to the lowest, who, during the late Bebellion, ventured their 
lives for the preservation of our country, and of that unity of government which 
constitntei us one people. 

St»ohed, That, herein repeating and approving the recorded declaration of ita 
Biecutive Council, this Society entertuns a profound aflection and respect for the 
name and memory of JOHN FULTON EETNOLDS, late a citizen of Pennsyl- 
vania, colonel in the army of the United States, and major-general of volunteers, 
whose bravery and military skill, as exhibited on the Seld of Gettysburg, assisted 
in the highest degree in the preservation of this city from capture by the enemy in 
Jnly, 1863, and in the overthrow of the rebellion against the Constitution, laws, and 
liberties of the United States of America. 

lUiolved, Th»t the portrait of Hajor-Oeneral Reynolds, bequeathed to this 
Society by his gallant brother, the late Rear-Admiral William Beynolds, and now 
presented by the testamentary executors of the latter, is gratefully accepted by the 
Society, and will be preserved with honor among its most precious memorials. 

These resolutiona were seconded by Hia Exoellency the Governor 
of the Commonwealth, Hon. Hekky M. Hoyt, as follows: 

EEMAEKS OP GOTBENOR HOTT. 

Mb. Pbesident : — I lise to second the resolutioiiB just read, not as 
a mere matter of form. It is not a common fortune that an individual 
life has its confluence with the stxeam of national life in such time and 
mode, that the volame of the one is manifestly greater and stronger by 
reason of the other. It is not given to every one that his individual 
life finds its culmination in a national climax. Sudi was the happy 
and auspicious fate of that human sout which we call John F. Reynolds. 
Up to the years of his prime manhood he had gone along, an honorable, 
scholarly gentleman. Men of his name, his lineage, and community, 
had achieved honorable success in their various walks. A day was to 
come when this man — this plain citizen of Pennsylvania — was to becwne 
a vital factor in the highest problem the century was to solve. Two 
years of dreadfol strun and tension bad been upon the sinews and 
heart-strings of the American people. 

JJpoa an early morning in July, General John F. Beynolds with 
his battalions streamed up the landscape lying between Cemetery Hill 
and Seminary Bidge. Behind the fringe of woods skirting the latter, 
and in and beyond the South Mountain looming up in tJie west, before 
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him were gathering and cryBtalliring the defiant forces of a mortal eaemy 
of bb ooanbry and hinuelf. Closing up behind him were the brave 
and hardy veterans of another wnaj under another inspiration. Under 
these oonditiona Gena^ Bey nolds was borne out upon the crest of the 
first wave of that tide of battle which was soon to overtop OettyBbuig, 
— ay, all America. 

This man was then and there to stand for ns all. Whatever there 
was io his culture, — whatever fruit in a busy and conscieotioua lif^ — 
whatever heroism was in his fibre, — whatever potency was in his gar- 
nered powen, — he held for the weal or woe of us alL 

The great event found Ha great man. Up that smiling valley he 
had laid well the warp, across which, for three days, the woof of blood 
and death and victory was being woven in upon it by theawful shuttles 
of fire and shot and shell, and living men pressed into the deadly 
meshes. To-day, with the smoke and grime and agony wiped away, 
we may happily read the glowing t^>estry which has come off that 
loom, — wonderful, but mocking humani^ with the inscmtable plans 
by which a naUon is to have life by Hie death of its citizens. 

Is it not an auspicious fate that has left General John F. Eeynolds 
the central figure in this human tragedy, which time is softening down 
for us into a grand epic? 

Pennsylvania has a special ownership in the glories of Gettysbui^ 
— not exclusive, for the sons of all the Commonwealths stood side by 
side there. But in whatever was critical, in whatever was decisive, her 
sons bore a conspicuous and honorable share. Upon the ri^t flank, 
Gre^ with his ubiquitous and conquering squadrons ; at Gulp's Hill, 
Geary and Kaue; and then young Bicketts, who with his battery-men 
beating back all assailants with summer-heads, must always stand in 
the flashing for^round of all pictures of Gettysburg. 

Hancock and his brilliant subordinates, holding in their hands the 
long lines of his corps, upon whose front fell and were ground to atoms 
the most sublime enginery devised by the diabolism of war; Birney, 
wedging in away off at the Peach Orchard ; Crawford and McCandless 
and Woodward surging about the "Devil's Den"; "Vincent upon the 
Bound Top; and over all the masterful powers of George G. Meade, 
' — some living, some dead, — a dreadful alternation of life and death. 
Snrely, even to-night and here, brave women and strong men might 
weep at the sorrowing burdens borne by our brothers during those 
fateful days. 

And, Mr. President, occasion of congratulation as this is for the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, rich as you are made in the poases- 
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eion of the sscred effigy vhich to-night yon plaoe apon yoar walls, 
sympathetic and grateful as are this audieDce and the great constitaency 
behind you, it will be veil for ourselves and our citizenship to stop 
often in our busy trafiBc and count the motives, the cost, and the osea of 
the work and the sacrifice of John Y. Beynolds, and the other tbonsandB 
who died with him at Gettysbui^. 

In our day, Mr. President, no occasion of thb kind can be a mere 
formality. 

The resolutions were therenpon tuuumnonsly adopted. 

The Fbesident then said : 

I now have the pleasure of introducing to yon a gallant son of 
Pennsylvania whose name is inseparably connected with the history of 
the battle of Ciettysburg, — General John William Hopmank, — 
who had the honor of opening the engagement on the part of the in- 
fantry of the Army of the Potomac He will ^ve as a short account 
of the early movements of the first day's fight, as a prelimiuaty to the 
principal address of the evening. 

remarks op genebal hopmann. 

Mr. President and Membebs op the Histobical Soctbty op 
Pennsylvania, Ladies and Gentlemen : — In complying with the 
request to make a few remarks upon the operations of the battle of 
Gettysbuig, I am quite consdous that I shall have to ask you to accom- 
pany me over a field that has been traversed by many writers who have 
published the result of their labors. Therefore, if I shall fail to present 
anything that will be new to you, my plea must be my desire to add 
interest to the occasion, when we have assembled to do honor to the 
memory of one nnder whom I feel proud to have served ; one who 
had gained the respect and love of his officers and men to so eminent a 
degree as had General Reynolds. 

I shall confine my remarks to the operations of 'Wadsworth's division 
of General Reynolds's own corps, but then commanded by General 
Doubleday, — General Reynolds being in command of the left wing of 
the army, — but more particularly to what concerned General Cutler's 
brigade, of which my regiment formed part, and to that which came 
under my own persona! observation. 

Come with me to the banks of Marsh Creek, where it is crossed by 
the Emmettsbuig-Gettysbui^ Road. Here our division bivouacked on 
the morning of June 30, 1863. Excepting the bi-monthly "muster for 
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pay," and atanding to amiB to resiat an expected attack, the dsy and 
following night were quiet Next monung, at about eig^t o'clock, the 
brigade— consisting of the Seventy-Sixth New Ymk, Fifty-Sixth Penn- 
■ylvaiua, One Hundred and Forfy-Sereoth New York, Foorteenth 
BnK^yn, Ninety-Fifth New York, and Seventh Indiana, — the tatter, 
however, detached for special dn^, — moved out in the order named 
towards Oettysborg, distant about fijur and a half miles. When about 
two miles from the town, the column was halted for a short time. I 
tlien noticed General Reynolds dismounted at the ude of the road, 
examining what appeared to be a large county map. It was the last 
time that I saw him ; ere another hour passed he had sacrificed his life 
upon the altar of his country. 

As we neared the town, shells bursting in the air indicated that our 
cavalry, under the gallant Bnford, was checking the enemy on the 
load coming east through the gap in the mountain at Cashtown. When 
within about three-foarths of a mile of Gettysborg, our column left the 
rood, bore off to the west, and crossed the ridge which at about half a mile 
west of the town stretches along north and south for several miles, and 
is now known as Seminary Ridge ; we crossed just south of the seminary 
building, tlien moved down the western slope, and at the foot of it met 
our cavalry that had rendered such valuable service and was now clear- 
ing the field for the infantry conflict which was soon to take place. Tn , 
conformity with his instructions, General Cutler moved hia leading 
three raiments north across the Cashtown Road and die railroad grading, 
which at this point is about one hnndred and fifty yards north of the 
road and parallel with it, then moved some two hundred yards farther 
north. We here formed ia line of battle, and moved a few yards wesb- 
ward, to near the crest of a swell, one of a great number that break the 
otherwise smooth surface of the land between Giettysburg and the South 
Mountain, some seven miles west of it. We now observed the enemy 
advancing in a line of battle extending far to our r^ht, aud just rising 
to the crest of the swell west of the one we were on. We immediately 
opened fire by r^ment, and brought down a number of his men; 
our fire was almost instantly returned, killing a number of officers and 
men and woanding many more. General Cutler and two of his staff 
were unhorsed. Among the killed was Major Yoang, commanding the 
Seventy-Sixth New York, an estimable gentleman aud a gallant soldier, 
one who had l^d aside the cassock to gird on the sword in defense of 
his country's flag. He was, without doubt, the first of the long list of 
heroic officers who sealed their devotion to their country with their lives 
on the sanguinary field of Gettysburg. In my own regiment, Lienten- 
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ant Gordon, whose commission was the reward for hrave service on 
many fields, fell early in the fight, and now, with his fallen comrades, 
sleeps in the National Cemeteiy. Colonel Miller, of the One Hundred 
aud Forty-Seventh New York, was carried to the rear severely wonnded ; 
he was succeeded hj Major Harney, who was also wounded, but oon- 
tinaed in command of the raiment. The two lines continued thus 
firing upon each other for some fifteen niinnt«s, while on the south side 
of the Oashtown Koad Gleneral Wadsworth had moved Cutler's two 
rear re^^ents forward to support Hall's battery, which he had placed 
upon an advanced ridge near the road. 

Meredith's brigade arriving, its regiments, the Second, Sixth, and 
Seventh Wisconsin, Nineteenth Indiana, and Twenty-Fourth Michigan, 
constitatingthe remainder of our division, were soon, ander the per- 
sonal supervision of General Reynolds, deployed in a line extending 
south Jrom the Oashtown Bead, and were by bis direction moving foi^ 
ward when he met his deadi, as supposed, from the hand of a rebel 
sharpshooter. The love home for General Reynolds by his officers and 
men I have before allnded to. In the National Cemetery, close by, they 
have recorded it in granite and bronze for future generations to read. 

The small force of "Wadsworth's division, numberiDg not over 
three thousand eight hundred, with one battety, was all that at this hour 
could be interposed between Grettysburg and a whole corps of the enemy, 
present or fast approaching. An hour and a half to two hours must 
elapse ere the other two diviraons of cor corps could arrive. It would 
seem to be a correct conclasion that General Reynolds intended that 
General Wadsworth's division should keep the enemy at bay, west of 
Seminary Ridge, until the whole corps could' be BSaembled at that 
place; and faithfully the division performed this duty. True, when 
an overwhelming force of the enemy was moved against General 
Cutler's three small r^im^ta on the right. General Wadsworth di- 
rected them to retire to Seminary Ridge, and ordered the- battery to 
withdraw from its advanced position ; but when the enemy, mistaking 
die nature of the movement, attempted to rush impetuously forward, 
th^ were ugnally checked, first by a volley from one of these three 
regiments, and then by the capture of two of their entire re^ments by 
the Fonrteenth Brooklyn, Colonel Fowler, and the Ninety-Fifth New 
York, Colonel George H. Biddle, which formed the left of Cutler's 
brigade, aided by the Sixth Wisconsin, Lieutenant-Colonel Bawes, of 
Meredith's brigade. Thereupon Cutler's three right refitments imme- 
diately resumed the line they had occupied when the battle opened, and 
held it well on to one o'clock. Meredith's brigade in movii^ forward 
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had captured some three bandied prisonera, incladuig two brigadio^ 
geoeralfl. 

The enemy now received large reinforcements hy the Carlisle Boad, 
coming in on our rigbtj this neoeeBttated a change of front. General 
Cntter accordingly formed his line facing north at the north end of the 
wood npon Seminary Ridge. We agun became speedily engaged with 
the enemy; bnt onr ammanition was mostly expended in the first 
onset ; what was then left was now soon exhansted ; we could no more 
than hold the ground. 

By this time, however, the Second Division of our own corps, under 
General Bobinson, had arrived ; one of hia brigades, commanded by 
General Baxter, he of Michigan, who had won his star for gallantry in 
leading the "forlorn hope" across the Rappahannock at the firat battle 
of Fredericksburg, and who had among his regimental commandera 
Colonel (now General) Coulter, of the Eleventh Pennsylvania, who 
had crossed the Cerro Gordo with Scott, aiding in the capture of Cha- 
pnltepec and the ci^ of Mexico, and our late townsman, Colonel Lyle, 
of the Ninetieth Pennsylvania, now known as the Second R^ment 
National Guards of Pennsylvania, came to our relief General Baxter, 
leading with the same spirit that had distJnguisbed him at Fredericks- 
burg, soon sent some four hundred prisoners to the rear. Then came 
a brigade under General Paul, a major in the r^ular service, dis- 
tingnisbed at Sontb Mountain and at Antietam, a gentleman whose 
estimable qualities did much to bring about pleasant relations between 
r^ular and volunteer officers, gallantly leading his brigade over the 
crest of the ridge, to be carried back soon afler to lioger in a world 
of physical darkness. Two divisions of the Eleventh Corps which had 
arrived were sent to support the right of the First Corps, but the dis- 
position failed to accomplish its object The right of the First Corps 
still rested in air. It became evident that, when the avalanche that the 
oiemy was preparing on the height beyond our right should be rolled 
down, it would be impracticable to hold our line. A little before four 
o'clock we received orders to retire. Wadsworth's division moved to 
the rear by the way of the railroad embankment at the northwest 
angle of the town, and, while crossing it, suffered considerably from the 
fire of the enemy now on Seminary Ridge. While passing through 
the town our pr<^resa was necessarily slow: the streets were full of 
wounded men. When the head of the column reached the Baltimore 
Road, it came in contact with the troops of the Eleventh Corps, and our 
progress was checked : this check, although bnt momentary, caused a 
large loss of prisoners at the rear of the column which was intercepted. 
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Soon the two columnB surged together, and all organization was for the 
moment gone. The ourrent moved sonth over the Baltimore Eoad to 
the foot of the northern slope of Cemetery Ridge, which comes north 
in a broken line from the Round Top Mountain, some three tuilessouth 
of Gettysburg, to within half a mile of the town, then curves to the 
east and ends in the elevation known as Gulp's Hill, It became evident, 
as we moved up the slope, that we were approaching a point where the 
topographical features of the ground would in some measure compen- 
sate for the absent corps. But where each individual brigade or regi- 
mental commander should reform his men, whether upon the right 
or upon the lefl, seemed to be a difficult subject to decide; the orders 
received were constaDtly conflicting. Under these circumstances we 
moved up the slope, and at the crest met a group of mounted officers; 
among them, one whose qualities were sudi as eminently fitted him for 
the critical hour. He saw before him a commingled mass of troops, 
troops of the army whoee fortunes he had shared from its birth. He 
knew that the discipline that had been instilled by him who had organ- 
ized them into an army — that grand, undaunted, indestructible Army 
of the Potoniac — was still within them. Directing this division to 
reform upon the right, that one upon the lefl, it was but a short time 
till he had wrought order from chaos. This accomplished, he directed 
the occupation of Culp's Hill. The hill was soon occupied, but not a 
moment too soon. The Seventh Indiana, of our brigade, detached in 
the morning for special duty as I have stated, and not engaged in con- 
flict with the enemy, rejoined ns as we were forming in the cemetery, 
and, being a compact oi^anization, it was sent at once to form a line on 
Gulp's Hill, Major Grover, its commanding officer, established a line 
from the pinnacle down to the foot of t[ie eastern slope, and on his way 
back to his centre encountered and captured a scout of the enemy, who 
had crossed the bill before the line was established, and was ou his way 
back, with the report that the hill was not occupied by our troops. 
Grover's line of pickets waa soon reinforced into a line of battle, which, 
on the following evening, successfully repulsed the desperate assault 
made by the enemy to capture the hill. It has always seemed to me 
that the merit for restoring order, and the foresight in directing the 
occupation of Gulp's Hill, have failed to be fully appreciated by those 
who have written upon the subject. Without Gulp's Hill in our pos- 
session we could never have held our line on Cemetery Ridge on the 
second and third day of the battle. That line on Gulp's Hill became 
the high-water line of the tidal wave of the Rebellion; that far north 
had human slavery again carried her shackles, and from that line it 
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eUwd back, back to Appomattox. Mr. Pneidcsit and memben of the 
Histoiical Sodetf, whose special provinoe it is to collate and m^e record 
of all that concentfl the history of oar great State, the events that oocnr 
fritfain her borders, the deeds of her sons, I derire to place my«elf 
npon record with you as saying that the officer to whom I have alluded 
as having rendered such inestimable service on that memorable evening 
is a eon of Pennsylvania, and that his name is WJnfield Soott Hancock. 

ThePREBmENT: 

The next speaker whom we shall have the pteasaie of listening to 
is one whom we all know, and whom we all honor, a citizen of Phila- 
delphia who rendered oa " yeoman's service" indeed on the first of those 
three trying days of Oettysbarg. You will confirm eveiy word that I 
say when I pronounce the name of Colonel Chapuan Biddle. 

ADDRSSS OF COLONEL CHAPMAN BIDDLB. 



The failure t^ Hooko' in the early part of the month of May of 
the year 1863 at Chanoelloisville, following within a few short months 
the repulse of the Army of the Potomac at Fredericksburg, produced 
a profoundly painful impression on the public mind in the Northern 
States. For a second time it became necessary for the Army of the 
Potomac to recroes the Rappahannock, and to seek security on the com- 
manding heights of Staflbrd, while it prepared itself for a renewal of 
the contest which every lover of the Union most earnestly hoped might 
lead to favorable reralta. Notwithstanding his recent and signal suc- 
cess, Lee fully realized the &ct that it had been achieved, to use the 
language of Longstreet, " at snch a terrible sacrifice that half a dozen 
such victories would have mined" him ; or as Lee himself subsequently 
stated in conveisation to Major Seddon, " At Chancellorsville we gained 
another victory ; our people were wild with delight. I, on the contrary, 
was more depressed than after Fredericksburg; our loss was sever^ 
and ag^n we had guned not an inch of ground, and the enemy could 
not be pursued." ..." I considered the problem in every possible 
phase, and to my mind it resolved itself into the choice of one of two 
things, — either to retire on Richmond and stand a siege, which must 
ultimately have ended in surrender, or to invade Pennsylvania. I 
choee the latter." For in his judgment sound military policy required 
that he should not only assume the aggressive, but that he should trans~ 
fer the theatre of the war to the north of the Potomac, where the country 
had been almost entirely exempt from its devastation and horrors. 
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Other coosideralions, too, of even greater importance were intimatelj 
connected with the military ones. The material reeonrces of the Sonth 
bad tiieaij snared greatly, and were scarcely adequate to the aninter- 
tnittent demands which had been, and which were still likely to be, 
made upon them if the struggle were mach longer protracted, and a 
eaoceasful termination of the war on their part seemed to the reflecting 
portion of the Southern people to be somewhat problematical without 
«ther the support or the countenance of England and France. For 
ibis latter object the recognition of the independence of the Confederacy 
-was vital, but it bad from one cause or other, however, been postponed 
from time to time, chiefly, as was commonly supposed, by the appre- 
hension of the governments of those countries of rashly committing 
themselves to an act which might in the fhtnre involve tlieni in inter- 
national complicatimis with the United States of a serioos nature. A 
successful invasion of the North, however, would be saoceeded by con- 
sequences which the Cabinet of Bjchmond not nnreasooably believed 
would lead to tie realization of their earnest desires. Hence under 
these combined political and military considerations a plan of campaign 
was prepared without delay and speedily pot in execution. In his first 
or preliminary offiraal report of the battle of Gettysburg, General Lee 
thus outlines his views npon the subject: " The corresponding move- 
ments on the part of the enemy, to which those contemplated by us 
would probably give rise, might offer a fair opportunity to strike a blow 
at the army" of General Hooker, — that in any event tJiat army would 
be compelled to leave Viiginia, that the enemy's plan of campaign 
be broken np, and that " in addition to these advantages it waa hoped 
diat other valuable results might be attained by military success." As 
one of these other results it has been stated with a oertidu d^ree of 
positiveneas in some of the Sonthan newspapers that it waa part of 
Lee's purpose to fire and in this manner deetrc^ the anthracite mines of 
PennE^lvania. But be this as it may, Lee in his final report, of Jan- 
uaiy, 1864, of the Pennsylvania campaign, etc., makes no allusion to 
any anticipated additional valuable results. General Early, who has 
since, with a number of others, discussed the subject of the proprie^ of 
the invasion, conuders that it was, at the time it was undertaken, " a wise 
and judicious movement, notwithstanding the fate that attended it."^ 

The first et^ towards the execution of the new plan was the reor^ 
ganization of the Army of Northern Vii^nia, which was then formed 
into three oorpa ^armSe, each under the command of a lieutenant^;en- 

' Souttiem Hiitorical Society Fapen, vol. ir. p. fit. 



>y Google 



44 REYNOLDS MEMORIAL. 

enl. Longstreet wu aangned to the first corps, composed of the di- 
Tisions of Mcl^m, Pickett, and Hood; the seoond, comprising the 
divisioDB of £^17, Rodes, and Johnson, was placed onder the command 
of Ewell, in accordance with a nqnest made bjr Stonewall Jackson, on 
his death-bed, oat of solidtade for the welfare of his veteians;^ and 
the third, whose divisions were under AnderBon, Heth, and Pender, 
was assigned to A. P. Hill, The cavalry, which had also been strength- 
ened by several new brigades from the South, was formed into a separate 
oorps of three diviuons, commanded by Hampton, Fitz-Hugh Lee, and 
William H, F, Lee.* Major Yon Borcke, a Frossian officer, who was 
the assistant adjutant and inspector-general of General J. E. B. Stuart^ 
in referring to this body of cavalry, remarks that " the magnificent 
spectacle of so many thousand troopers splendidly mounted made the 
heart swell with pride, and impressed one with the conviction that 
nothing could resist the attack of such a body of troops."' In the 
opinion of General Lee's military secretary, the leoent victories of the 
Confederate army, " with the care bestowed on its reoiganization, equip- 
ment, and discipline," rendered "its spirit and efficiency unsurpassed 
hj any army of modem times."* 

Longstreet, one of Lee's beet lieutenants, and on whom great re- 
liance was placed, doubted, however, from the first the wisdom of the 
proposed invasion from a military point of view, and urged upon his 
chief that the campaign could only be brought to a successfnl issue pro- 
vided it were made " offensive in strategy, bnt defensive in tactics." 
Indeed, he went so far as to present, as a substitute, an entirely dif^rent 
plan, one which contemplated *' the idea of a Western forward move- 
ment." However just or otherwise Longstreet's views may have been, 
it is not important now to discuss them, though it may be mentioned 
that Early has declared Longstreet's plan of a tactical defense to be " a 
simple absurdity."' At all events, Lee remained fixed in and acted 
npon his opinion, and when recurring to the subject a short time before 
Grant crowed the Bapidan, in the spring of 1864, said to General 
Heth, in the course of conversation, " If I could do so, — unfortunately 
I cannot, — I would agiun cross the Potomac and invade Pennsylvania. 
I believe it to be our true poti<y notwithstanding the failure of last 
year. An invasion of the enemy's countiy breaks np all of his pre- 
conceived phtus, relieves our country of his presence, and we snbeist 



I Ton Borcke, p. 899. > Idem, p. S99. * Idem, p. 402. 
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while there on his resources. The questioQ of food for this army pvee 
me more trouble and uneasiness than everythmg ehe eomiined; the ah- 
sence of the array from Virginia gives our people an opporttinily to 
collect supplies ahead. The l^itimate fruits of a victory if gained in 
FeDDsjIvasia could be more readily reaped than on our own soil, We 
'would have been in a few days' march of Philadelphia, and the occu- 
pation of that city would have given us peace." ^ 

When the reot^anizatiou of the army and other preliniinaries had 
teen completed, Lee, on the 3d of June, commenced hie Northern 
movement. The division of MoLaws marching out of Fredericksburg 
for Culpepper Court-House, followed by Ewell's corps on tie 4th and 
5th ; Hood's division and Stuart's cavalry moving at the same time. 
So that by the 8th of that month two of the corps and Stuart's cavalry 
had concentrated at Culpepper Courtr-House. 

Early in June, Hooker had obtained information that Lee was grad- 
ually withdrawing his forces from Fredericksburg in the direction of 
Culpepper Court-House. To test the accuracy of this intelligence, 
which, if true, was most important in its relation fo the campaign then 
about opening, he directed a reconnoissance in force to be made by the 
cavalry, supported by two small brigades of infantry. The result of 
this reconnoissance, which, if its objects are kept in view, was altt^ether 
favorable, has not only been magnified into a severe repulse on the part 
of the Union forces by General Lee, but Longstreet has even censured 
Lee for failing ta pursue his advantage by hurling the heavy Confed- 
erate corps then at Culpepper Court-House upon the Federal detach- 
ment. Assuredly the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac have no 
reason to regret the issue of the engagement at Beverly Ford, or, as it 
is sometimes termed, that of Brandy Station. It was the first occasion 
when as a body it went into action, and whilst perhaps, if the divisions 
of Buford and Gr^^ had been connected from the first, instead of 
having been separated by an interval of five or six miles, when crossing 
the Rappahannock on the 9th of June at Beverly and Kelly's Fords, 
still greater results might have been achieved, yet their work was both 
faithfully and well done. Stuart's headquarters were captured, and from 
them was supplied infommtion which enabled Hooker to keep pace 
with the invading army; Stuart's march was thereby delayed; the 
direction of Lee's army was changed and prevented from attempting 
to cross the Potomac near Washington, and Stuart held in check by the 
subsequent brilliant eng^ments of Aldie, Middlebtu^ and Upperville, 

* SouUiem EbtoriotI Society Papon, vol. iv. p. 16S. 
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OD tbe 17tfa, IMi, and 2lBt dajB of Jane, antil the Union army had 
moved into Maiyland. At Upperville, " very many charges wwe made 
aod tbe aabre used freely, bnt always with great advantage to'" the 
Federal troops. The valuable aervioee rendered by the cavalry will 
again appear when tbe evmta oonneoted with the great battle <^ Gtity»- 
Imrg are Iwooght to notice. 

Quick to comprehend the significance of the intelligence thus im- 
parted to him by the reconnoiaBance, Hooker became at onoe convinced 
that tbe movement northward on Uie part of Lee was the conmiieiioe- 
ment of a real campaign, and, as a preparatory measure, placed Greneral 
Beynolds, on the IStb of Junei, in oommaod of the right wing of the 
army, consisting of hii own (tbe First), the Third, and the Eleventh 
Corps, which, after it faced about and commenced its northward march, 
became the left wing, t(^ether with the cavalry, directing him to pro- 
oeed along the line (^ the Orange and Alexuidria Bulroad to ManjumaB. 
The remuning four corps of tlie Federal army followed <m the sucoeed- 
ii>g day. Aa soon as it waa known to HiU that Hooker had withdrawn 
his fcffoee from the heights in front of Fredericksburg, the former oom- 
menoed hk march in the direction of Ewell, who, undw his instructions, 
had proceeded down the Valley of Vii^nia. Brfore Ewell reached 
the Potomac, Lee notified Stuart that the former would crcsa that river 
<8i a certtun day and at a certain point, that HiU was to follow, and 
that L(Hig8treet would hold the gape in the mountains and protect the 
crossing of those two corps. Afler Hill had crossed Longstreet was to 
vacate tbe gaps and follow Hill. When this had been aooomplisbed 
Stuart was to seize the gaps and protect Longstreef s crossing ; later he 
was to throw himsdf on the right flank of the army, watch the enemy, 
furnish information, and ooBect eappSa. To cover the two corps in 
their march through tbe valley, Lcuigstreet lefl Culpepper Court-Houae 
CHI the 15th, pursuing the route along the easterly side of the Blue 
Bidge, occupying the gaps m occasion required, whilst Stuart, under 
his discretionary powws from Lee, moved in front and on the right 
flank of Longstreet. Meanwhile, Hooker, closely watching the move- 
ments of bis adversary, skillfully manoeuvred so as to guard the ap- 
proaches to Washington, keeping himself at the same time in a position 
instantly to assail Lee whenever a fittit^ opportunity might offer. The 
intended act of invasion, however, in a dispatch of the 15th to the 
President, Hooker characterized as one of desperation on the part of 
Lee, "no matter in what force he moves." 

' Report OD the Conduct of the War, Pert I., p. 29a 
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After one or two affiiirs in the valley, hj which Milroy was bmshed 
away, the First and Third Corpe of the Confederate army, on reaching 
the Potonia*^ croesed it, the former at Williamsport and the latter at 
ShepherdstowQ, and aoiting at Hageratown, from there marched op 
the Cumberland Valley to Chamberabuig, arriving at the latter place on 
the evening of the 27th. Ewell had entered Pram^Ivania on the 22d 
with two of his divisions, preceded by Jenkins's cavalry, which num- 
bered, according to General Stuart's estimate, about three thousand eight 
hnndred* (but which number Fitz-Hugh Lee n^ards as a misprint for 
sixteen hundred *), and from Cbambersbui^ bad sent one of his divisions, 
that under the command of General Early, through Gettysburg to York, 
and the other to C^lisle. On the 26th of June, Early entered Gettys- 
huig with five thousand infantry and a squadron of cavalry, and whilst 
there endeavored, in execution of one of Lee's general objects, to levy 
oontzibutionB cm the town. His requisition for supplies, including ^oes, 
amounted in the aggr^ate to about six thousand dollars. To this, how- 
ever, the town was altogether unable to respond, and being satisfied 
that such was the fact he made no effort to enforce his demand. The 
next day he resumed his march to Hanover Junction and York, intend- 
ing to advance from the latter place upon Harrisburg, in obedience to 
orders which had been issued upon the supposition that Hooker was 
still on the other side of the Potomac. Early's advance upon Harrisburg 
was, however, arrested in consequence of intelligence having been re- 
ceived by General Lee on the night of the 28th, from a scout, to the 
effect that the Federal army had not only croesed the Potomac^ but that 
the head of the oolumn was tlien at Frederick City. The communica- 
tions of the Confederate forces being thus threatened, it became, in Le^s 
opinion, absolutely neoeesary — and it may be in cousequence of a sug- 
gestion from Longstreet that the order was given — to concentrate the 
army to the east of the mountains, and therel^ check any farther 
movement on the part of Hooker to the west. 

Throughout his entire march the vigilance of Hooker had been 
UDoea^ng, so that at the moment he became convinced that his adver- 
sary had either crossed or was about to cross t^e Potomac he commenced 
the passage of the river some thirty-five or forty miles below Shep- 
herdstown, on the 26th and 26th, at Edward's Ferry. Without at all 
intending to enter into a discussion of Hooker's plan of campaign after 
his army reached Maryland, it is nevertheless proper to refer briefly to 
its leading features, which contemplated confining the enemy to a single 

' Soutbein Historical Sociaty Papon, Tol, ii. p. 76, ' Idem, vol, t. p. 166. 
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line of iDTasion hj sizing Taroer's and Cnunpton's Faases of the 
South MooDtain ; tJie cuttiDg of their oonuaunicatioa at Williamspoit, 
anil aboDdoDuig the indefensible post at Harper'a Feny, together mth 
Maryland Heights opposite, which was at that time a strat^ic point of 
no conseqneoce, which defended no fotd in the river, and whioh was 
not a defense to the Cumberland Yalley.' To eecore the first object 
General Reynolds was directed to send detachments to seize those passes 
in the mountain near Boonsboro', and to take poeidon in the valley et 
Mitldletown with the lefb wing.' In connection with the second, the 
left wing at Middletown would be avulable for an attack upon Lee, in 
flank, in case he should attempt to turn npon the corps sent by Hooker 
from below to operate against the Confederate rear." Captain Chesney, 
of the Royal Engineers, professor of military history, Sandhurst Col- 
lege, a military criUc of some reputation, in referring to this plan, says, 
" We may search the history of modem campaigns in vain to find a 
more striking example of the effect produced by operating on the 
enemy's communications than that of thb movement of Hooker's." 
. • . "A glance at the map will show why the little town of Qettys- 
burg" was chosen by Lee, "as the most convenient point whereon to 
assemble his scattered divisions; lying, as it does, nearly equidistant 
from the stations they occupied at Hagerstown, Chambersburg^ Carlisle, 
and York."* Greneral Halleck, however, then genCTal-in-chief of the 
Union army, declined to approve the abandonment of Harper's Ferry 
and Maryland Heights, although in less than two days thereafter he 
reversed his decision on this point at the request of General Meade, 
who, in the mean time, had been appointed to the conmiand of tfie 
Army of the Potomac Hooker felt, and by no means unnaturally, 
that to have his plans thus interfered with on the eve of the important 
operations about to conunence was calling in question his military car 
pacity in each a manner as to leave him no alternative but to request to 
be at once relieved from hia oommand. Accordingly, on the afternoon 
of the 27th he telegraphed to Washington his desire, and on tlie fol- 
lowing morning, Sunday, he received by the handa of a special mes- 
senger ofQcial notification of his having been relieved, tt^jcther with an 
order directing him to turn over the command to General Meade, then 
in cbat^ of the Filth Corps, "a brave and accomplished officer, who," 



1 Report on tie Conduct of the "Wsr, Part I., p. 174. 
> Idem, Fart I., p. Itt9. ■ Idem, Fart I., p. 1T4. 

* Campaigns in Virginia, Maryland, el«., by Captain Chesney, B.E., vol. ii. 
p. 81. 
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as Hooker, in his farewell order to the army, adds, " had nobly earned 
the confidence and esteem of this army on many a well-fooght fleld."^ 
Thus was terminated the connection of General Hooker with the Army 
of the Potomac. Whatever opinions in regard to his ability as a chief 
CD the field of battle may be entert^ned in consequence oi the nnfoiy 
tanate issue of Chancellorsville, he is nevertheless justly entitled to 
high commendation for strate^c skill, zeal, and vigilance while con- 
ducting that portion of the campaign of 1863 commencing on the r^ 
tnm of the army to the heights of StafEbrd, and terminating upon bis 
withdrawal from that army at Frederick City. 

On assuming his most responsible tmst, General Meade, in a short 
and manly order to his army, gave expresdon to the almost universal 
eentdment of the people of the North by declaring that " the country 
looks to this army to relieve it from the devastation and disgrace of a 
hostile invasion." In ignorance of the exact condition of his own 
forces, as well as of the positiou of the enemy, he conld only at the 
moment indicate a general purpose of at once moving in the direction 
of the Susquehanna, " keeping Washington and Baltimore Trell covered; 
and if the enemy is checked in his attempt to cross the Susquehanna, or 
if he turns towards Baltimore, to give him battle." Late in the even- 
ing of the same day lie commanioated to Halleck his intention of moving 
on the following day on three lines to Emmetsburg and Westminster. 
His headquarters at 4 F.H. on the 30th were at Taneytown, about 
eighteen miles in a southeasterly direction from Gettysburg, the leil 
wing of his army, again under the command of Reynolds, in advance, 
in a northwesterly course from general headquarters, and considerably 
nearer to Getfysbuig, whilst his right wing was to his east, two of its 
corps to the south, and tlie remiuuing two to the north of Pipe Creek,-^ 
bis entire force ooosisting of seven corps d'anrUe of infantry aad one of 
cavalry. Bnford, with the First Division of the cavalry, was covering 
the left flank of the army, having been ordered for the purpose to move 
from Middletown by the way of Emntetsborg to Gettysbui^, and, as 
f^pears from one anthonty, to hold Get^burg '* at all hazards until 
the army could support him." 

The strate^o value of Gettysburg had evidently neither been over- 
looked by Lee and some of his lieutenants, nor by some of the Union 
commanders, although Major Daniel, of Early's sta£^ believes that Lee 
himself had no idea of the great strat^c importance of the place.* It 

' Conduct of the 'War, Psrt I., p. 2M, 

■ Address of H^Jor Daniel before the TirginU DivUioa of tbe Army of TSotOi- 
eni Yirgiuift, Octolwr, 187S, p. IT. 
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Mrtainlj oflkrad to Lm &r greater idvuitaga fw co u oe u t w ting Us 
ttoo^ tlun ChsmberBbarg, whidi, under the idea of a ontain immamtf 
from attack, he had firet selected, as sapposed b^ smiw, in patsaanoe of 
\uB defeosire tantioal polity. Genual Long, Lee's military secretary, 
r^ic»tB the following as the substance of his diief 's remarki when tlie 
•al^eot of the Northern invasioD was under consideration : " Shotild we 
defeat General Hooker in a general engagement south t^ the PotcMnac, 
anywhere in the vidnit;^ of Washington, his shattered Ktmj wonld find 
refuge within the defenses of that citj, as two Federal armies have pre- 
Tionsl^ done, and the fnuts of victory wonld again be losL Bat should 
we draw him &r awaf ttom tiie defenses of his capital, and defeat him 
<ai a field of oar own dioonng, his annjr wonld be irretiievably lost, and 
the viotory would be attended with results of the utmost imp(Hlance. 
Get^vbarg and Yoi4c were dengnated as points suitaUe fw such a 
battle."* GettTsborg was, moreover, a position of vast natural strength 
for defenedve operations in the opinion of General Meade,* his assistant 
adjutant-general. General Williams,' of General Fitc-Hngh Lee/ and 
of many other officers both of ezpertenoe and ability, whilst at the same 
time it afibrded ready access not only to C^ambersboi^, but also to 
Ebigeistown, Frederick, Tangrtown, Baltimore, Hanover, York, Har- 
risboig, Carlisle, and Sbippensbui^, thus seeming to fulfill all the ctm- 
ditions which the Confeda«t« ^ief needed for the refdiaatioa of bia 
general plan of ounpaign. Eleven toads, sev^nl of them well mac- 
adamized, centre at Get^bni^, so that by means d some one or more 
cX them he might have maintwned a direct oommunioation with his 
base at William^K>rt bx more easily than from Chambersbnig, whilst 
for defensive bat^ the line from and including Wolf Hill, situate to 
the southeast of the town, and separated from Gulp's Hill l^ Book 
Oeek, thenoe pntsuing a northerly direction acrosa the d^reasicm made 
by the creek to and along the summit of Gulp's Hill to its junction wi& 
Cemet^y Hill, thence following the crest of the latt» for a short di»- 
tance in a westerly coarse, and from thence in a sootherly direction, so 
as to eml»«ce a part of Gemetoy Ridge, and include little Round T<^ 
as well as Round Top itself, is one rarely equaled and not often ex- 
eelled. Hence it may readily be inferred that when, on the night of 
tha 28th, Lee was first informed in regard to die position of the Federal 
army his whole j4an c^ campiugn was Boddenly changed, and in the 
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hagaage of his final report " it was determined to conoentoite the aemj 
cast of the moaDtains, as" Iiad been stated in hie preliminary rqwrt, 
**oar commtmicatioDa wiUi the PobHnac were thua meoaoed." . , . 
** Acoordiogly, Longatreet and Hill were directed to proceed from 
Chambersburg to Gtet^ahnrg, to whit^ point Geoerml Ewell was alao 
instmcted to niardi from Carlisle." In mentioning the 28th aa the date 
when Lee first obtuned information in reference to the Union army, it 
is not to be lost sight of that in his first report he states that the intelli- 
genoe was reorived from a scoot " on the night of fite 29th," and tliat in 
this Longstreet ooDcnrs,* — the latter adding that early on the morning 
of the saooeeding day he hod sought his chief for the parpose of sug- 
geadng, if necessary, whether this report onght not to prodace a change 
of direcdon of the head of their colnmn to the right. But Lee waa in 
aror as to its being the 29tli, and in his final report he so admits hy 
declaring that " the advance against Harrisburg was arrested by iatdli- 
genoe received from a soout on the night of the 28th/' and in the same 
connection remarking that "Hill's corps was accordingly ordered to 
move towards Casbtown on the 29th, and Longstreet to follow the next 
day, leaving Pickett's division at Cfaambersbui^ to guard the rear until 
relieved by Imboden. General Ewell was recalled from Carlisle and 
directed to join the army at Casbtown or Oettysbui^, aa circumstances 
might require." And again, " Heth's division reached Cashtown on 
the 29th." As to the earlier date Lee is corroborated first by H^, 
who says, "On the 29th of June, 1863, General Lee's army was dis- 
posed as follows : Longslreet's corps at or near Chambersburg ; Ewell's 
corps, which had been poshed east as far as York, had received orders 
to oountermardi and concentrate on Hill's corps, which lay on and at 
the base of Booth Moontain ; the leading division (Heth's) occopying 
Cashtown, at the base of the mountain."* Secondly, by General Fits- 
Hi^ Lee, who, when moidoning in his "reply to General Long- 
street" ibe date npcn which the Federal army crossed the Potomat^ is 
carefol to add, "General I^ee beard it on the night of the 28th from a 
•coot, and not from his cavaltj oommander."* Thirdly, by Creneral 
Wilcox;* and, fourthly, by General Early, who distinctly says that 
" Lee received information on the night of the 28th of June that the 
Federal army, then trader Hooker, had crossed the Potomac;"* and 
more pointedly still in his supplement or further " reply to General 

■ Anuftli af the Wu, p. 41B. 
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Longstreet," in which be myi that the atatement of Ltrngstreet, "that 
the informatioD of the croning of tlie Potomac by the Federal army 
was reoeiyed from a aooat oo the night of the 29th of Jane, is errone- 
oas. General Longstre^s own report, as well m Oeneral Lee's detailed 
one, show that the informa^on was received on the night of the 28th; 
If it had not been received notil the night of the 29th it would have 
been impossible for the order to rdnm to reach me at York by the 
way of Carlisle in time for me to b^n my march back early enough 
on die 30di to reach Get^barg in time for the fight on the 1st of July. 
The &ct was that I received the order on the morning of the 29tb, at 
York, with the informatioa that the enemy had crossed Uie Potomac 
and was moving north." Longstreet has rather recently admitted, in a 
second article on " The Mistakes of Grettysburg,'' that " there were two 
orthree trifling inaccuracies in his firstacoountof this battle which need 
correction/' and in r^ard to the important date adds, " The scout upon 
whose information the head of our column was turned to the nght 
reported at Chambersburg on the night of the 28th of June. It is 
printed the 29th."* 

The 8u^;e8tion on the part of Longstreet was received by Lee witii 
a ready acquiescence, as at the time the Confederate army was well in 
hand, with the exception of Stuart's cavalry. A movement towards 
Meade's army was commenced immediately. Hill's corps, then lying 
between C^ambeisburg and Cashtown, west of the mountain, was ad- 
vanced without delay; the divisions of McLaws and Hood, of Long- 
street's corps, following, while the division of Pickett, of the latter 
corps, remained by order of Lee at Chambersburg as a rear-guard. 
Bodes and Johnson's divisions, of Swell's corps, were recalled from 
Carlisle, and directed to unite with the remainder of the army at or 
near Cashtown, notwithstaoding they had, according to Rodes, "con- 
templated with eaga-ness" au advance upon Harrisbiu^, which was to 
have been executed on the 30th. These last divisions bivouacked on the 
night of the 30th at Heidlersbut^, a small village, dbtant some ten or 
twelve miles to the north and east of Oettyeburg. Longetreet's two 
divisions were, however, only able to march as far as the village of 
Greenwood, ten miles east of Chambersburg, on the Cashtown Road, 
in consequence of the wagon-tnuns of Ewelfand Hill's corps blocking 
the road, and there encamped on the 30th. Hill's corps, consisting of 
the divisions of Anderson, Heth, and Pender, and five battalions of 
artillery, was encamped on the morning of the 29th near Fayettevill^ 

> Annals of the War, p. 683. 
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OD the road from Chambersbui^ to Oettysburg. Hill had been directed 
to move on this road in the direction of York, to cross the Susquehanna, 
and thus threaten the oommunications of Harrisbiirg with Philadelphia, 
and further to co-operate with Ewell according to circuinstances. In 
consequence, Heth's division was moved on the same day to Cashtown, 
the division of Fender following on the morning of the 30th, and 
Anderson ordered to march in the same direction on the morning of 
the 1st of July. On arriving at Cashtown, Heth sent forward Fetti- 
grew's brigade to Gettyebui^, which there encountered Buford's cav- 
alry. Intelligence of this was at once dispatehed by a courier to 
Lee, and Anderson directed to make an early start; Ewell at the 
same time was notified by Hill that he "intended to advance the next 
morning and discover what was in his front."* The statement pub- 
lished by Heth of the encounter with Buford's cavalry is interesting 
in this connection ; * he says, " Hearing that a supply of shoes was to 
be obtained in Gettysbui^," . . . "and greatly needing shoes for my 
men, I directed General Fettigrew to go to Gettysburg and get these sup- 
plies. General Fettigrew, on the 30th of June, with his brigade, went 
near Gettysbui^, but did not enter the town, returning the same evening 
to Cashtown, reporting that he had not carried out my orders, as Gettys- 
burg was occupied by the enemy's cavalry, and that some of his officers 
reported hearing drums beating on the farther side of the town ; that 
under these circumstances he did not deem it advisable to enter Gettys- 
burg. About this time General Hill rode up, and this information was 
given him. He remarked, * The only force at Gettysburg is cavalry, 
probably a detachment of observation. I am just from General Lee, 
and the information be has from his scouts corroborates that I have re- 
ceived from mine, — that is, the enemy are still at Middlebut^, and have 
not yet struck their tents.' I then said, ' If there is no objection, I will 
take my division to-morrow and go to Gettysburg and get those shoes t' 
Hill replied, ' None in the world.' " General Long (Lee's military sec- 
retary) states, however, that the first intelligence which his chief received 
of the movements of the enemy was his arrival at Emmetsbuig, which 
is several miles northwest of Middlebui^.* Such in brief was the gen- 
eral military situation of the Confederate forces on the night of tlie 
80th of June, as has been gathered from the various o£Scial reports of 
their principal generals and from other sources. As has already been 
mentioned. Hill was aware on the 30th that Gettysburg was occupied 

" Southern Hiitorical Society Fapere, toI. ii. p. 222. 
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hj a cavalry force of the Federal army, and had sot wily promptljr 
reported the fact to bis oommander-ui-chief, but had alao notified Ewetl, 
who had been recalled from Carlisle, of his intention to advance the 
next morning to aecertsin what vas in hia front. The main, perhf^ 
the only, object be had in view in thus oommonicating with Ewell, 
was to obtain the lattePs assistance in bis contemplated movement apon 
Oettyebnrg. In thus seeking to consolidate the strength of the two 
corps of the Confederate army at that pinnt, it is not nnreasonable to 
Buppoee that Hill antiapated something more than the resistance which 
A mere cavalry detachment waa capable of offering, voA that oonee- 
qoently be did not implicitly rely npon the reports of bis sooats that 
^e enemy vere still statifsied at Middlebnrg. But be this as it may, 
tbe purpose of Lee, as disclosed in hb first report, was to concentrate 
bis army east of the mountuns at Gettysburg. His language is: "Ao- 
oordingly, Longstreet and Hill were directed to proceed from Cham- 
bersbut^ to Gettysburg, to which point General Ewell was also instructed 
to inarch from Carlisle/' and which seems to admit of no other interpre- 
tation. It is nevertheless true that in his detmled report of January, 
1864, prepared six months after the battle, the order to Ewell is put 
quite differently, and that officer ia there given the alternative of join- 
ing the army either at Oisbtown or Gettysburg, as circumstances might 
require.* But, at all events, tt can hardly be denied that concentration 
meant and could mean but one of three things, that is, either an offer 
of battle, or the acceptance of battle, or a retreat In the opinion of 
General Alexander, the chief of artillery of Longstreet's corps, " the 
concentration which was ordered at Gettysbutg was intended as an ofier of 
battle."* General Early goes farther, and says expressly that when Meade 
moved his army near enough to Lee's to render concentration neoessaiy, 
" the only alternative left the latter was a battle or a retreat." * General 
Fitz-Hngb Lee, in considering this sul^ect^ remarks, "The truth is, G^- 
eral Lee and his army were full of fight, their ' objective-poiot' wu 
the Federal army of the Potomac, and 'those people' the Confederate 
chief had resolved to strike whenever and wherever the best opportu- 
nity occurred, ' strategically offensive and tactically defensive' to the 
contrary notwithstanding. An army of invasion is naturally an offen- 
' sive one in strat^y and tactics, and history rarely points to an instance 
where it has been concentrated on a given point to patiently await an 
attack. The distance from its base making supplies a difficult matter 
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to procure, in itself i«gulat«8 the whole queetioD. An army bo utnated 
must move or fight."' Heth fully coocius with Fitz-Hugb Lee as to 
the fighting qualities of their chief, saying that "Lee, not even ex- 
cepting Jackson, was the most aggressive man in his army," and that 
"had be seen fit could have assumed a defensive position, and popuhtr 
(pinion in the Northern States would have forced the commander of 
the Federal army to atlaclc."' 'Whilst Heth, as has already been men- 
tioned, r^iards the battle of Gettysburg as " the result purely of an 
acddent^ for which he was probably more than any one else accountable," 
yet as he is sometimes in error upon important points, as, for example^ 
in reporting a ccmvorsatioa of General Iiee respecting the fight at Get- 
^sborg on the third day, the general is made to say, " I shall ever 
believe if Gieneral Pender had remained on his horse half an hoar 
longer we would have carried the enemy's position/" whereas if 
Greneral Lane, of North Carolina, is to be relied on, — " Fender was 
mortally wounded on the right of hia line by an artilleiy shot on the 
aftonotm of the 2d of Jvly, and was taken to the rear, where be was on 
the 3d of July, and could not even mount bis horse,"* — care must be 
exercised in accepting his narrative in all its particulars. Finally, in 
bis detailed report, Lee admits that he was " unable to wait an attack," 
and that a battle had therefore become "in a measure unavoidable," 
although it bad not been intended to deliver one " so far from his base 
unless attacked." 

A careful oomporison between the Union and Ccmfederate accounts 
of some of the occurrences in the respective armies shortly prior to the 
night of the 80th of June will, as might be expected, disclose points of 
difibtence more or lees material to be considered. Boford, as previously 
mentiimed, had been directed ia move with bis division of cavalry from 
Middletown, by the way of Emmeteburg, to Gettysboi^. In obedience 
to bis order, but pursuing a more westerly course than the direct road 
between Hiddletown and Emmetsboi^, be had reached Fountain Dale, 
a village on tbe South Mountain, a few miles northwest of Enunets- 
horg, on the night of the 29th, when from there observing the camp- 
fires of some of Heth's division near Fairfield in the valley below, got 
his men in the saddle early the next morning and surprised the Coo- 
federate detachment, which hastily fell back towards Casbtown. He 
declined, however, to press tbem, for tbe reason that the noise of the en- 
gagem^t might be heard at army headquarters, where "it might cause 

■ Bouthera HUtorical Sode^ P»pen, toL t. p. ITS. * Idem, toI fr. p. 166. 
» Idem, ToL iv. p. 151, * Idem, toL t. p. 887. 
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delay, unoertaiD^, and d««ng«meiit of plans." There had also beeD a 
slight skirmish at Fairfield on the 28th between the Confederates and 
the Union csvaliy/ information respecting both of which had no doubt 
been immediately reported to Lee at Chambeisbnrg. After his dash 
Baford at onoe countermarched to Fountain Dale, and then resumed his 
way through Emmetsbui^ to Gettysburg, entering the latter town to- 
wards noon,* as, according to one version, two of Hill's brigades were 
about to occupy Seminary Bidge ;■ but according to another and probably 
the more accurate one,* about an hour afler the Confederates had with- 
drawn to Marsh Creek in consequence of their learning of the near ap- 
proach of the Federal cavalry, ThataflernoouBuford encamped on high 
ground, a mile and a balf northwest from the town, between Seminary 
lUdge and Willonghby Kun, and there placed his artillery in position ; 
Gamble's brigade of his division going to the Chambersburg Pike, and 
Devin's brigade to the east, on the Mummasbui^ Koad, covering the k^ 
proaches from those directions. From prisoners captured by scouting par- 
ties sent from those brigades towards Cashtown and Hunterstown, as 
well as from other sources, it became evident that an almost immediate 
movement ou the part of the Confederates towards Crettysbui^ was in con- 
templation, During the day Buford had informed General Reynolds 
that " the enemy in his front was increased," and on that night, between 
ten and eleven o'clock, he further notified the latter that he was " satisfied 
that A. F.Hill's corps" was "massed just back of Cashtown, about nine 
miles from this place. Pender's division of this corps came up to-day, 
of which I advised you." ..." The enemy's pickets (infantry and 
artillery) are within four miles of tihis place, at the Cashtown Road." 
... "A captured scout says, 'Fwell's corps is crossing the moun- 
tains from Carlisle, Eoacb'e division being at Petereburg, in advance. 
Longstreet, from all I can learn, is still behind Hill." . . . "Should 
I have to fall back, advise me by what route." * In reporting to General 
Halleck at Washington, between four and five o'clock in the afternoon 
of the 30th, General Meade states that " information seems to place 
Longstreet at Chambersburg, and A. F. Hill moving between Cham- 
bersburg and York," and that " our cavalry drove a r^ment oat of 
Gettysbui^ this A.H,' 

* Notes on the B«bel InTulon of Marjlutd Mid PeiuuylTUiia, etc., by Jacobs, 
p. 19. 

) Idem, p. 22. 

■ The Decisive Conflicts of the late Civil War, by De Pejniter, p. 27. 

* Notes on tbe Bebel Invasion, by Jacobs, p. 22. 

* Conduct of the War, Fart I., p. 852. * Idem, Fart I., p. iSS. 
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Id his circalar of June 30tb to bis corps commaiulere, General 
Meade anootuices that he " has received informatioa that the enemy are 
advancing, probably in strong force, on Gettysbui^." ..." Three 
corps. First, Third, and Eleventh, are under the command of Major-Gen- 
eral Reynolds in the vicinity of Emmetsbnrg, the Third Corps being 
ordered up to that point." And in hb order, issued the s&me day, for the 
march of the army on the Ist of July, whilst directing the First Corps 
to move to Gettysburg, the Eleventh to Grettysburg (or supporting dis- 
tance), and the Third to Emmebsburg, Meade repeats that " from present 
information Longstreet and Hill are at Chambersbui^, partly towards 
Gettysburg; Ewell at Carlisle and York. Movements indicate a dis- 
position to advance from Chambersburg to Gettyshui^," and being 
satisfied that he has relieved Harrisbui^ and Philadelphia, he "desires 
to look to his own army and assume position for offensive or defensive 
as occasion requires." ' In consequence of Buford's report from Gettys- 
burg of "the appearance of the enemy on the Cashtown Road in some 
force. General Reynolds was directed to occupy Gettysbui^,"* whither 
the enemy were moving, "and where it was not improbable they would 
reach before the command of Reynolds," ..." then on its way, could 
arrive." General Reynolds had, moreover, been instructed, "in the event 
of finding himself confronted by a superior force," to hold it "in check, 
if he was able, and to fall slowly back."* On the judgment of no 
other officer did Meade rest greater dependence than on that of Rey- 
nolds; he was the officer upon whom he "had relied under bis instruc- 
tions." * Indeed, Reynolds was to him as he, affectionately as well as 
eloquently, expressed himself of his comrade, " not only a lieutenant of 
the utmost importance," but a friend, a brother, and " the noblest as 
well as the bravest gentleman in the army." ' Amidst the confusiou 
of tlie reports which crowded upon him respecting the position and the 
objects of the enemy, the commander-in-chief sought from this able 
lieutenant and trusted friend advice to determine whether it was " his 
best policy to move to attack," for as he states in his communication of 
the 1st of July to Reynolds, "If the enemy is concentrated to the 
right of Gettysburg, that point would not at first glance seem to be a 
proper strategic point of concentration for this army. If the enemy is 
concentrating in front of Gettysburg or to the left of it, the general is 

' Conduct of the War, Part I., p. 421. 

■ Meade'B official report, Battle of Oett;«bui^, bf Bates, p. 287. 

• Conduct of the War, Part I., p. 856. * Idem, Part 1., p. 848. 

* Heade'B addreM to the PeimayWanla Reservea, History of the FeuiujlTanis 
BcMTvei, by Sypher, p. 493. 
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not Bufficientlj well infwmed of tbe natore of the countrjr to juc^ of 
its ehanwiter either ftu* an offennve or defoisive poeition." ..." Tbe 
geoeral having jost aasiimed oomoiuid in obedieooe to orders," . . . 
" would gladly reaeive from jou any Buggestiona as to the pcdnta laid 
down in this note. He feels that you know more of tbe ooadition of 
tba tnx>|)8 in your vioini^ and the country than he does." ..." Yoa 
have all the informatiou vhidi the general has Teoaved, and the gen- 
ual would lilu to have your views. The movement of your corps to 
Q^ysburg was ordered before the positive knowledge of the enemy*! 
withdrawal from Hanisburg and concentration was recdved."* 

On his route to G^i^burg Reynolds had on the afternoon of the 
30th enoamped in the vicinity of a tavern near Marsh Creek, aboot 
five miles sonth and west of the town. At the same time the Eleventh 
Corps was to tiie left of Emmetsbnrg, and tbe Third between that place 
and Taneytowo. At night, General Howard, the commander of the 
Eleventh Corps, was requested to report at Beynolde's beadquarten, 
where immediately on his arrival Reynolds showed him Meade's " Con- 
fidential address, just issued, in which he required the officers in com- 
mand fitly to address the troops," and to appeal " to every patriodo 
sentiment to stjmnlate bis oommand on the approach of a great battle.'' 
He also showed bim " in a bundle of dispatches — the informatioa brought 
to him during the day — evidence of the nearness, po»tiou, and designs 
of the enemy. He sat down with" Howard " to study the maps of 
the country, and consulted" with him " upon these matters till eleven 
o'clock at night, the bist night of his life."* The notice of this intav 
esting interview is altt^etber too slight and incomplete on the part of 
General Howard, for it is highly important to be able to determine 
what bearing it bad on the operations of the succeeding day. A pro* 
traded discussion of the probable designs of the enemy from the evi< 
deuce before them must have led to some conclusion, for so accomplished 
a soldier as Reynolds was evidently during that night's study and otm- 
ferenoe considering the possibilities of the morrow, and most probably 
was preparing himself to carry into succeesiul exeouti<Hi the discretionary 
powers with which he had been invested by bis commander-in-chief. 
He had been made aware by Buford that the enemy had increased in 
numbers; th^ Hill's corps was massed immediately behind Cashtown; 
that Ewell was oroesing the mountmns £rom C^lisle, and that their 



' Conduct of the Ww, Part I., p. 856. 

> Campaign ftnd B»ttla of GeH;r*l>u^i ^ 0. 0. Bowftrd, Atlantic Kontlily, 
July, 1876, p. 52. 
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infantiy and artillery pickets were within four milea of GettTsburg, 
His views bendes had been freely expressed, and it was known that he 
favored offering the enemy battle at the earliest suitable moment. Gen- 
eral Doubleday moitions a conversation on this subject with Beynolds, 
which took place just after the Union army had crossed the Potomao, 
in which the latter urged m a reasoa that if we gave the enemy " time 
by dilatory measures or by taking up defensive positions they would 
strip" Fennsylvania " of everything. Hence he was in favor of striking 
them as soon as possible. He was really eager to get at them."^ On 
the same night, close by Gettysbuig, Bufrard was also coDsidering with 
one of his brigade commanders the chances of the next day ; his opinion 
was clear (hat the battle would be fought at that point, but he was 
apprehensive that "it would be commenced in the morning befwe the 
infantry would get up. These," adds the ofEcer who made the state- 
ment, "are his own words."* Buford further remarked that "the 
enemy must know the importance of this position, and will str^n every 
nerve to secnre it, and if we are able to hold it we will do well." 
Heynolds was perfectly well aware that the enemy was concentrating to 
the left of Get^burg, and that a collision was imminent; his corps 
had been ordered to occupy the town which Buford had been instructed 
to hold, and beyond doubt, in answer to the inquiry of the latter by 
what route, in case of necessity, he should fall back, he readily prom- 
ised prompt support so that he might strike the enemy without delay. 

There were encamped on the night of the 30th within a radios of 
eight miles from Gettysbuig four of the nine divisions of the Confed- 
erate army, numbering with the cavalry and artillery not less than 
thirty-five thousand men, and one corps of the left wing of the Fed- 
eral army, besides two of the three brigades of Buford's division of 
cavalry (the other brigade being at Mecbanicstown with the trains), 
aggr^ating about ten thousand four hundred ; most of the remaining 
corps of the Uni<m army being at a greater distance, namely, two near 
iEmmetsbnrg, one at Taneytown, one at Hanover, and one at Manches- 
ter. As to the estimate here made of the opposing forces in close prox- 
istdty to Gettysburg at this time, it seems scarcely necessary to remark 
that writers on both sides have given not only the actual but the rela- 
tive numbers widely different from those now presented. In his letter 
on the relative strength of the two armies. Early insists that as there 

* Battk of GflttjBburg, by Batea, p. U, and Cooduct of tbe Wv, Fut I., p. 
806. 

■ SUtement of Buford '■ ilgn&l-ofBcer, De Fejiter, p. 161. 
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wei« DO regular numlUy retoms for June, 1863, on acooont of Lee*a 
annj being eng^ed on the 1st, 2d, and 3d of Jaly at Gettysburg, the 
eetimates mode of the Confederate force at the commencement of the 
battle are onreliable.' Lee's military secretary Bays, "Shortly after 
the battle of Chaiicel]or8ville the Army of Northern Virginia had, by 
tbe return of absentees and the divisioiis of Longstreet, been increased 
to sixty-five thousand men."' The statement made by Colonel Allan 
is that "frequently the Confederate reports inoluded more than the 
efiective fighting men. Thus Bodes's * return' at CarliBle, a few days 
before Gettysbui^ makes his total strength of officers and enlisted 
men * eight thousand and fifly-two.' Now Rodes had about six thou- 
sand muskets, or less than seven thousand effectives."* Heth says his 
division "numbered some seven thousand muskets."* Hooker testified 
before the Committee on the Conduct of the War that " with r^ard to 
the enemy's force I had reliable information. Two Union men had 
counted them as they passed through Hagerstown, and in order that 
there might be no mistake they compared notes every night, and if their 
counts differed they were satisfactorily adjusted by compromise. In 
round numbers Lee had ninety-one thousand infantry and two hundred 
and eighty pieces of artillery ; marching with that column were about 
six tliousand cavalry. It will be remembered that a portion of the 
enemy's cavalry crossed the Potomac below Edwards's Terry, and went 
into Maryland to join Swell, between me and Washington ; this column 
numbered about five thousand men."* The Comte de Paris in giving 
his conclusions as to the numerical strength of both armies at Giettys- 
burg expresses himself thus : " I reckon, therefore, the whole strength 
of tiie Army of Northern Virginia in Pennsylvania at about seventy- 
six thousand present, out of which at least sixty-six thousand were 
present for duty, and two hundred and sixty-eight guns."* Colonel 
Taylor, of Lee's staff, in reply to the county admits that " the three arms 
of service then numbered as follows: infantry, fifty-three thousand five 
hundred ; cavalry, nine thousand ; artillery, four thousand five hundred. 
Total eSectives of all arms, sixty'-seven thousand."^ So that the estimate 
of the Confederate force encamped within a radius of eight miles from 
Grettysburg at not less tbaa thirty-five thousand, on the night of the 30th, 
may be r^arded as being substantially correct. 



' Southern Historical Society Papen, toI, ii. p. 17. ' Idem, vol. iv. p. 119. 

* Idem, vol. iv. p. 89. * Idem, vol. iv. p. 168. 
' Conduct of the War, Part I., p. ITS. 

* Soutbem Historicsl Society Papera, vol. v. p. 20G. ' Idem, vol. v. p. 24S. 
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The dnratioD of the action which was ushered in on the morziing 
of the Ist of July — an action of Buch momentous consequences to civil 
liberty, and in some aspects the most important of the series of the con- 
flicts comprehended ander the general designation of the battle of Gettya- 
bni^ — was altogether less than seven hoars, durii^ the greater part of 
which time the struggle was wi^ed on both sides with anosual tenaci^ 
and severity. From a military point of view the operations of that 
day may be divided into four parts, — first, the engagement between 
Heth and Buford; second, that between the divisions of Heth and 
Fender on the one side and the First Corps on the other; third, that 
between the divisions of Heth, Fender, Rodes, and Early and the 
Fiist and Eleventh Corps ; and, foarth, from the repulse of the Federal 
forces to their occupation of Cemetery Hill. 

"With the dawn of "Wednesday, July the 1st, or even later,' Heth 
and Pender advanced with their divisions from Cashtown to attack the 
Federal force in their front ; at about the same time the divisions of 
Sodes and Early started from Heidlersburg, where th^ bad encamped 
the night before, for Cashtown. Two divisions of Longstreet's corps, 
near Chambersbuig, followed after Hill. Pickett in obedience to an 
order remmoed at Chambersbutg as a rear-guard. Longstreet's two 
divisions did not arrive on the field during the first day's battle, whilst 
the remaining divisions of Anderson and Johnson, of the other two 
corps, reached it when the action was over. Some of the Confederate 
cavalry were observed at an early hour reconnoitring Buford's force 
from the Chambersbui^ Pike, and towards nine o'clock Heth's division 
of Hill's corps, consisting of four brigades of infantry and five bat- 
teries of artillery,' reached the ridge just west of Willoughby Kun, a 
mile or more from Gettysburg. Several of these batteries were at once 
placed in position near the turnpike, Marye firing the opening gun in 
shelling the woods in his front. Two brigades of infantry were then 
deployed to the right and left of the unfinished rmlroad, part of which 
was embankment and part deep cut, immediately north of the turn- 
pike, and with this railroad for their line of direction were afterwards 
ordered to advance and ocraipy the town. Between half after nine and 
ten o'clock* skirmishing commenced, — the first discharge, — a muskets 
shot, having been fired against some of Giamble's brigade, of Buford's 
dismounted cavalty. Such was the commencement of the great conflict 



■ Soutb«TQ Hiitorlcal Society Fnpen, vol. ii. p. 22S, and toL It. p. 118. 

* Idem, Confederate Bo«ter, vol. iii. p. 119 ; vol. t. p. 196, and vol. li. p. 2 

* Rebel Invasion, et«., by Jacob*, p. 2S,BndI>e Pejater, p. 8j. 
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iriiidi die troope on both sideB had been eager to w^e. Almost at once 
the Brtilleiy fire was replied to b^ Buftxd's light battories, ose of whidi 
ma admirably directed b>r Lieutenant Calif, and the engagement be- 
came quite severe. When Buford'a men were nearly overpowered, Htm 
rignal-oflSoer observed from the seminaTy steeple, in aweeping his glass 
over the field, die flag of the First Corps, and upon reporting the fact, 
Baford exclaimed, " Now we can hold the place 1" 

Leaving hu camp near Hard) Creek, some five miles distant from 
Gettysbni^, in a southwesterly direction, early on the same morning, 
Beynoldfl hastened along the Emmetsborg Road with Wadsworth's 
divisi<Hi, of the First Corps^ and Hall's battery, directing O^icral Don- 
bleday to bring up the odier divimons and die remaining batteries, ex- 
cept the First Brigade, of die Third Division, which had been detailed 
for picket dnfy, on the previous afternoon, from Marsh Creek in a 
westerly direction to Middle Creek, and Cooper's battery of foar pieces, 
which brigade and battery followed independently, under my command, 
from the cross-roads at Boss White's along a road between the Emmets- 
borg uid Hagerstown Roads, commonly known as the Glettysburg and 
Nonemaker's Mill Boad. Befcve starting to Buford's assistance B^- 
nolds read to Boubleday his telegrams showing the position of the 
Federal troops and what they were doing.' From various casualties 
the total effective strength of the First Corps had at the end of Jnne 
shrank to a number not exceeding eight thousand two hundred. R^- 
nolds, from recent information, had most probably anticipated an early 
oollisioa, and being thoroughly self-reliant as well as fnll of dash, did 
not in the emergency await additional instructions. Usually riding 
s(Mne distance beyond his corps, he was on this day with his staff con- 
siderably in advance of the troops. Whilst thus reconnoitring the 
different positions which might soon become the theatre of a conflict, a 
dispatch from Buford was handed to him, when less than three miles 
from the town, announcing that the enemy were then sorely pressing 
the cavalry. On the instant Reynolds sent an aide to Wadswmlh with 
a ofaaracteristio order "to close up and come on," and dispatehed other 
staff-offica« to Howard and Bidctes, who were then not far from 
Emmetsbnrg, to hasten the movements of the former and to direct the 
latter to advance without delay. A few minutes later Reynolds, on 
meting and inquiring of Buford if he "could hold out until his corps 
came up?" received from him a brief assurance in the words "I ret^cm 
I can."* Hall gives a differrat acooant of the interview between Bey- 

' Conduct of the War, Part I., p. 808. 

' Statement of Buford'i flignal-offlcer, De Payiter, 168. 



D,3lz=,lr.:,COO,qlC 



ADDRESS OF COLONEL CHAPMAN BIDDLE. 63 

Holds and Buford, aa folIcrwB : " Reynolds and staff were dismounted 
and sitting near my gons befora we hitched up for marching, when 
Buford, with a small eocott of cainUry, came along, and I heard Bnford 
aay to Beynolds, *I have run upon a couple of raiments of infantry 
near Gettysburg, which, owing to their being in the woods, I am unable 
to dislodge, and I think you had better move up aaA feel them.' 'Rey- 
nolds, in my hearing, dictated a message to Meade something like this : 
'Buford just now reports that he finds a small force of the enemy's 
infantry in a point of woods near Oet^bui^, which be is nnable to 
dislodge; and while I am aware that it is not your desire to force an 
engagement at that point, still, from the scope of instructions I have 
all the time had from you since commanding this wing of the army, I 
feel at liberty to advance to Gettysbui^ and develop the strength of the 
enemy at that point.* " ' 

Howard h»l been ordered by B^nolds, early on the morning of the 
Ist of July, to advance fr<Mii Emmetsbarg with the Eleventh Corps, 
This order was received at 8.30 A.U., and having been expected in oon- 
seqnenoe of Meade's order of march for the 1st of July, Howard at 
<Mice commenced to move in two colnmns ; Barlow's division, with a 
battery, being put on the direct rood to Gettysburg, and the other two 
divisions, with the remiuning four batteries, on a road leading across to 
the Taneytown Boad, and thence by that road to the town. The direct 
road being obstructed by artillery carriages and trains, Howard supposed 
that Barlow's division would not reach Gett^bui^ until shortly after 
1 P.H., and that the other divisions would be there about the same hour. 
As soon as the columns were started Howard, accompanied 1^ his staff, 
taking the shortest route, and riding rapidly, occasionally in the woods 
and fields, reached, as he states, the vicinity of Gettysbui^ about 10.30 
A.H.,' but as to this b^ng the hour of his arrival he is most probably 
in emn-, for the evidence on the subject almost certainly Jizes it from a 
half to three-quwters of an hour earlier. Indeed, he himself admits 
noticing variations in the time thafdifferent officers have recorded the 
same event," of from a half to three-quarters of an boar from that of 
his own watch. His chief of artillery, moreover, remarks in his nar- 
rative that "at 10 A.H. General Howard recraved notice fnHn General 
Beynolds that he had engaged the enemy, and was met by largely 
superior numbers, and urged General Howard to harry his oorps for^ 



> Brootline Chronicle, February 18, 1878. 

■ Cunpft^ of Oettyabiirg, hj O. O. Howard, AtUntic Uonthl^, Jnly, 1870, 
p. 68. 
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ward as rapidly aa possible.'' ..." I was 'with General Howard when be 
received this notice from Qeneral Beholds, hut the hatteries were back." 
. . . "General Howard direotiDg me to bring the batteries forward aa 
npidly as posnble rode to the front."' Before this, however, when 
near Gettysbarg, one of General Howard's aidea reported to Rej^nolds 
the expected early arrival of the Eleventh Corps, npon which, and 
before leaving for the front, Reynolds desired tLe aide to letnm to his 
ooDunaoding officer " with ordera to move on rapidly to Cemetery Hill, 
where he would be put in position."* After Reynolds had reached 
Seminaiy Bidge and observed the critical situation of his troops, he 
sent word to Howard to urge his corps forward, which was the messa^ 
referred to by Howard as well as by his chief of artillery. Subs^-. 
qoently to the receipt of the order to hasten forward his corps Howard 
entered the town, and from Fahnestock's observatory had a partial 
view of what was passing on the field to the north and west in the dis- 
tance. He there got glimpses, as he says, of "WadsworUi's division of 
inlantry fighting near the railroad cnt at Seminaiy Ridge. "Snocess," 
he adds, "was then attending him, and prisonera in gray were being 
conducted into the town." A few minutes later (by hia watch about 
11.30 A.H.) intelligence was received by him of the death of Reynolds, 
and that the command of the troops had, in consequence, devolved upon 
him. As he had previously sent the earnest request from Reynolds 
hack to the columns of Schurz and Barlow, he then, with a full knowl- 
edge of what was transpiring and what had transpired at the front, 
"rode slowly" to the rear, near the cemetery gate, where he soon mrt 
Schurz, who had hastened on to see him.* 

The area of the field upon which the most important operations of 
the 1st of July took place scarcely exceeds two square miles. This 
small parallelogram embraces part of Willoughby Run, which Sows in 
a southerly course, of a ridge between Seminary Ridge and the run, of 
Seminary Ridge, as well as parta of the Hagerstown, Chambersbui^, 
and Mummasburg Roads, all converging to the town. The two ridges 
extend nearly north and south. The Hagerstown Road runs in a west- 
southwesterly direction from Gettysburg, the Cbambersbni^ Pike a 
little north of west-northwest, and the Mummasburg Road about north- 
west. The line of the First Corps, extending on its left to near the 



' Philadelphia Weekly Timei, May 81, 1879. 
' Battle of Qottyabui^, by Bate*, p. 68. 

■ Campaign of Oettyaburg, by 0. 0. Howard, Atlantic Monthly, July, 1670, 
P.S4. 
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Hagerstown Koad and on its right to the Mummasbnrg Road, did not 
greatly, if at all, exceed a mile and a half in length. 

LeaviDg the Emmetsburg Eoad not far from Codori's bouse, near 
the tavfu, and dashiog across the fields to the west at a double-quick, 
Catler'a brigade (with the exception of the Seventh Indiana, which had 
been detached for special du^), of Wadsworth's division, reached the 
crest of Seminaiy Bidge just as Buford's men were banning to yield to 
the severe pressure of the enemy. Buford had, however, faithfully dis- 
charged his whole du^ in the face of heavy odds. He had tenaciously 
kept his position, and thus rendered it possible for the Union, in its hour 
of peril, to find its deliverance through the Army of the Potomac To 
the boldness, persistence, and gallantry of John Buford, on this and other 
fields, his country owes his memory a vast debt of gratitude. Hardly 
had the first r^jment of Cutler's brigade arrived on the ground, and 
taken position to the rightof the Chambersborg Pite, before the Confed- 
erates advanced in strong force along and upon both sides of that road, 
and became engaged with the Federal line. The last instructions which 
G^ieral Doubleday had from Reynolds in reference to the battle were, 
"I will hold on to this road," the Chambersburg Pike, "and you hold 
OS to the other," or the Mummasburg Koad.* In defending this main 
highway, leading from Chambersburg to Baltimore through Gettysburg, 
Reynolds directed the troops of Meredith's bt^;ade, of the First Di- 
vision, which immediately reached the ridge afler Cutler, as th^ were 
deploying to the left of the pike, to hurry forward to the parallel ridge 
in front, and th^:e attack the enemy as they came up its western slope. 
Meredith's regiments, rapidly forming line of battle as they rame suc- 
cessively on the ground, charged the enemy, and drove them precipi- 
tately down the slope, back to and across Willoughby Run. Reynolds, 
who, with the instinct of a soldier, had from the first grasped the im- 
portant features of the entire field, and who by his prompt and resolute 
course of action had fixed the site for the greater battle yet to be 
fought, observed whilst near these troops an advance to the left of a 
portion of the enemy through the wood : one of Meredith's rcgiiments, 
the Nineteenth Indiana, just then appearing, he ordered it to charge, — 
leading the charge in person.' Almost immediately after, and shortly 
before II AJi., a mini£-ball, from one of Archer's Bharpehooters, enter-- 
ingfthe back of his neck as he turned to look in the direction of the 
seminary, caused him to fall from his horse apparently lifeless. Pollard, 
in hb "Southern History of the "War," gives an altogether different 

" Conduct of the War, Part I., p. 806. ' Do PeysUr, p. 87. 
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venionof the ooonrrance^Btating that "the CoDfederates, distiDgQiBhing 
bim from his luiiforni to be an offioer of bigb rank, opened apoa bim 
with heavy volleys of infantry fire. Be was struck by aeveial balls, 
and died instantly without uttering a word."^ In the vigor of bis 
manbood, and in the fullness of a well-earned military &ine, perished 
this hero upon a field which hia genius bad fixed for the det^rminatirai 
of one of the great and decimve oonflicts of the world. "Yet," in the 
language of another, " where could man meet better the inevitable hoar 
than in defense of his native State, his life-blood mingling with the 
soil on which he first drew breath?"' 

The Twenty-fourth Midiigan and the Nineteenth Indiana, two 
regiments of Meredith's brigade, pursuing the enemy across the run, 
enfiladed Archer's brigade, and succeeded in capturing Archer, together 
with the greater part of his troops. Cutler's brigade, which had gone 
to the right of the Chambersbnrg Pike, uid which was extended in 
prolongation of the line of Meredith's brigade, became engaged with 
the enemy a little earlier, the opening infantry fire on the Federal side 
having come from the Fifty-Sixth Pennsylvania B^ment of Volun- 
teers. This brigade, however, meeting with a force greatly superior 
to its own Dumerically, had been compelled to fall back at first on the 
right, and then along its whole line to a position nearly perpendicnlar 
to the one which it had originally assumed, thus not only expo«ug 
itself greatly, but also the right flank and rear of the other brigade. 
The Sixth Wisconsin, Meredith's brigade, which had been held in re- 
serve at the time of the chaise agunst Archer's troops, was at once 
sent to the assistance of Cutler. Promptly chan^ng front to the north, 
it, tc^ther with the Ninety- Fifth New York and the Fourteenth Brook- 
lyn, of Cutler's brigade, impetuously charged the advancing and vio- 
torious line of Davis's Mississippi brigade, forced it back at the point 
of the bayonet to the railroad cut, and there, after a short but sharp 
resistance, captured the Second Mississippi Re^ment, and portions of 
the Forfy-Seoond Mississippi and another raiment of the same brigade. 
This brilliant achievenieut on the part of the Union arms held the 
enemy in check for a time. Shortly before 11 A.u. Doubleday's 
division arrived on the ground, and a little after Bobinson's division, 
of the First Corps, — Robinson's division being at first "kept in reserve 
behind the seminary;"' Baxter's, one of its two brigades, going into 

1 Southern Higtoty of the War, Third Ye»r, by Follud, p. 24. 
* Oration on Oenenl Meade and the battle of 6etty*burg before the Societj of 
the Army of the Potomac, Haj, 1873, p. 18. 
» Conduct of the War, Part I., p. 807, 
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position later on Seininaiy Bidge to the right of the Chambersburg Pike, 
north of the railroad cut, and extending as far as the Mummasbui^ 
Road, — the Eleventh Pennsylvuiia forming on the immediate right of 
Cutler J the Ninety-Seventh New York, the Eighty-Third New York, 
the Eighty-Eighth Pennsylvania, and the Twelfth Massachusetts success- 
ively to the right, all facing west, and the Ninetieth Pennsylvania, the 
extreme right of the line, being refused, facing to the north, and 
stretching along the Mummasburg Koad. Towards half after twelve 
o'clock a general firing was renewed, and some of tiie enemy ad- 
vancing against Baxter were driven back by a portion of his brigade, 
including the Eleventh Pennsylvania, in the face of a heavy fire, across 
an open field, with the loss, notwithstanding repeated reinforcements, of 
about five hundred prisoners from Iversoo's North Carolina brigade, of 
Kodes's division, of Ewell's corps, the Eighty-Eighth Pennsylvania 
capturing the colors of the Twenty-Third North Carolina Regiment. 
General Rodes, describing in his report this part of his engagement, 
says, "Iverson's left being exposed thus, heavy loss was inflicted upon 
his brigade. His men fought and died like heroes. His dead lay in 
a distinctly-marked line of battle. His left was overpowered, and 
many of his men being surrounded were captured."' Pollard states 
that Rodes, in "riding along behind where their line had been, thought 
he observed a regiment lying down as if to escape the Yankee fire. On 
going op, however, to force them into the fight he found they were all 
corpses."* A heavy skirmish line of the enemy then appearing, sup- 
ported by lines of battle, caused the Fetleral brigade, its ammunition 
being nearly exhausted, to fall hack to its original position. Paul's, 
the other brigade of the division, was moved from the rear of the semi- 
nary, where it had been massed, across the railroad cut towards 2 P.M., 
the troops loading as they advanced, and when they had reached the foot 
of the ridge pushed up the next slope at the double-quick, encountering 
at the summit of that ridge the first line of the enemy, who at once 
threw down their arms and surrendered. But the second line coming 
np quickly to the support of the first, and reinforcements being also 
steadily poured in, caused a desperate struggle to ensue, in which the 
slaughter was not only terrible, but the Union forces, suffering severely, 
were driven back. Paul's brigade consisted of the Sixteenth Maine, 
the Thirteenth Massachusetts, the Ninety-Fourth New York, the One 
Hundred and Fourth New York, and the One Hundred and Seventh 
Foinsylvania Volunteers. 

' Southern Hi«toHc&l Society Papen, vol. fi, p. 147. 

> Southern Eiitorj of the War, Third Year, bf Pollard, p. 26. 
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Stone's brigade, of Doubledaj's division, composed of three Penn- 
sylvania r^roenta, namely, the One Hundred and Forty-Third, the 
One Hundred and Forty-Ninth, and the One Hundred and Fiftieth, 
after it came upon the field took position at a little before noon on the 
ridge immediately beyond Seminary Ridge, under a heavy fire, with 
the right resting on the Chambersbtug Pike, and the left almost reach- 
ing the wood oocnpied by Meredith's brigade, — its skirmishera thrown 
forward down the next slope, the pike being held by a number of sharp- 
shooters. This dispo«tion continued unchanged until between twelve 
and one o'clock, when an enfilading fire from a Confederate battery 
compelled its right lament (the One Hundred and Forty-Third) to 
fall back to Seminary Ridge. Immediately the One Hundred and 
For^-Ninth was faced to the north, and thrown out on the pike, and 
between half after one and two o'clock, as the enemy's infantry moved 
forward in force, the One Hundred and Forty-Third was ordered to 
take position on the pike to the right of the former regiment, thus dis- 
playing these two regiments at right angles with the One Hundred and 
Fiftieth, which remained to the right of and near Meredith's brigade, 
facing west. It was to one of the officers of the One Hundred and 
Fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers that John Burns, of Gettysbui^, 
then an old man of seventy years of age, first applied for permission to 
fight with the Union troops, and obtaining that permission, fought 
chiefly with the Seventh Wisconsin until the Federal forces were driven 
back in the afternoon. As he was falling back with the rest, having 
alreatly received three wounds, one of them through the arm, a final 
wound in the leg disabled him. Helpless, and almost bleeding to death, 
he lay upon the field until early the next morning, when his wounds were 
dressed by aConfederatesurgeon. His heroicconduct met with asuitable 
recognition both by the United States Congress and the L^islatnre of 
Pennsylvania, and the pensions which his valor won him he lived to 
enjoy until the month of February, 1872. An instance of the bravery 
of an Emraetsburg lad, akin to that of Burns, is recorded by one of 
the soldiers of the Twelfth Massachusetts Volunteers. As Baxter's 
brigade was marching through Emmetsbui^ it was followed by the 
villi^ boys, one of whom continued to the camp at Marsh Creek, 
where he offered to enlist. Hb offer, however, was ridiculed, and he 
was sent away. On the morning of the 1st of July he reappeared, 
and so earnestly entreated the colonel of the Twelfth Massachusetts to 
be allowed to join his foment, that a captain of one of the companies 
was instructed to take him on trial for a day or two. ^Vhen the regi- 
ment halted near the seminary, the boy was hastily dressed in a suit of 
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blae. Afl«rwards, duriog the action, he fought bravely until a bullet 
BtrikiDg his musket split it in two pieces, one of which lodged in his 
hand and the other in his thigh. The unknown hoy was taken to the 
briok church in the town to be cared for, but nothing was aiWwarde 
seen or heard of him.' As the enemy pressed forwtml to attack, the 
One Hundred and Forty-Third and the One Hundred and Forty- 
Ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, on the pike, were sent to occupy the 
railroad cut, about one hundred yards distant to the north. The ad- 
vance of the enemy from the north having, after a spirited contest, been 
repulsed, the attack was resumed in force from the west, which was also 
successfully resisted, — a vigorous bayonet charge driving them back. 
Aifcr retreating a short distance, however, they moved by their right 
flank and occupied, towards a quarter to three p.m., a wood in front of 
Meredith's brigade. Not long after three o'clock, Meredith's troops 
having retired to the crest of tlie next ric^e, the brigade, then under 
the command of Colonel Langhome Wister, in danger of being sur- 
rounded, gradually fell back to Seminary E.idge, where a new position 
was taken, and for a time stubbornly maintained. But finally being 
outflanked by vastly superior numbers, it fell back through the town 
to Cemetery Hili, where it was reformed, and rested in line during the 
night. 

The First Brigade,- of Douhleday's division, was under my com- 
mand, and consisted of the One Hundred and Twenty-First, One 
Hundred and Forty-Second, and One Hundred and Fi%-First Regi- 
ments of Pennsylvania Volunteers, and the Twentieth New York State 
Militia. Cooper's Battery B, First Pennsylvania Artillery, had on the 
morning of the 1st of July been attached to the brigade. On that 
morning, as soon as the pickets of the One Hundred and Twenty-First 
could be withdrawn, the infantry and artillery were marched from the 
cross-roads at Boss White's, which lie between Marsh and Middle 
Creeks, along the Nonemaker Mill Boad to Gettysbni^, a distance of 
about seven miles. 

When within a mile of the town the sound of heavy firing to the 
northwest indicated that a sharp engi^ement was already in prepress. 
The brigade was in consequence rapidly pushed across the fields to open 
ground, a short distance north of the Hagerstown Boad, and about a 
third of a mile west of the seminary, and there formed, a little before 
11 A.M., on the extreme left of the general line of battle. The battery 
was immediately placed in position, and its fire directed towards the 

* Brookline Chronicle, February 16, 1878. 
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□ortbweBt, to tfa« left of the woods in which the Fiist Division waa 
then engaged. Upwards of three-quarters of a mile in front were 
woods nearly parallel with the line of battle and betweeo, somewhat to 
the left, a house and large stone barn, the latter of which was afler^ 
wards used as a cover for the enemy's sharpshooters. To protect the 
battery from the annoyance which the sharpehooters occasioned a 
company of skirmishers was sent from the Twentieth New York, 
who, readily driving the men off, occupied their shelter. Later in 
the day, towards 3 P.H., Fettigrew's brigade of North Carolina troops, 
Heth's division. Hill's corps, advancing in two lines and in perfect 
order, commenced a vigorous attack on the extreme lefl of the 
Federal line held by the First Brigade. Of the four small re^- 
ments composing the latter brigade, one — the One Hundred and 
Fifty-First — had been detached about half after two o'clock to be 
held in reserve, and was posted near the seminary grove until it 
was subsequently sent forward to occupy the gap between Mere- 
dith's and my brigade. Notwithstanding the great dispari^ in 
numbers between the contending forces, and that the left of the 
Federal line waa greatly outflanked, the position was maint^ned 
with spirit for a considerable time under a severe direct and oblique 
fire, and until, being without support^ the fragments of the four 
regiments were compelled to retire — towards 4 p.m. — to a partial 
cover on the edge of the town, close to and west of the seminary, 
where they continued to resist the prt^iress of the enemy until the bat- 
teries aod most of the Union troops had witlidrawn to Cemetery Hill; 
then, as the enemy were swarming in on the lef^ tliey fell back to the 
same point, reforming in the rear of its crest. The admirable behavior 
of the men and officers of the brigade may to some extent Im inferred 
from the fact that out of twelve hundred and dghty-seven officers and 
men who went into action as the First Brigade of the Third Division, 
of the First Corps, four hundred and forty were either killed or 
wounded and four hundred and fift^-seven misdog, leaving as its efTec- 
tive strength at the close of the first day's battle three hundred and 
nmety officers and men. 

The various offidal reports and anofficial published statements of 
prominent Confederate generals respecting the occurrences on the first 
day between the contending forces of the corps of Eeynolds and Hill 
are in many respects so essentially diETerent from that which has been 
here detailed, that it seems but proper to present the material portions 
of those statements, without, however, undertaking to reconcile the 
many points of difference between the two accounts. General Hill 
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reports officially * that " about three milea from Gettysburg bis advance 
brigade, Archer's, encouotered the advance of the enemy. Archer and 
Davis were thrown into line, and with some pieces of artillery from 
Fegram, the enemy were steadily driven back to the wooded hills this 
side of Gettysbut^, where their principal force (since ascertained to be 
the First and Eleventh Corps) was disposed to dispute our farther 
advance. Heth'a whole division was now thrown into line; Davis on 
the left of the road ; Archer, Pettigrew, and Brokeobrougb on the right, 
and Pender formed in bis rear ; Thoman on the left, and lione, Scales, 
and Perrin on the right. Pegram's and Mcintosh's battalions of 
artillery were put in portion on the crest of a hill overlooking the 
town of Gettysburg. Heth's division drove the enemy, encountering 
a determined resistance. About half-past two o'clock the right wing of 
Ewell's corps made its appearance on my lefl, and thus formed a right 
angle with my line. Fender's division was then ordered forward, 
Thomas's brigade being retained in reserve, and the rout of the enemy 
was complete, Perrin's brigade taking position afler position of the 
enemy and driving him through the town of Gettysburg. The want 
of cavalry had been and was again seriously felt. Under the impres- 
^on that the enemy were entirely routed, — my own two divisions ex- 
hausted by some six hours' hard fighting, — prudence led me to be content 
with what had been gained, and not push forward troops exhausted and 
necessarily disordered, probably to enconnter fresh troops of the enemy." 
..." Brigadier-General Archer was taken prisoner by the enemy." 
..." PettigreVs brigade, under its gallant leader, fought most admi- 
rably and sustained heavy loss." Three things in this report will not 
escape observation. First, that the Federal forces oflered a "deter- 
mined resistance;" eecxind, that the want of cavalry " was ^ain ser- 
iously felt;" and, third, that no mention is made either of the capture 
of Archer's or of the lai^er part of Davis's brigades. In connection 
with the first point, it may be well to consider the comparatively recent 
account of General Heth, in which, after mentioning that upon his 
first advance, meeting with no opposition, when within a mile or so of 
the town two of his brigades (Archer's and Davis's) were then deployed 
to the right and left of the railroad leading into Gettysburg, and with 
the railroad as a point of direction were ordered to advance and occupy 
Gettysburg. "These brigades on moving forward soon struck the 
enemy, which proved to be Reynolds's corps of the Federal army, and 
were driven back with some loss." ..." My division was then formed 

' SoutLern Hiitoricsl Society Fapera, toI. ii. p. 223. 
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in a wooded raviDe to the right of the railroad, the ground rising in 
front and rear. The enemj was evidently in force in mj front. General 
Rodes, commanding a division of Ewell'a corps, en nmU to Cashtown, 
vas following a road running north of Gettysburg. Rodes hearing the 
firing at Gettysburg, faced hy the left flank and approached tiie town. 
He soon became heavily engaged, and seeing this I sought for and 
found General Iiee, saying to the general, ' Bodes is very heavily en- 
gaged; had I not better attack?' General Lee replied, 'Ko; I am not 
prepared to bring on a general engagement to-day ; Longstreet is not 
up.' Retnming to my diviuon, I soon discovered that the enemy were 
moving troops from my front and poshing them against Rodes. I re- 
ported this iact to General Lee, and again requested to be permitted to 
attack. Permission was ^ven. My division nnmbered some seven 
thousand muskets. I found in my front a heavy diirmish line and two 
lines of battle. My division swept over these without halting. My 
loss was severe. In twenty-five minutes I lost two thousand seven hnn- 
dred men killed and wounded." Certainly no idea of a "determined 
resistance," such as is spoken of by Hill, is conveyed by the language 
of Heth ; in fact, the reverse is fairly inferrible from it, and yet Hill's 
version is alt^^ether the more likely to be accurate, as it is not only 
confirmed by the testimony of Federal officers, but, moreover, appears 
to be corroborated by the fact mentioned by Heth himself, that he lost 
two thonsand seven hundred men killed and wounded, out of a division 
of seven thousand, in twenty-five minutes ; a loss of over one-third in so 
short a space of time is quite calculated to check the ardor of even the 
most dating troops. And lastly, General Lee, in his final report on 
the campaign in Pennfylvania, puts it thus: General Heth, when 
within a mile of the town, sent two brigades forward to reconnoitre. 
" They drove in the advance of the enemy very gallantly, but subse- 
quently encountered largely superior numbers, and were compelled to 
retire with loss, Brigadier-General Archer, commanding one of the 
brigades, being taken prisoner. Genaial Heth then prepared for action, 
and as soon as Pender arrived to support biro, was ordered by General 
Hill to advance. The artillery was placed in position, and the engage- 
ment opened with vigco-. General Heth pressed the enemy steadily 
back, breaking his first and second lines and attacking his third 
with great resolution. About 2J pjtf. the advance of Ewell's corps, 
oonsisting of Bodes's division, with Carter's battalion of artillery, ar- 
rived by the Middletown Road, and forming on Heth's lefl, nearly at 
right angles with his line, became warmly engf^ed with fresh numbers 
of the enemy. Heth's troops having sufTered heavily in their pro- 
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tracted contest ■with a superior force, were relieved by Pender's, and 
Sarly coming np by the Heidlersbm^ Road soon atWwards, took 
portion on the left of Itodes, when a general advance was made. The 
enemy gave way on all sides, and were driven through Gettyabui^ 
with great loss. Major-General Reynolds, who was in command, was 
killed." * This final report, it should be borne in mind, was written in 
January, 1864, six moDthe after the battle. It is consequently a matter 
of surprise that General Lee should display such a want of accuracy in 
an important official document respecting a fact, then of such general 
notoriety, as that of the time of the death of Reynolds. The general 
advance of the Confederate troops is stated to have been subsequent to 
2^ P.M., and after that hour that "Major-General Beynolds" . . . 
" was killed," as it would appear from the report, in Gettysburg. But 
passing this over, what becomes of HetVs account if Lee ia right, 
when the latter asserts that Heth's troops were relieved by Pender's 
before the general advance was made? 

General Lee, as well as a large number of Confederate officers of 
high rank, attribute in a measure their want of success at Gettysbui^ 
to the absence of cavalry. The only reference on the part of Lee to 
the subject is that in his final report, in which the embarrassment, con- 
sidered to be due to such cause, is limited to the movements of his 
army " preceding the battle' of Gettysburg,"* General Hill goes fur- 
ther, saying that " the want of cavalry was again seriously felt." Col- 
onel Taylor, of Lee's staff, remarks, "Now as to the battle itself. The 
first great disadvantage experienced by General Lee was the unexpected 
absence of his cavalry."' General Alexander, chief of artillery of 
Longstreet's corps, declares that their "information of the enemy's 
movements was incomplete on account of the absence of all of the cav- 
alry, or nearly all, with General Stuart, who, instead of being between 
as and the enemy, was on a raid around him."* General Wilcox, of 
Hill's corps, expresses himsejf to the same effect, observing that a scout 
reported that Hooker had crossed the Potomac and was moving north. 
" Without his cavalry General Lee could not divine the purpose of the 
enemy, but he determined, with the view of guarding his communica- 
tions with Virginia and to check the advance west, to concentrate his 
forces east of the mountains."* (General Long, military secretary to 
General Lee, says, " When, however," Lee " had crossed the Potomac, 
the absence of his cavalry, caused by the fatal blunder of Stuart, which 

> Southern Historical Society Papers, vol. ii. p. 40. ' Idem, vol. ii. p. 44. 

» Idem, vol. iv. p. 82. * Idem, vol. iv. p. 99. ' Idem, vol. iv. p. 112. 
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separated it from the army at the most criUcal time, obliged him to 
grope hia vay in the dark, and precipitated him, hy the want of timely 
notice, into a premature engagement with the enemy."' General Heth 
ia the most emphatic, saying, " The fkilura to crush the Federal army 
in Pennsylvania in 1863, in the opinion of almost all the officers of 
the Army of Northern Virginia, can be expressed in five words, — the 
ahtaux of our oavaby,"' These extracts suflitneatly indicate the pre- 
Tuling impreesion among a very numerous class of Confederate officers, 
namely, that the cavalry arm of the service was actually wanting to the 
Confederate chief. And yet on this point the statements of Generals 
J. E. B. Stuart and FitE-Hogh Lee are diametrically in opposition to 
those which have jost been cited. Stuart, in the draft of bis report on 
the Gettysburg campaign, refers to this subject, and replies to the un- 
&vorab]e criticism of his fellow-officera in the following manner: "It 
was thought by many that my command oould have rendered more 
service bad it been in advance of the army the first day at Gettysburg, 
and the commandite general complains of a want of cavalry on that 
oocssion ; but it must be remembered that the cavalry (Jenkins's bri- 
gade) specially selected for advance-guard to the army by the com- 
manding general on account of its geographical location at the time was 
avmlable for this purpose, and bad two batteries of horse artillery 
swing with it. If, therefore, the peculiar functions of cavalry with 
the army were not satisfactorily performed in the absence of ray com- 
mand, it should rather be attributed to the fact that Jenkins's brigade 
was not as effident as it ought to have been, and as its numbers (three 
thousand eight hundred) on leaving Ytrgiuia warranted us in expecting. 
Even at that time, by its reduction incident to the campaign, it numbered 
far more than the cavalry which aueoessfully covered Jackson's flank 
movement at Chanoellorsville, turned back Stoneman from the James, 
and drove three thousand five hundred cavalry, under AveriU, across the 
Rappahannock. Properly handled, suuh ^command should have done 
everything requifdte, and left, nothing to detract by the remotest impli- 
cation from the brilliant exploits of their comrades achieved under cir- 
cumstances of great hardship and danger."* General Fitz-Hugh Lee, 
in his review of the first two days' operations at Gettysbui^, is quite as 
emphatic "The much-abused cavalry," he says, "is lii^ed into great 
prominence, and is constrained to feel complimented by the statement 
of many of these critics, that the failure to crush the Federal army in 

' Southern Historical Societj Papeis, vol. iv. p. 122. 

' Idem, vol. It. p. 166. * Idem, vol. ii. p. 78. 
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Pennsylvania in 1863 can be ezpresaed ' in five words/ viz., ' the ab- 
sence of our cavalrf'; but eucli langaage implies an aocnaation against 
General J. K B. Stuart, its commander, who baa been changed with a 
neglect of daty in not reporting the passage of the Potomac hy Hooker's 
army (afterwards Meade's), and widi disobedience of orders, which re- 
sulted in placing the Fedra^ armjr between hb command and the force 
of General Lee, thereby putting out the ejres of his own ' giant' "... 
" From the 25th of June to July 2, General Lee deplored Stoart'a 
abeence, and almost hourly wished for him, and yet it was by his per- 
mission his daring chief of cavalry was away. General Stuart cannot^ 
therefore, be charged with the responeibility of the failure at Gettys- 
burg." ' And elsewhere Fits-Hugh Ijee remarks, " In justice to Stuart^ 
it may be said that he had calculated upon the brigade of Jenkins, and 
White's battalion of cavalry, which accompanied Generals Swell and 
Early, and Jones's and Robertson's brigades, which were left to guard 
the passes of the Blue Ridge, and were to rejoin General Iiee as soon 
as the enemy crossed the river, to do all that was necessary."* On the 
other hand. General Early, in reviewing the causes of Lee's defeat, ex- 
presses his opinion in the following manner : " I have never thought 
that our failure at Get^bui^ was due to the absence of Stuart's cav- 
alry, though I can well understand the perplexity and annoyance it 
caused General Lee before the enemy was found. He was found, how- 
ever, witliout the aid of cavalry, aiid when found, though by accident, 
he furnished us the opportuni^ to strike him a fatal blow." ..." It 
is difficult" ..." to perceive of what more avail in ascertmning and 
reporting the movements of the Federal army Stuart's cavalry could 
have be^i if it had moved on the west of South Mountain than indi- 
vidual scouts duplexed for that purpose, while it is very certain tliat 
his movement on the other flank greatly perplexed and bewildered the 
Federal commanders, and compelled them to move slower. It is not 
improbable, however, that it would have been better for him to hurry 
on and not meddle with the wagon-train he captured ; but then the 
temptation was so great to a poor Confederate."* Lieuteumt^-Colonet 
Fremantle, of the Coldstream Guards, who was present with Lee's 
army at Gettyshui^, and who has expressed great admiration for (he 
gallantly and determination of the Southern people in his "Three 
Months in the Southern States," writes, under date of June 30, as fol- 
loira : " I had a long talk with many officers about the approaching 

■ Southern EUtorical Society Frnpen, toI. v. p. 162. 

* Idem, Tol. W. p. T5. ■ Idem, toI. it. p. 28S. 
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tannot nov be delayed long, and will take place 
iwards Gettysbui^) " instead of in the direction 
tiad sappoBed. £well, who has laid York as 
DDtribution, has been ordered to reaaite. Evety 
'ith Gonfideooe. I remarked that it would be a 
on this oocaaion they bad cavalry to follow up 
ihe event of their auoceeding in beating them. 

all spoke of their cavalry as not efficient for 
Stuart's men, though excellent at making raids, 
itores, and cutting off communications, seem to 
ng infantry under any circumstances. Unlike 
^8 army, they wear swords, but seem to have 
; they hanker after their carbines and revolvers, 
th their swords between their left \eg and the 
T funny appearance ; but their horses are gen- 
ride well. The infantry and artillery of this 
spect the cavalry very much, and of^n jeer at 
t of the operations of General Gregg's division 
ha right flank of the army at Gettysburg, Col- 
368 this disinclination of Stuart's cavalry to make 
escription of Gregg's brilliant charge on the af- 
ly, which foiled Stuart's attempt to surprise the 

battle, which was to have been executed simul- 
} assault in front, is so much in point that an 
[iven : " As Town ordered sabres to be drawn 
nee, Custer dashed up with similar orders, and 
ad. The two columns drew nearer and nearer, 
nbering their opponents as three or four to one. 
rt the trot, then the gallop. Hampton's battle- 
if the brigade. The orders of the Confederate 
\>y those in the woods on their left, — ' Keep to 
eep to your sabres I' for the lessons they bad 
>n and at Aldie had been severe. There the 
'our sabres ! Draw your pistols and fight like 
;ibre was never a favorite weapon with the Con- 
w, in spite of the lessons of the past, the wam- 
( not heeded by all,"* ..." The successful re- 
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snlt of this magnificent cavaliy charge was attributed hy the victors to 
the steadiness and efBciency with which thej used the sabre, en maaae, 
against greatly superior numbers of the enemy, manj of whom bad 
exchanged that weapon for the revolver." 

The main features of the determined resistance offered by the First 
Corps having thus at some length been presented, the part taken in the 
battle of the 1st of July by the Eleventh Corps remtuns to be described. 
Shortly afler the death of Keynolds, General Schurz, who had assumed 
the command of the Eleventh Corps, met the Third Division, the head 
of that part of his column which had moved by the Taneytown Soad, 
near Cemetery Hill. This was probably a little after 1 f .M., although 
General Howard suggests that it may have been as early as 12.45 p.m.,* 
whilst his chief of artillery states that at 10 A.M. "the head of the 
Eleventh Corps had" . . . "just come in sight of Gettysburg."' The 
narrative of this last-mentioned officer does not, however, ^ree in 
several important particulars with the reports of other officers. For 
instance, both Howard and Schorz speak of Barlow's division {the 
First) as marching on the direct road from Emmetsburg, and the other 
two by cross-roads leading into the Taneytown Boad, Howard adding 
that one battery was with the First Division and the remaining four 
batteries with the other two divisions ; whereas the chief of artillery 
represents it that one battery was marching with Schurz's division (the 
Third) and one with Steinwehr's (the Second), and that"the remaining 
three were together between the two rear divisions."' It would cer- 
tainly have been quite easy to arrange these five batteries so that one 
should have been at the head of the Third, one at the rear of the Second, 
and the remaining three between those two divi^ons, but such an 
arrangement would not have allowed a battery to the First Division, of 
which Schurz speaks. Be this as it may, however, his statement as to 
the time when the batteries reached the town, and which is of far more 
consequence, is by no means clear. After mentioning that Howard had 
intelligence of the death of Beynolds at 11.30 A.H., he remarks, "I 
reached Gettysbui^ in an hour after receiving General Howard's order 
with the batteries, and as the infantry moved through the town to the 
front I sent with them four batteries, — Wheeler and Heckman to the 
left, on the Seminary Road, and Dilger and Wilkinson to the right, 
with Gen. Barlow's division. The remaining battery, Captain Wei- 



' Campaign of Gettysburg, by O. O. Howard, Atlantic Monthly, July, 1876, 
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dridi, I left at Cemetery Hill, -with GeDeral Steinwdir.'* Schan ad- 
vanced the Third, now become Schimmelpfennig's diTiuon, directiDg it 
to be deployed on the right (^ the Firet Corps in two lines. Shortly 
afterwards Barlow's division, arriving by the Emmetabnrg Road, passed 
through the town to the north at half after one o'clock, and, halting at 
the AlmsbooBe, on the Harrisbui^ Rood, to remove knapsacks, was 
then ordered to form at the double-quick on the right of the Third 
Divifflon, in order to dislodge the enemy from a piece of woods to the 
right of the Eleventh Corps. Meanwhile, says Howard, as Schurz 
"was conducting his Third Division to battle I left orders for Stein- 
wehr and Osborne" (bis chief of artillery) " to halt and form upon 
Cemetery Ridge." Accompanying Barlow's division, Howard, upon 
reaching the right of the Eleventh Corps, turned and rode along the 
line to Doubleday*s division on the left, and there seeing General 
Wadsworth, about two o'dock gave him orders to hold the position as 
long as he could and then retire. The rest of Howard's description, 
namely, that part of it respecting the disposition of the troops on the 
left of the line, difiers so radically from alt the other accounts and from 
the fact, that it seems to be a creation of the imagination. He says, " The 
left of Doubleday's line, resting on a small stream, called Willoughby's 
Run, extended to an elevation north of the Chambersburg Road, and 
was then refused. Then there was an interval occupied after I p.h. by 
'Wheeler's and Dilger's batteries, belonging to the Eleventh Corps. 
From this place to Rock Creek, almost at right angles with the First 
Corps line, were the two divisions of the Eleventh Corps, — Barlow's 
and Schimmelpfennig's. Such waa the position of the troops.'" The 
account of the disposition of the troops on the right is also very inao- 
onrate, for it will be remembered that the Ninetieth Pennsylvania, of 
Baxter's brigade, which was the flanking r^ment at the right of the 
line when Robinson's division took position on Seminary Ridge, was 
refused and stretched along the Mummasbui^ Road. Schimmelpfen- 
nig's division went to the right of the Xinetieth Pennsylvania in pro- 
longation of its line, but, not connecting with it, left a dangerous break 
between. The Second Brigade, of Schimmelpfennig's division, was in 
a field farther to the rieht, near to and east of the Carlisle Road. Schurz 
was directed to move forward and seize a wooded height in front of his 
left, but before he had advanced any distance, information having beeni 
brought shortly before three o'clock that part of Ewell's corps was 

> Campaign of Gettyiburg, by O. O. Howard, Atlantic Honthlj, Jnljr, 18T6, 
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coming in towards the i^ht of the Federal line, between the Harris- 
burg and York Boads, the order was couotermanded by Howard. The 
enemy was thus eoabled to occupy this important height in force with- 
out material opposition. Hitl fixes the time that the right wing of 
Ewell's corps {Eodes's division) made its appearance on his left, and 
was formed at right angles with his line, at abont half after two o'clock.' 
The correct time was probably sooner, for Early states that Rodes 
"came down on the road from Mummasburg about 2 o'clock p.m., and 
became engaged on Heth's let^," and that he "arrived about an hour 
afW Rodes got up/" or at 3 p.h. Heth, on se^g Rodes thus engaged, 
"sought for and found General Lee, saying," as be narrates, "to the 
general, 'Rodes is veiy heavily engaged; had I not better attack?* 
General Lee replied, 'No; I am not prepared to bring on a general 
eog^ement to-day; Longstreet is not up.' Returning to my division, 
I soon discovered that the enemy were moving troops from my front 
and pushii^ them t^iost Rodes. I reported this fact to General Lee, 
and again reqnested to be permitted to attack. Permission was given."* 
Whilst Rodes was thus engaged Early's division had been brought into 
aciion on his left with great success. The movements of his brigades 
had been very prompt and rapid, which brought his troops in the rear 
and £ank of the force then confronting Rodes.* Early's batteries, 
posted on a slope between the Carlisle and Harrisburg Roads, were 
replied to by three of the batteries of the Eleventh Corps at the front, 
and by "Weidrich's 3-inch rifled guns on Cemetery Hill. The shot from 
the latter, however, only reaching the line of the cavalry, Buford com- 
plained of the firing ; but, as Howard naively remarks, " fortunately 
nobody on our side was kilted by this fire." The attack of the enemy 
was at this time proceeding simultaneonsly along the whole line. 
Scbimmelpfennig's division speedily gave way, falling back most prob- 
ably before three o'clock. "Wadsworth, in his report, says about half- 
past two;' and according to the testimony of some, retreating "before 
the enemy's skirmishers."* Barlow's divbion, on tlie extreme right, 
forming behind Rock Creek to meet a charge from Gordon's, Hays's, and 
Avery's brigades, of Early's division, was next struck. In a moment 
the open fields beyond were filled with the disordered troops of Howard's 
corps fiying in confusion. " Where Barlow was aligned lay a line of 
wounded and dead men who had fallen as they stood, and in their midst 



) Soutliem Historical Sooiety P*pen, voL It. p. 228. ■ Idem, vol. iv. p. 258. 
' Idem, vol. iv. p. 158. * Idem, vol. Iv. p. 254. 
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lay Barlow hinttelf, aorely atrioken."' Miflor Brady, of the Sevai- 
teenth Connecticut^ Barlow^a diviuOD, speaks of "the roBh to the rear 
of tioops directly io advance" of part of hia re^ment.* " The Federal 
flank," aanrding to Major Daniel, of Early's staff, " bad been shriveled 
ap as a scroll, and the whole force gave way."* The troops from 
Bodes's front moved towards the town, followed by Early's division ; 
Hays's brigade, of the latter division, alone entering it* Howard 
himself corroborates the general features of the for^;oing aoconnt by 
stating that " soon the division of the Eleventh Corps nearest Double- 
day was flying to the shelter of the town, widening the gap there, and 
the enemy in line pressed rapidly through the interval. Of course Bob- 
inaon and Wadaworth had to give way."* After the Eleventh Corps 
had been driven from the field but one alternative remained to the 
FitsL It had been suocesefully resisting the heavy shocks directed 
against its front by a force twofold greater than its own, but now there 
were superadded the blows on its flank from another force at least 
numerically equal to the first. The limit of human endunmoe had 
been reached, and it fell back, fighting as it went. 

Howard was already on Cemetery Hill when Von Amsburg's fo- 
ment, of his corps, the first to arrive, reached there. Leading the way 
with bis corps flag, he placed the regiment on the nght of Steinwehr's 
line. General Ames, who succeeded Barlow afler the latter had been 
severely wounded, came to him about the same time and said, " ' I have 
no divbion; it is all cut to pieces,' to which Howard replied, 'Do what 
you can, Ames, to gather the fragments and extend the line to the 
right.' He did so, and succeeded better than he had feared.'" Yet it 
has been asserted that about fifteen hundred men of thb corps were 
collected some miles in the rear of the field by the provost guard of 
the TwelJlh Corps. The First Corps, compelled to yield to the severe 
pressure on their front and flanks, were still maintaining a position near 
the seminary, as they hadreceivednoordersto withdraw altogether, "al- 
though the enemy were marching on the town, and something bad to 
be done immediately."^ The line of the Second Brigade, of the Third 
Division, had b^n to give way not long after 3 p.m,, and had fallen 
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ba<d: slowly under a severe fire to a poeition which Meredith's brigade 
had taken shortly before, but the new line having been forced to give 
way on all sides, the whole of it shortly after withdrew to Cem^ety 
HilL The First Bri^de, of the Third Diviaon, forming the left 
of the oorpe line, was in like manner obliged, about 4 p.m., to retire 
frc«n the field to the slight cover immediately west of the seminary, 
where it remtuned for a short time, until the batteries and most of 
the troops had moved through the town, when it retreated to Cemetery 
HUl. 

In reference to the time when the first troops reached Cemetery Hill 
there is agiun a confiict of statement. Howard asserting that, according 
to the time which he " had g<Hie by all day," it was half after four 
o'clock when Greneral Hancock first met him there.' This Hancock 
contradicts, saying that he arrived upon the field about 3 p.m., or be- 
tween that and 3.30, when he found the fighting about over, and when 
"there had been an attempt to reform some of the Eleventh Corps 
as they passed over Cemetery Hill, but it had not been very succesa- 
fol;" . . . "there may have been one thousand to twelve hundred at 
most oi^anized troops of that corps in position on the hill,"* . . . 
'* and these were a portion of Steiuwehr's division, which, with the 
artillery of the corps, was left there by Howard when he marched up in 
the morning.'" In the spirited acconnt of the battle by Bates it is 
stated* that Steinwehr saw that " howev^ powerful and elective his own 
guns might prove while onassailed," . . . "tbeywould be unable to live 
long when attacked unless protected." ..." He accordingly threw up 
lunettes around each gun;" . . . " not mere heaps of stubble and turf, 
bat solid works, of such height and thickness as to defy the most powei^ 
fnl bolts which the enemy could throw against them, with smooth and 
perfectly level platforms on which the gnns could be worked." Upon 
whose authority this statement is based does not appear, but Hancock* 
charaoteriaes it as " a great error ; there were no works of the kind above 
described on that field when" he " arrived there, and all that" he " saw in 
the way of ' works' were some holes (not deep) dug to sink the wheels and 
trains of the pieces." Three r^menta of the First Brigade, of Stein- 
wehr's diviuon, under the command of Colonel Costar, which had been 

> Cunp^gn of Gettyaborg, by 0. 0. Bowai^, Atlantk Uanthlj, Julf, 16TS, 
p. ts. 

■Southern HUtorieal Society Papers, vol. t. p. 189. 
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ordered forward to the suppcfft of Schimmelpfennig's and Barlow's di- 
viuoDs, and weie posted on the right of the Harrisbnrg Boad, jost oorUi 
of the town, were borne down \sj Early's advamuDg troops, and most of 
them taken priaoneis. The remaning raiment of that brigade, as tlie 
Federal soldiers were retiring through the town, occupied the houses on 
either side of the Baltimore Pike, near its junction with the Emmets' 
bni^ Boad and a stone wall just below the cemeteiy. From thdr cover 
they- checked the advance of the enemy and protected the cannonieis 
on the heights above.' The retreat, while trying to the troops of the 
First Corps, in consequence of their becoming entangled with the 
Eleventh in the streets of the town, was yet conducted by tlie former 
with some r^ard to order, the men frequently making a stand, until 
thfy finally reached the heights. Early's troops, flushed with success, 
" exclaimed as their officers passed along their lines, ' Let us go on t' "* 
Lee, too, then shared the enthusiasm of his men, although afterwards, 
in hb first report, he allies that " the attack tifs not pressed that after- 
noon, the enemy's force being unknown, and it being considered advis- 
able to await the arrival of the rest of our troops." " General Lee," 
says Colonel Taylor, of his staff,* 'Svitneased the flight of the Federals 
through Gettysbui^ and up the hills beyond. He then directed me to 
go to General Ewell and to say to him that from tlie position which be 
occupied he could see the enemy retreating over those hills without or^ 
ganization and in great confusion ; that it was only necessaiy to press 
'those people' in order to secure poasesBion of the heights, and that if 
possible he wisbed bim to do tJiis. In obedience to these instructions 
I proceeded immediately to General Ewell and delivered the order of 
General Lee, and after receiving from him some mess^e for the com- 
manding general in r^ard to the prisoners captured, returned to the 
latter and reported that hb order had been delivered. General Ewell 
did not express any objection or indicate the exbtence of any impedi- 
ment to the execution of the order conveyed to him, but left the im- 
pression on my mind that it would be executed." ..." The troops 
were not moved forward, and the enemy proceeded to occupy and fortify 
the position which it was designed that General Ewell should seize. 
Major-General Edwatd Johnson, whose divbion reached the field afler 
the engagement and formed on the lefl of Early, in a conversatioQ had 
with me since the war about thb circumstance, in which I sought an 
explanation of our inaction at that time, assured me that there was no 
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hindrance to his moving forward, but that after getting his command 
in line of battle, and before it became seriously engaged or had advanced 
any great distance, for some unexplained reason he had received orders 
to halt. This was after General Lee's message was (]elivered to General 
Ewell." Lee and staff had reached the field in the afternoon, near the 
close of the battle. Soon after Anderson's division arrived, but being 
too late to participate in the action was halted on the ground held by 
Pender when the battle began,' and at about the same time Longstreet 
came in person, his troops being a few miles behind.* 

Thus practically terminated the first day's battle ; but what were 
the fruits of the victory to General Lee? Defeated by overwhelming 
numbers, the men of the First Corps, who bad borne the brunt of the 
^ht, were again in position, and determined to contest the ground they 
now occupied. Buford was near by to assist. But why did the victors 
pause in their pursuit ? A pause which was to prove fatal to their 
antici{>ations of a favorable issue to their appeal to arms. Ewell had 
been ordered to seize the heights, and the belief was that the order 
could and would have been obeyed, as, in the opinion of General John- 
son, there was no hindrance to his movifig forward. Indeed, there 
would appear to be no justification for his disobedience if Colonel Fre- 
mantle, of the Guards, is correct in his report of the " universal feeling 
in the Confederate army," which "was one of profound contempt for an 
enemy whom diey had heaten so constantly and under so many disad- 
vantages."* Naturally, the question whether the Confederates should 
have followed up their snccess on the afternoon of the first day has 
been the occasion of much animated discussion both among military 
men and civilians. South and North. As the legitimate result of these 
discussions, making due allowance for the considerable element of per- 
sonal feeling exhibited by many of the Southern officers and civilians, 
it may be stated tJiat the failure to pursue was fatal to Lee's army. On 
this point of controversy Longstreet is most emphatic in the expression 
of his views : * " The crushing defeat infiicted on the advance of the 
Federal army in the casual encounter of the 1st at Willoughhy's Run 
should have been pushed to extremities, that occasion furnishing one 
of the few opportunities ever furnished for ' pursuit pell-mell.' " Ewell, 
as has already been mentioned, not only received the order to pui-sue, 
but expressed no objection to, or difficulty in the way of, its execution. 

■ Southern HiBtoricsl Society Papers, toI. iv. p. 118. ' Idem, vol, iv. p. 66. 
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The " buDt mts np," and in the InDgoage of Lee, &s applied to tlie 
third daj, some of " his people" seemed simply to desire to be "tamed 
loose" at their enemy. Ewell* asMgns aa reaaons, however, in his re- 
port, for Dot carrying out the order, that he ooold not bring artilleiy to 
bear on the hill, and that the troops with him " were jaded by twelve 
hours' marching and fighting." , . . " Cemetery Hill was not assailable 
from the town," and in oonseqaenoe be d^enained with Johnson's di- 
vision to take possessiou of a wooded hill whtdi oommanded Cemet^y 
Hill, but before Johnson got up the enemy was reported to be moving 
on bis lefl flank, and by tfae time that report could be investigated and 
" Johnson placed in poution the night was far advaooed."* The report 
of Ewell, and the memorandum of Colonel Taylor, need only to be 
compared in order that a conclusion may be drawn. The other corps 
commander. Hill, bong " under the impression that the enemy were 
entirely routed, — his own two divieions exhausted by some six hour^ 
hard fitting, — ^prudence led him to be content with what bad been 
gained, and not push forward troops exhausted and necessarily disor- 
dered, probably to enoounter fresh troops of the enemy."* In review- 
ing the operations of the first two days. General Fits-Hugh I>ee con- 
siders that the Confederates were ' within a stone's throw of peace' at 
(Jet^bnrg;" and although in numbers as sixty-two thousand is to one 
hundred and five thousand (which tatter, however, he thinks is an ovei^ 
estimate) before any portion of dther army had become eng^ed, yet 
tjie advantages were so manifestly on General Tjee's side, in consequence 
of the more rapid concentration of his troops upon a common point, 
that the heart of every Southern soldier beat with the lofty confidence 
of oertun victory."* ... In referring to the first day, he puts the 
question, * " Did such failure at Gettysburg arise from Ewell and Hill 
not pushing their success on the 1st of July?" And he answers it 
thus : " I have always been one of those who regarded it a great mis- 
fortune that these two corps commanders did not continue to force the 
fighting upon that day. Each had two divisions of their corps engaged, 
thus leaving one division to each corps, viz., Johnson, of Swell's, and 
Anderson, of Hill's, at their service for further work, — something over 
ten thousand men." . . , "Estimating those four divisions at the 
' close of the action at an average of four thousand five hundred men 
a piece, we had eighteen thousand men ; add the ten thousand of the 
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two divi^ODs not eog^ed, and there will be found twenty-eight thoa- 
sand men ready to move on, flushed with victory and confident of sue- 
cees." In March, 1877, he had expressed the opinion in writing* that 
" a little more marching, perhaps a little more fighting, would have 
given ns the coveted position, and that in such an event the battle of 
Gettysburg 'would have had another name, and possibly another result, 
— who knows?" In Apri],1878,"he asserts, after fairly presenting the 
evidence before him, "I am authorized in reaffirming that 'a little more 
marching, perhaps a little more fighting,' would have gained for us the 
possession of the heights on the evening of the Ist of July." General 
Heth, in his published account, already referred to, makes no allusion 
to this subject; regarding the fight on the 1st as being without order 
or system on their part, — at the same time considering a systematic 
plan of battle impossible from the fact that they had "accidentally 
ehtmbled into the fight."* General Rodes contents himself by remark- 
ing that his troops were "greatly exhausted by their march, and some- 
what disorganized by the hot engagement and rapid pursuit," but that 
though they "were halted and prepared for further action," yet the. 
attack was not ordered for two reasons : first, because Ewell, in the 
midst of the engagement which had tlien just taken place, had informed 
him through one of his officers that General Lee did not wish a gen- 
eral engagement brought on ; and, second, because, " before the comple- 
tion of his defeat," ..." the enemy had begun to establish a line of 
battle on the heights back of the town, and seeing no Confederate troops 
on his right, and that Early, who was on his left, was awaiting orders, 
although his superiors were upon the ground, he concluded that the order 
not to bring on a general engagement was still in force."* How do these 
reasons harmonize with Colonel Taylor's statement that he delivered 
the order of General Lee to Ewell to press " those people," in order to 
secare possession of the heights? Moreover, the opinion of Colonel 
Allan, of Eweli's staff, is, that' " the Confederates would probably have 
been successful, first, had Ewell and Hill pushed Howard's broken troops 
over the top of Cemetery Hill on the firstday." Early, however, takes 
isene, in a well-prepared defense, with those of his brother officers who 
have thus criticised tfae failure of the Confederate commanders to follow 
np their success on that day, and arrives at the conclusion that "it was 
not, therefore, a mere question of a little more marchmg, nor of a little 



> Sonlltern Hiitoricfil Society P»pen, toI. iv. p. TG. 
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more fighting, either, which was involved. If we had made an assaalt 
OD Cemeteiy Hill and occupied it, it would have involved a bloody 
struggle." . , . "Before Johnson arrived all thought of moving on 
Cemetery Hill that afternoon had been abandoned, as it was then evi- 
dent that the enemy had rallied from the dismay of his defeat"' Gen- 
eral Hancock has expressed the opinion that " if the Confederates had 
continued the pursuit of General Howard on the afternoon of t^e 1st 
of July at Crettysburg, they would have driven him over and beyond 
Cemetery Hill."' But aft^r he had made his dispositions for defend- 
ing it, he did not think " the Confederate force then present could have 
carried it." It was the remnant of the First Corps, however, that at 
once gave stability to the new line. "Wadsworth's division, with a bat- 
tery of artillery, was posted on Gulp's Hill, and the remainder of the 
corps on the right and left of the Taneytown Road connecting with 
the left of the Kleventh Corps. When these dispositions had about 
been completed, one division of the Twelilh Corps came up, and later 
another division of the same corps arrived. Sickles, it seems, bad re- 
ceived word at Emmetsburg, between two and three o'clock in the 
afternoon,' from Howard, that the First and Eleventh Corps were en- 
gaged with a superior force; that Reynolds Had fallen, and ui^ng him 
to come to their relief. In consequence be made a forced march with 
a part of his corps, and arrived, with about a division, shortly after the 
troops had been posted on Cemetery Hill. But whilst it nowhere dis- 
tinctly appears that Sickles had received the earlier order of Reynolds, 
yet Bates declares that he was " morally culpable for not going to the 
assistance of the forces engaged at Get^sburg on the first day," . . . 
" he having early in the day been ordered up by Reynolds and having 
no valid excuse for disr^;arding the summons." * 

The extracts from the various reports and narratives which have 
been made use of are perhaps too copious; but, at all events, it is 
unnecessary to multiply the opinions of military men on the subject. 
Public sentiment, with almost unanimity, has become settled in the 
conviction that the Confederates surrendered their " golden opportunity" 
when they abandoned the immediate pursuit of the Federal forces on 
the afternoon of the 1st of July. The view of the Southern people 
may be gathered from Pollard's " History of the War" : • " The result 



' Sonthern Historical Society Papers, toI. it. p, 260. 

•Idem, vol. V. p. 168. » Conduct of the War, Parti., p. 296, 
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« Southern History of the War, Third Tear, by Pollfird, p. 26, 
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of the day's fight may be summed up thus : we had attacked a consider- 
able force, had driven it over three milea, captured five thousand pris- 
oners, and killed and wounded many thousands. Our own loss was 
not heavy, though a few brigades suffered severely. If the attack had 
been pressed in the afternoon of that day there is little doubt that our 
forces could have got the heights and captured this entire detachment 
of Meade's army." Colonel Bacbelder, whose " long study of the 
field" of Gettyebni^ has given him, as has justly been remarked by 
General Hancock,^ "a fund of accurate information in great detail, 
which" ..." is not possessed by any one else," in a letter to General 
Fitz-Hugh Ijee presents the prevailing Union conviction in the following 
words : * " There is no question but what a combined attack on Cemetery 
Hill, made within an hour, would have been successful." . . . "Un- 
questionably the great mistake of the battle was the failure to follow the 
Union forces through the town and attack them before they could re- 
form on Cemetery Hill. Lane's and Thomas's brigades, of Pender's 
division, and Smith's, of Early's division, were at hand for such a pur- 
pose and had fired scarcely a shot Itale's, Hoke's, and Haye's bri- 
gades were in good fightiug condition, and several others would have 
done good service. The artillery was up and in an admirable position 
to have covered an assault, which could have been pushed, under cover 
of the houses, to within a few rods of the Union position." Finally 
Swinton says,* " Never was pause at the door of victory more fatal to 
the hopes of a commander. Had the enemy followed up his advantage 
1^ seizing the creet of Cemetery Hill or Culp's Hill there would have 
been no Gettysbui^, and indeed it is difficult to forecast what in this 
case they might not have done, for the Union corps were much scattered 
and no place of concentration had been secured." 

In view of all the evidence which has been presented, is not the 
conclusion fairly warranted that to the stubborn resistance of the First 
Corps of the Army of the Potomac on the first day of July, 1863, the 
ultimate defeat of Lee's invading army is, in a very large measure, to 
be attributed ? A defeat which carried with it the utter destruction of 
the high hopes formed at the moment Lee commenced the execution of 
his plan. So terminates the story of the first day's conflict, — a struggle 
marked with more than ordinary bravery, coolness, and endurance on 
the part of a lai^ nnmber of the troops engaged, and whose valor 
rendered possible tiie splendid victory which finally crowned the Union 
arms. An achievement, the moral effect of which was instantaneous ; 

' Southern Historical Society Papers, vol. v. p. 168. ■ Idem, vol. v, p. 172. 

* The Twelve Decisive Battles of the War, by Swinton, p. 882. 
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for men at ODoe realized that at length a decisive victoiy had been won, 
and that thenoeftHth the days of the Confederacy were nombered. 

Impartial caitjoa of the operatioiu of the snoceeding days oooader 
that several gmve mtstakea were committed by the Confederates both 
as to a portion of tbdr plan and to much of its execution. Theoe 
errors have been the subject c^ acrimoniona disounioa on the part of 
some c^ the offioers of high rank in the late Confederate servioe. The 
mistakes may be summed up as follows: want of co-operation or har- 
mony of action on the 2d of July, it being asserted by Early and othen 
that Longstreet was to commence the attack on the right at an early 
hour in Ae morning, and that he fwled to make it until IiU« in the 
aAeraoon. That mi the 3d the attack was to have beat renewed at an 
early hour by Pickett and the other two divisicms of LongBtreet's corps, 
while a simultaneous assault was to have been made from the left by 
Ewell. That Longstreet again delayed until the afternoon, although 
the advance on the lefl had been bc^n at the proper time. Again, 
that the Federal position ehoald have been turned by the South on the 
iJtuTA day by extending the Confederate right so as to endanger Me&de'a 
oommunicBtions with Washington. Again, that the tactical offenmve 
ooorse cd Lee on the 2d of July was at variance with the plan of cam- 
paign settled upon before leaving Fredericksburg.' And again, that 
the assault of Pickett on the third day should not have been attempted, 
" the hopelessness" of which had been foreseen by Longstreet.* The 
repulse of this "hopeless" assault is thus graphically described by 
Longstreet:* Pit^ett "swept past our artillery in splendid style, and 
the men marched steadily and compactly, down the slope. As they 
started up the ridge over one hundred cannon from the breastworks of 
the Federals bufJdd a rain of canister, grape, and shell down upon 
them ; still tb^ pressed on unUl half-way up the slope, when the crest 
of the hill was lit with A solid sheet of flame as the masses of infantry 
rose and fired. Wben ibe smoke cleared away, Pickett's division was 
gone. Nearly two-fhizds <of his men lay dead on the field, and the 
survivors ^vere snUenJy -jetareaiil^ down the hill. Koi-tal man could 
not have stood that fire. In baJ/««i bonrthecontested field was cleared 
and the battle of Gettysburg was over." The grand part which the 
Union artillery .took -" in this deaAi-«tniggle with the Confederacy" is 
here recognized, fiant, its chief, and Tyler, bis able assistant, opened 
upon Pickett's magntfioent assaulting column with their guns from 
Cemetery Hill toiUteiBound Tops, "tearing vast gaps in the advancing 

" Arnala of the War,.!*. «!. ' Idem, p. 429. • Mom, p. 481. 
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ranks and almost aaoihilating that proud array of eighteen thoueand 
c^ the best Soothern iafantrf." * WHilst Pickett's men were falling 
back within the Confederate lines Lee rode towards them, and apoa 
meeting General Wilcox, who was almost in tears at the condition of 
his brigade, eiud, " Never mind, general, aU Oob has been uv fault, — ^it 
is JtJiat have lost this fight, and you must help me out of it the best 
way yoa can." * 

Thus the great battle was ended. Brilliant sncceas had rewarded 
the valor of the men of tJie Army of the Potomat^ directed by the 
heroism and skill of its ohief. Then when the loud cheers of the vic- 
torions troops proclaimed the work accomplished, the good and gallant 
Meade, reverently uncovering his head, gave utterance in the solemn 
words " Thank God I" to the profound gratitude which filled his heart. 

The PBEsmEKT: 

Although our usual hour for adjournment has arrived, I feel that 
yon woold hardly forgive me — and I could hardly forgive myself — if 
seeing, as I do, a gentleman present to ^oso eneigy, and to whose fore- 
cast equally, we were so greatly indebted during the war, in the high, 
responsible, and arduous office of governor of this great Commonwealth 
which he then held,! should not ask him to say a few words to us. 
[Addressing Governor Curtin.] You have not come here this evening, 
I am aware. Governor Curtin, expecting to speak, but certainly you will 
not deny ns the pleasure of listening for a few moments to you. 

£x-GoTKEtNoa AsDBEW G. Cdbtin then rose amidst great ap- 
plause, and said : 

BEMARK8 OP BX-GOVKRNOR CURTIN. 

Mb. Fbbsidekt ani> Mbubebs of the Historical SooisrY ; — 
The call of the President apoa me to speak takes me by surprise, and 
I have scarcely the temerity to say anything that might add interest to 
this occasion. The paper prepared and read by Captain Rosengarten 
was so accurate in his history of the life and services of General 
Reynolds, and so truly eloquent in the tribute he pays to his memory, 
that until the admirable papers of General Hofmann and Colonel Biddle 
were read, the sutgect seemed exhausted ; but having known General 
Reynolds well, in obedience to the call the President of the Society 

I Hemoir of G«nenl Robert 0. Tyler, p. 16. 

■ Three Uontbs in the Southern Stetei, bj Lieut-Col. Fremantle, p. 269. See 
tXta Sontbera Hiitorfckl Sociaty Papers, vol. iv. p. 100. 
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haa made npoD me, soTthing I may way, in yoar kuidneea I am quite 
sure f oa 'will not oomider inappropriate. Id the wonderful stru^le to 
maintain the Bui»«iaac7 of the goveroment of the repnblic against the 
aasaulta of the most causeless and insane rebellion of history, there 
were few men indeed in dvil or military life, in conocil or in the 
field, who gave to the country more important or useful service tbaa 
the man whose memory this occasion is intended to commemorate. 
General Beynolds seemed to be designed by nature for a soldier. 
Modest in his deportment, submissive in his obedience to orders, ri^d 
in hiB exaction of obedience from those he commanded, always found 
the perfect master of his commands, coorteous and amiable in his in- 
tercourse, sterling in bis integrity, and moved by the most exalted 
patriotism and love of country, the great victory in which he was one 
of the chief actors was hardly a compensation to the government for his 
untimely deaUi. 

It is eminently proper that by such ceremonies as these we should 
revive the memories of the illustrious dead, and that there should per- 
petually well up from the hearts of the American people gratitude to 
the soldiers who still live, and who gave to their suffering country the 
highest measure of heroic service. Whilst it is eminently proper to 
remember the dead and to honor the living, we must not forget that our 
form of government was intended and designed for advancement, for 
increase in material power, for individual happiness and prosperity in 
peace. We open wide the doors of our liberty, and on our dead level 
of social equality invite all people of other nations to its full enjoy- 
ment who come in peaceful approach. We set apart a day of each 
coming year to pay fitting tribute to the memory of the dead soldiers 
of the republic. The living soldier, when the earth smiles in flowers to 
the coming warmth of summer, gathers and strews them on the graves 
of his dead comrades. It is a union of the living and the dead; it is 
making one family of all humanity ; and if the blessings of bis com- 
rades were flowers, the grave of the great soldier whose memory we 
now commemorate would be clothed in perpetual bloom. And not 
many years will pass before the last soldier will pay the tribute to his 
comrades, and when he, too, has paid the debt of nature, who then 
will take his place ? 

In this ball where our history and traditions are so carefully col- 
lected and garnered, and in such a presence as that in which I stand 
and have tlie honor to be heard, it is proper, eminently proper, that it 
shonld be remembered that whilst we pay due honors to the soldier, w$ 
should not be foi^tful that we only engage in war from necessity, 
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and that of all the people of a]l the States 'of this graat country, the 
Commonwealth of Fennsylvaaia finds her most exalted gloiy in peaceful 
pursuits. !Not far from where we are now assembled the great man who 
established the colony of Pennsylvania, and who proclaimed its funda- 
mental laws for government, met in council the savages who then 
owned and inhabited it The scene marked an era in our history, — it has 
been perpetuated by the historian, by the poet, and the artist William 
Fenn standing in the forest unarmed, surrounded by thousands of sav- 
age tribes and in the presence of their sachems, declaring that he came 
unarmed, and only protected by the great God who ruled the universe, 
and asked for lands for his people by treaty and purchase, was an event 
that should not be foi^tten. He made no conquests, he used no force, 
but step by step the savages fell back before the approaches of the civil- 
ization which he and hisfoUowersbroughtwith them to this distant, and 
then almost unknown land. He founded a republican colony, and pro- 
claimed to his people equality and the virtue of obedience to law. No 
guard of soldiers surrounded his government, and for seventy-five 
years the constable's staff was the only symbol of power known in the 
colony of Penn, founded in 1682 in deeds of peace. 

I was much p^ed to read in a lecture delivered by a distinguished 
soldier, a few weeks since, a tribute to officers who, he said, selected the 
place and opened the great battle of Gettysbui^, and noticed with great 
satisfaction that the names of these officers do not occur in the papers 
read by Colonel Biddle or General Hofmann, or Captain Boeengarten, 
who were all there, and bore an active part in the battle. The battle 
of the Ist of July belonged to General Reynolds ; it was opened by a 
Pennsylvania regiment; it was the advance of the army then com- 
manded by General Meade, a Fennsylvanian, who fills an honored grave, 
and who will ever be remembered as one of the great soldiers of the 
republic; and we must not forget, as Pennsylvanians, that in the great 
battle of the 3d of July we had eighty Foments, and that Hancock, 
who still lives, commanded the lefl centre, and inspired by his courage, 
and sustained himself by the oonfidcnce of the men he commanded, 
repelled in suocessive attempts the most persistent and violent attacks 
known in any battle of modem times ; not strange, indeed, that that 
great battle should be the constant subject of discussion and comment, 
for there the power of the Rebellion culminated and was broken. It 
was there the first national cemetery was founded, and there a monu- 
ment is erected, the most beautiful work of art in America ; and there 
stands the bronze statue of General S^ynolds, raised by the contribu- 
tioQa of the rank and file of his command. There are the granite 
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beadstODes marKing the gnvee of the dead, and the viciaeitndea and 
borron of war caa be read, recorded on that historic field in the twelve 
btmdred gnvea of tbe anknown dead. It was at the dedication of the 
cemetery diere that Linoolo, tbe martyred President, delivered the 
wonderAi] speech which, separating him from all hia great life, would 
of itself have made his name immortal. And it was at Get^borg 
that the blood of the peoples of eighteen loyal States sunk into the 
groond, making all a kindred and brotherhood, and sealing in the red 
covenant an offering to heaven that for the men who died there, and 
who survived, this great government and its broad liberty and equality 
will survive in peace or in war, and g^ve to future generatioos its 
bene&otions and bleesii^iB, 

ThePBXBIDEKT: 

We had expected to have with as this evening one of the moat 
distinguished of the heroes of Get^bui^, Major-General Wiufield S. 
Hancock, another soldier whom FeonBylvania is proud to call her son, 
who unavoidably baa been called away on duty. He baa, however, 
written us a letter, which I will ask tbe Secretary to read, 

LETTER OF GENERAL HANCOCK. 

Ootkmtob'b ISI.AIID, Nxw YoKK Habbor, 

Uftich 4, ISSO. 

Mt dear Sib, — ^In Jaaoary last I aooepted the invitation of the 
Council of the "Historical Sodefy of Peonsylvania" to be present on 
the Sth instant, at the presentation of a portrait of Major-General John 
F. Bqrnoldfl, deceased, to that Society, and at the same time stated that 
if enabled to attend I should be bapi^ to " eeoond the motion" on that 
occasion. 'Within the last few days, however, it has become apparent 
that I cannot be present, and I am obliged to leave for the Weet to- 
morrow, to be absent for the next ten or twenty days. I should have 
been pleased to have se^i the punting in question, for I knew General 
Reynolds intimately through a long course of years (sinoe 1S40), and saw 
him last only a day or two before bis heroic death on the battle-field 
of Gettysburg ; I therefore well knew bis lineaments and the expression 
of his features. 

In 1868, while on duty in tbe East (in 14'ew York), having a general 
determination in my own mind aa to the qualities and r^racterlstics of 
the men, and believing that R^nolds, Sedgwick, Thomas, Meade, and 
some others of like type, as well repreeented the model soldier resulting 



>y Google 



LETTER OF 0£ifESAL BANCOCK. 93 

from the instruotion of our Milituy Academy at West Point, as any 
that were known to me, I had proctued a portrait of Sedgwick and 
sent it to that Academy, where it now is. I otda^ one of Beynolda 
too, and it was not sent to West Point, according to the c^iginal inten- 
ti<Hi, only becense I was transferred to the West before that matter was 
disposed of Snbeequently, I gave to the artist my assent that he might 
dispose of the portrait to the friends of the family, who had expressed 
a desire to possess it, but upon the condition that a copy might be 
taken in the fatore, to be placed at the Military Academy, and it was 
thus transferred by the artist to Mr. Landis, a brother-in-law of General 
Reynolds, residing in Philadelphia. 

I found some difficulty in procuring the data for the artist who 
painted tliis portrait of General Beynolds, he never having had an im- 
portant picture of himself taken, and I found nothing available but 
some pbott^raphs {c(ai&-d&-visiU) and inferior sketches, taken at dif- 
ferent periods of his life. The portrait was probably completed, how- 
ever, under the advice and criticisms of relations and friends who knew 
him well, and who viMted Washington City during its execution. 

I was also instrumental, in 1868-69, in having a portrait of Gen- 
eral Geotge H. Thomas painted in Washington City, by Mr. Balling, 
the artJBt of all these paintings. I was at that time on duty with the 
General as a member of the " Dyer Court of Inquiiy," and sat beside 
him on that service for a period of five months. 

That I did not endeavor to have a portrait of General Meade painted 
for a like object was because his friends in Philadelphia, through their 
sympathy and attachment to him, had completely covered that ground; 
many successful pictures of him were taken then, some of which I 
have seen. That no applicati(m for a copy of the portrait of General 
E«ynoIds, to which I have referred as being in the possession of Mr. 
Landis, of Philadelphia, was subsequently made (to be placed at West 
Paint) was owing to the fact that the members of the First Army Corps 
(Beynolds'), having erected a monument to him, finding a balance of 
funds remaining on hand sufficient for the purpose, concluded, a few 
years mnce, to have a portrait of him painted, which was accordingly 
done from Uie best sources of information, as to his appearance, etc., 
then attainable. Afler its completion, I was invited by General Wain- 
wright (late chief of artillery, First Army Corps, and chairman of the 
committee who had charge of the matter) to give my opinion as to its 
merits. I considered it a good portrait. It was sent to the Military 
Academy, and thus there seemed to be no occasion for a copy of the 
pwtrait in Mr. Landis's hands. I do not recall now the name a! the 
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artist who painted the picture for the committee of the First Corpa, 
although I knew it at the time, and am personall/ acquainted with him. 

I ma^ take this oooa^oo to state that, in my opinioD, there was no 
officer in the Army of the Potomac who developed a character for uae- 
fhlneaa and ability, in the btgfaest grades of command, superior to tliat 
cX Oeocral Beynolda, and had he lived to the close of the war he would 
meet probably have attmned the highest honors in that army. It is 
qaite well nnderstood, and I believe it is a matter of history, that he 
could have had command of the Army of the Potomac before the battle 
of Gettysburg, and that it was conferred upon General Meade after 
General Reynolds' recommendation or su^;estion. They were close 
friends, — a friend^tp based not upon personal considerations alone, hut 
upon mutual esteem, and appreciation of character and abilities as well. 

General Reynolds was senior to General Meade in rank, and there- 
fore it can be well nnderstood that, with his well-known merit, he was 
first oonudered when command was in question. 
I am, dear sir, 

Very truly and respectfully yours, 

■WiKFiEUD S. Hancock. 
The Hom. John William Wallace, 

President ISxtoricai Sooiett/ of Peansyhama, 

Beab-Adhibal Gboboe F. Euhons, U.SJ^., then rose and said : 
BSMABK8 OF ADMIRAL BMMOIfS. 

Mb. President ; — Permit me to say that &om an intimate acquaint- 
ance with Bear-Admiral Reynolds — whose name has been mentioned 
here this evening with great honor — and a friendship lasting over forfrp' 
years, I have had an opportunity of knowing him well, and have, I 
hope, appreciated his many noble qualities. The Admiral having spent 
much of his life out of the country, it is perhaps natural that his name 
should be less prominent with you than that of his brother, the Gen- 
eral, who died on the battle-field defending the soil of his native State 
and country ; but knowing him as he was, and having listened to all 
that has been so well and I believe truthfully said here of his gallant 
brother, I conclude that they were equally possessed of those noble 
traits that constitute the noble man. Admiral Reynolds stood high 
among his peers, and was an able and accomplished officer. Loyalty 
with him was not merely a sentiment, but a principle, a fact. He was, 
indeed, an honorable member of the Loyal L^ion of the United States, 
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and I am glad to see present od this occasion so many companionB of 
that order. To some of you Admiral Reynolds was a stranger. It is 
therefore proper I should have said this much. And now, Mr. Presi- 
dent, permit me, in behalf of the navy and of the Military Order of the 
Ijoyal L^ion, to thank yon and the Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
for the significance yon have given to this occasion. Life is too short 
for tis to foi^t such men and such virtues as they possessed, and Peno- 
sylvania may well be proud of such sons. 

The meeting, after the transaction of some formal business, then 
adjoamed. 
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